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Historical Note:  
 
Dr. Joseph Huskey was born in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, on October 8, 1949, to Freeda 
VanMatre Huskey and Thomas Herbert Huskey, Jr. 
 
After graduating from Woodland High School in 1967, Joe received a BS in Education from 
SEMO University in 1971, a MA in Education in 1976 from SEMO, and a Ph. D in Curriculum 
from SIU at Carbondale in 1993. Joe attended Kage, a one room school near Cape Girardeau, for 
one and a half years. While serving in the Education Dept at SEMO, he received permission 
from Cape Public schools to take his classes to visit the old Kage School and show the books, 
desks, and other materials that were still in place. 
 
Joe taught 17 years in the public schools of Missouri before joining the faculty and staff at 
Southeast Missouri State in 1990. He was the Coordinator of Advising for Education at 
Southeast University until his retirement in 2010, although he continued teaching part-time for 
SEMO until 2013. In addition to advising he taught courses dealing with the education of 
special-needs students. 
 
He was a member and officer of the local 4-H club in Marble Hill during his high school years 
and belonged to FFA. He attended the 4-H camp near Lake Wappapello and later was a 
counselor at the camp during the summer months. 
 
While in high school and college, he helped his father and other farmers in his community with 
hay hauling and other farming tasks. During the summers of 1968 and 1969 he was employed at 
the Blue Mountain Methodist Camp near Arcadia, Mo. 
 
He was a long-time member of Harmony Church, having joined in 1960. He had been a member 
the longest of any active members at the time of his death. He liked to reminisce about being 
baptized near the Hog Creek Bridge when he was around 10 years old. He was a former board 
member of the church and taught Sunday School. He also was a teacher for the Calvary Hill Top 
camp during the 1970s and 80s. In addition, he was the president of the Bollinger County Library 
Board for 10 years and helped implement the use of technology at the library, working with then-
librarian Velma Polen. 
 
After retirement Joe delivered meals for the local Senior Nutrition Center in Marble Hill. 
He was a member of the Cape Chapter of the MO Retired Teachers Association, and a former 
member and officer of the SEMO Phi Delta Kappa Chapter; Joe also belonged to Kappa Delta 
Pi. He sang with the Bollinger County Community Choir for several years and participated in the 
Harmony Church Choir. He was the treasurer of the Lessley Ridge Cemetery for many years. 
Joe served as a supervising judge at each election held in Marble Hill after retirement from 
SEMO. 
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been arranged into the following two series:  
  
Personal papers 
Schools  
 
Scope and Content Note: 
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Personal Papers 
 
This series contains materials related to personal items collected by Joe Huskey. These include 
letters and materials from his father, Thomas Huskey; newspaper clippings and records related to 
the 4H club; several obituaries of friends of his mother, Freeda Huskey, as well as several 
newspaper clippings related to her life; poetry and short writings; and photos of unidentified 
buildings. Also of interest to researchers are several World War II newspapers and clippings 
from both during and after the war. The items in this series are arranged chronologically by 
individual, then by publication; items range in date from 1944 to 2014. 
 
Schools 
 
This series houses materials related to rural schools within Southeast Missouri. There are several 
newspaper clippings related to the history and preservation of these schools. Institutions of 
interest include but are not limited to: Buchannan school, Hawn school, Hog Creek school, Kage 
school, St. Denis Catholic school, and Van Matre school. The items in this series are organized 
in alphabetical order by name of school, then chronologically by associated school publication. 
The items in this series range in date from 1935 to 2019.  
 
Container List: 
 

f. 1-54 Personal papers  
Box 001 f. 1 Thomas Huskey – “to a perfect mother”, 1944 
 f. 2 Thomas Huskey – western union/telegram, 1944, 1946 
 f. 3  Thomas Huskey – letter and “magic race”, 1945 
 f. 4 Thomas Huskey – letter to wife, 1945 
 f. 5 Thomas Huskey – farm bureau, bike safety, and letter from a 

soldier excerpts, n.d.  
 f. 6 4H newspaper clippings, 1965-1968, n.d.  
 f. 7 4H secretarial records, 1964-1977, 2014, n.d. 
 f. 8-9 4H Little Acorn Camp, 1965-1970, n.d. 
 f. 10-11 4H correspondence, 1964-1982, n.d.  
 f. 12 The Banner Press- September 5, 1940 
 f. 13 The Southeast Missourian, August 15, 1940 
 f. 14 Victory Song book for Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, 1942 
 f. 15 “Peace! Japanese to Surrender,” 1945 
 f. 16 Bollinger county rural program, 1948 
 f. 17 “Co-op Serves as a Historical Landmark,” 1967 
 f. 18 Nanney family gathering, 1971 
 f. 19 Rolla Daily News, May 31, 1977 
 f. 20 Rolla Daily News, July 11, 1977 
 f. 21 Wrights’ writings, 1982 
 f. 22 County lanes (Glenn Allen history), 1985 
 f. 23 “Time and Old Man River,” by Dr. Robert R. Hill, 1985 
 f. 24 “The way it was,” 1987 
Box 002 f. 25 Linnie Mae Brown obituary/ Kudos to Clyde excerpt, 1988 
 f. 26 Black river electric co-op publications, 1989-1990 
 f. 27 Bollinger county post offices, 1991 
 f. 28 Jake Wells bio, 1994 
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 f. 29 “A look at gay men and women during World War Two,” 1995 
 f. 30 “Times and places” by R. Glenn Jones, 1996 & 2001 
 f. 31 The Banner Press – Laflin, 1997 
 f. 32 Letter to the Editor…Tom Runnel’s death, 2000 
 f. 33 American Pride: America helps win World War I, 2000 
 f. 34 Mooney speaks to ADK on war experience, 2001 
 f. 35 Picture of Freeda Huskey in newspaper, 2003 
 f. 36 Marble Hill senior center, 2003 
 f. 37 Photos- unidentified buildings, 2004, 2006, n.d. 
 f. 38 Dale Elmo Whitener obituary, 2005 
 f. 39 The Banner Press, March 16, 2005 
 f. 40 “Spotlight on marble hill,” September 14, 2005 
 f. 41 “Spotlight on Leopold: Laflin and Glennon,” October 26, 2005 
 f. 42 The Banner Press: local news, December 21, 2005 
 f. 43 The Southeast Missourian: Lifestyles, October 29, 2006 
 f. 44 The Southeast Missourian: Best Kept Secrets, April, 2011 
 f. 45 “The Little School that Was….By A Boy from Lodi, Missouri” 

