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Historical Note:  
 
Booker T. Washington High School was founded in 1931 by Charles J. Lunderman, the first 
principal, who persuaded graduating 8th grade students from Washington School to remain and 
form a 9th grade class in the fall. The original building was a four-room building at 18th Street 
and Compress Road, with a nearby three-room shotgun house serving as the home economics 
building. There were four teachers: Mrs. Lucy Williams, Mrs. M. M. Cunningham, Miss Fields, 
and Ms. B. R. C. Parker.  
 
In 1932 the 7th-9th grades and the music classes moved to the Methodist church across the street 
from the original building. The school continued to expand as Mr. Lunderman recruited students 
from nearby communities like Hayti and Deering, and in 1934 Washington officially became a 
four-year high school. The school graduated its first senior class in 1935, with nine students. In 
1937 the WPA completed a new high school building, and the following spring a class of 15 
students graduated from that new building. The shop building, the first on campus to have indoor 
restrooms, was finished in 1951.  
 
In 1955, a new elementary school building was built on the southern part of campus. Integration 
began in 1964, with two Washington High School students moving to the White high school. In 
1967, the Caruthersville schools fully integrated, and Washington became a junior high school. 
When it eventually closed, the property was first sold to Caruthersville Cotton Warehouse, and 
then later to Lincoln University. In 2006, all four original buildings were destroyed by a tornado. 
One building was rebuilt on its old foundation, and in 2011 the Washington School Reunion Inc. 
erected a monument to honor the school’s history and legacy.  
 
Arrangement:  
 
This collection has been arranged into a single series, organized alphabetically by folder title.  
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
This collection contains materials related to B.T. Washington High School in Caruthersville, Mo. 
The materials are a mix of physical and digital items. The physical items consist of a brief 
history of the school and Black community life in that time period in Caruthersville; a photo of 
the B.T. Washington School campus in 1955 (the same as the image on the yearbook cover); 
several photos of the school buildings and a local movie theater in 1989; the monument that was 
erected in memory of the B.T. Washington School; and the refurbished building that is used by 
Lincoln University as an outreach center.  
 
The digital items are contained on four flash drives. These files include three home videos made 
by Dr. Cooke, all of which are filmed in color but without any audio. One video depicts a 
baptism in the 1950s at an unspecified pond in the Caruthersville area. One video records the 
graduation ceremony for the class of 1955, showing the students entering the auditorium, and 
then afterwards when the students and families exit the auditorium. The final video shows a joint 
meeting between Black and White educators in the 1950s or 1960s. The remainder of the digital 
files all relate to three episodes of a podcast created by Dr. Henry, which cover the annual 
reunion held by former students of the Washington School in the year 2025, reminiscing about 
their time as students. 
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Container List: 
 
f. 1  Brief history of Black community and school in Caruthersville (Mo.), 2025 
f. 2  Dr. Francis W. Cooke funeral program, 1997 
f. 3 Dr. Francis W. Cooke photos and Deloise Williams photo, n.d. 
f. 4  Podcast biographical notes and show write-up, 2025 
f. 5  School building photos, 1955, 1989 
f. 6 B.T. Washington High School yearbook (copy), 1955 
b.d.f. 7 (Digital) Missouri Life (21 still images, 3 home videos: Baptism, 1955 

graduation, BOE meeting), 1955, n.d. 
b.d.f. 8 (Digital) Former students at monument, 2025 
b.d.f. 9 (Digital) Podcast: Power of Home episode 1, 2025 
b.d.f. 10 (Digital) Podcast: Power of Home episodes 2 and 3, 2025 

 
Index: 
 

Index Terms Folder Image 
Agnew, John, Jr., 1936-2010 6 

 

Agnew, Juanita, 1938- 6 
 

Agnew, Leola (Lasley), 1936- 4, 6, b.d.f. 10 Yes 
Agnew, Roosevelt, 1938-2021 6 

 

Allen, Henry, 1938- 6 
 

Anderson, Betty 6 
 

Anderson, Brackens, 1943- 6 
 

Anderson, Dorothy 6 
 

Anderson, Dorothy 6 
 

Anderson, Emma 6 
 

Anderson, Erma J., 1940?- 6 
 

Anderson, Gloristine, 1947- 6 
 

Anderson, Mae Willie 6 
 

Anderson, Nellie Mae 1938- 6 
 

Anderson, Pleas, 1941- 6 
 

Anderson, Robert, 1948 6 
 

Arnold, Alice 6 
 

Askew, Deloris 6 
 

Avance, Lee Andrew, 1936- 6 
 

Bailey, Mae C., 1945- 6 
 

Barnes, Mary 6 
 

Barron, Bertha M., 1938?- 6 
 

Beans, Bertha Mae (Jefferson), 1938-1990 6 
 

Beard, Chalmers, Jr. 6 
 

Bell, Annie, 1935- 6 
 

Bell, Henry, 1946- 6 
 

Bell, Howard 1940- 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Bell, Jessie Lee, 1941- 6 