by Dick Crumrine, n.d. 
 f. 46 Poetry- scrapbook style, n.d.  
 f. 47 Photos – unidentified children, n.d.  
 f. 48 Photos – unidentified couple, n.d.  
 f. 49 “Fall of 1980” notes by Frank Wubker, n.d.  
 f. 50 Southeast Missouri Ghost Stories, n.d.  
 f. 51 Lillie VanMatre – folksongs, n.d. 
f. 52-74 Schools 
 f. 52 Buchanan school and McMinn house, 2018 
 f. 53 The Crawford county track meet, 1985 
 f. 54 Hog creek school, Nola Merry teacher, n.d.  
 f. 55 Kage school, “what would it say to us thirty years after it 

closed”, 1992 & 1995 
 f. 56 Laflin, n.d. 
 f. 57 Family hopes to save Liberty school house, n.d.  
 f. 58 Marquette school, n.d.  
 f. 59 Old Hahn school excerpt, 1987 
 f. 60 Scopus school photo, n.d. 
 f. 61 “A Rural School’s Precious Lessons,” (Smith School, Hull Ill.) 

1985 
 f. 62 St. Denis catholic school, 2006 
 f. 63 Union ridge school group, 1952-53 
 f. 64 Van Matre school, n.d.  
 f. 65 White hollow school district #16, 2000 
 f. 66 Zalma students, n.d. 
 f. 67 Teacher’s contract, Hazel Klaproth, 1935 
 f. 68 “Rural Schools and Communities in Cape Girardeau County,” 

(Indian Creek School) 1985 
 f. 69 “Trying conditions: an unvarnished history of one-room 

schools,” 1985 
 f. 70 The Banner Press: School (Oak Ridge, Leopold, Zalma, and 

Woodland) January 22, 2014 
 f. 71 Geneva Goodwin obituary (Hickory Grove, Round Pond, and 

Cane Creek schools), 2019 
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 f. 72 Noah VanMatre – photography, n.d.  
 f. 73 Bollinger County Historical Society, 1991-1992 
 f. 74 Notes no authors, n.d. 

 
 
Index: 
 

Index Terms Folder Image 
4-H clubs 6-11  
Arnzen family 6, 10-11 

 

Bollinger family 6-7, 10-11 
 

Burk, Bill 9-11 
 

Conrad family 6-7, 9-10 
 

Estes family 6-7, 10-11 
 

Frey, Hugo, 1873-1952 14 
 

Hahn family 7, 56 
 

Hahs family 6, 10 
 

Hog Creek School 6-7, 9, 30, 54  
Huskey, Freeda Marie VanMatre (1924-
2017) 

3, 6-7, 10-12, 35-36, 63 Yes 

Huskey, Joseph (1949-2024) 6-11, 35, 55 Yes 
Huskey, T.H. (Thomas Herbert) III (1923-
1974) 

1-5, 12, 30, 35 
 

Kage school 55  
Laflin (Mo.) 6, 11, 27, 31, 41, 56  
Lake Wappapello State Park, Wayne 
County (Mo.) 

6-11  

Leopold (Mo.) 27, 41, 56, 70  
Lincoln family 6-7 

 

Little Acorns Camp  8-9  
Lucky Clover 4-H 6-7, 10-11  
Lukefahr family 6, 8, 56 

 

Lutesville (Mo.) 6, 10, 27, 32, 40  
Marble Hill (Mo.) 5-7, 9-11, 27, 37-38, 40, 

42 
 

Mooney, Jewell W. 6, 35 
 

Nanney family 6, 10, 18, 63 
 

Nussbaum, Rose Lee 9-11 
 

Rural schools—Missouri  45, 52-66  
Seabaugh family 6-7, 30, 35, 39, 63 

 

Seabaugh, Verdette 30, 35, 39 
 

Will Mayfield College  30, 39-40, 66  
Woodland school 6-7, 10-11, 21, 39-40, 

42, 70 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
VanMatre family 7, 51, 54, 72 

 

Yount family 7, 10, 59 
 

Zalma (Mo.) 27, 66, 70  
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