 

Bell, Malissa, 1939- 6 
 

Berry, Johnny, 1937 6 
 

Bess, Elvin, 1937-1975 6 
 

Booker T. Washington High School (Caruthersville, 
Mo.) 

1-6, b.d.f. 7-10 Yes 

Bowdry, Katie 6 
 

Bownes, Mattie Mae 6 
 

Boy Scout Troop 109 (Caruthersville, Mo.) 6 Yes 
Boyce, Lloyd, 1937-2005 6 

 

Boyce, Melvin 1938/40? 6 
 

Boyce, Rosetta 6 
 

Boyle, Earl J., 1938?- 6 
 

Boyle, Earline 6 
 

Boyle, Ethel J., 1938?- 6 
 

Boyle, Odie 6 
 

Bradford, Otto M. 6 
 

Bradley, Charles 6 
 

Bradley, John 6 
 

Bradley, Martha 6 
 

Bradley, Maxine 6 
 

Bradley, Sammie 6 
 

Bradley, Silas 6 
 

Bradley, Titus 6 
 

Bradly, Ruby, 1940- 6 
 

Brewer, Kittrell B. 6 
 

Briscoe, Lucious, 1939-2000 6 
 

Brooks, Charles 6 
 

Brown, Alfred, 1940- 6 
 

Brown, Barbara 6 
 

Brown, Bobby J., 1942- 6 
 

Brown, Geraldine 6 
 

Brown, Katie 6 
 

Brown, Milton 6 
 

Brown, Ruth 6 
 

Bryant, Christine 6 
 

Burgess, Edna M. 6 
 

Burgess, Edwin 6 
 

Burns, Carver 6 
 

Burns, Elma Jean, 1939- 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Burns, Jeffrey, 1940-2010 6 

 

Burton, Rosie Mae, 1938- 6 
 

Campbell, Alfred, 1940- 6 
 

Campbell, Dewitt 6 
 

Campbell, Dorthy 6 
 

Campbell, M. L. 1941- 6 
 

Campbell, Willie, Jr. 4, b.d.f. 10 
 

Carr, Bobbie 6 
 

Carr, Fred, 1940- 6 
 

Carr, Georgia 6 
 

Carr, Richard, 1940?- 6 
 

Carr, Robert, 1940?- 6 
 

Carter, Anita 6 
 

Carter, Aubrey 6 
 

Carter, Bernice 6 
 

Carter, Billy 6 
 

Carter, Bobby 6 
 

Carter, Doris 6 
 

Caruthersville High School (Caruthersville, Mo.) 5 Yes 
Causey, Charles, 1938- 6 

 

Causey, Fate 6 
 

Causey, M. F. (Mary F) 1940- 6 
 

Chambers, Hosie 6 
 

Chambers, Johnnie, 1939-2005 6 
 

Channel, George, 1936-1996 6 
 

Chapman, Andrew 6 
 

Charles, Betheria J. (Ross), 1952- 4, b.d.f. 9 
 

Cobb, Albert 6 
 

Cobb, Billy Joe 6 
 

Cobb, Frances 6 
 

Cobb, Irma 6 
 

Cobb, Jessie 6 
 

Cobb, John Eddie 6 
 

Cobb, Robert 6 
 

Cobb, Robert, 1939-2003 6 
 

Cobb, Willie L. 6 
 

Coleman, Alma 6 
 

Coleman, John E. 6 
 

Coleman, Ruby, 1938- 6 
 

Conley, Verdell 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Conrad, Ruby Jean, 1938- 6 

 

Cooke, F. W. (Francis Wardell), 1922-1997 2-3, b.d.f. 7 Yes 
Cooper, Johnnie 6 

 

Couch, Delois 1938 6 
 

Crawford, Elizah 6 
 

Crutchfield, Allen 6 
 

Crutchfield, Betty Nell 6 
 

Cub Pack 109 (Caruthersville, Mo.) 6 Yes 
Cummings, Frank, 1940- 6 

 

Cunningham, Ed. 1940? 6 
 

Currin, C. C. (Clyde Calvin) 6 
 

Dabney, Juanita, 1938- 6 
 

Dabney, Ollie, 1941- 6 
 

Daniel, Robert, 1939-1988 6 
 

Daniels, Jo Verna, 1941-1999 6 
 

Daniels, Mary B. 6 
 

Daniels, Mattie, 1946- 6 
 

Daniels, Shirley 6 
 

Darty, James L., 1945- 6 
 

Darty, Johnnie, 1948- 6 
 

Darty, Martha, 1945- 6 
 

Darty, William, 1947- 6 
 

Davenport, Henry 6 
 

Davis, Joseph H. 6 
 

Davis, Sherman 6 
 

Dawson, Ethel J. 6 
 

Dawson, Jessie 6 
 

Dawson, Joe M. 6 
 

Dawson, Willie 6 
 

Deloney, Gail 6 
 

Deloney, Larry 6 
 

Deloney, Patty, 1938? 6 
 

Diamond, Charlie O., 1937-1989 6 
 

Dinwiddie, Robert 6 
 

Dixon, Howard 6 
 

Donald, Rose M. 6 
 

Dotson, Mary, 1938- 6 
 

Driver, Elma 6 
 

Driver, Stephen 6 
 

Driver, Thelma 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Duncan, Rosetta 6 

 

Dye, Solomon, 1937-2007 6 
 

Edwards, Cleve, 1940?- 6 
 

Emerson, Clara N., 1939-1972 6 
 

Emerson, Gracie 6 
 

Emerson, Jesse 6 
 

Emerson, Marion 6 
 

Epting, Dorthy Lee, 1938-1994 6, b.d.f. 7 Yes 
Ewing, Joe Louis 6 

 

Ewing, Mary 6 
 

Ewing, Wade 6 
 

Fields, Linwood, 1937- 6 
 

Fields, Margaret "Peaches", 1945- 4, b.d.f. 10 
 

Ford, Ella B. 6 
 

Ford, Girlie, 1940- 6 
 

Fordson, Jerome 6 
 

Fowler, Hayward 6 
 

Franklin, Willie 6 
 

Garth, Lucienda (Jefferson), 1939- 6 
 

George, James 6 
 

Gidron, Richard, 1938-2007 6 
 

Gipson, Allene (Wade), 1895- 6, b.d.f. 7 Yes 
Glen, Addie B., 1941-1982 6 

 

Glenn, Charles 6 
 

Golden, James 6 
 

Grayson, Billy 6 
 

Greer, Annie Mae, 1939- 6 
 

Hall, Doris 1940-2022 6 
 

Hatfield, Mildred J., -1955 6 
 

Heggler, Lawrence, 1936-1985 6 
 

Henry, Johnnie M. 1938- 6 
 

Hill, Darline 6 
 

Hill, Dorothy 6 
 

Hill, Helen 6 
 

Hill, Isaac 1939 6 
 

Hill, Jessie 6 
 

Hill, Tonnie 6 
 

Hogan, Evelena, 1941- 6 
 

Holt, Betty, 1937- 6 
 

Hood, Johnny J., 1952- 4, b.d.f. 9 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Horton, Johnny, 1938-2007 6 

 

Hubbard, Eric A., 1954- 4, b.d.f. 10 
 

Hubbard, Terrance D., 1953?- 4, b.d.f. 10 
 

Hudson, Henry 6 
 

Hudson, James 6 
 

Hudson, Willie M. 6 
 

Hughes, Clara Jean, 1941- 6 
 

Hundley, Brenda Rochelle (Cooke) 4, 6, b.d.f. 10 
 

Hunter, Allene 6 
 

Hunter, Jenette 6 
 

Hunter, Minnie Lee (Dotson), 1936- 6 
 

Hunter, Roosevelt 6 
 

Hurd, Charles 6 
 

Hurd, Freddie M., 1938- 6 
 

Hurd, Freeman 1939- 6 
 

Hurd, Helene Ann 1939-? 6 
 

Isabel, Charlie 6 
 

Isabel, Peggy J. 6 
 

Isom, Claude, 1939- 6 
 

Jackson, Douglas 6 
 

Jackson, Hezekiah, 1944- 6 
 

Jackson, J. L. 6 
 

Jackson, Jeremiah, 1942- 6 
 

Jackson, Quincy, 1948- 6 
 

Jamerson, Louise, 1940- 6 
 

James, Frank 6 
 

Jarvies, Louise, 1938- 6 
 

Jefferson, J. B. (Jefferson Bennett), Jr., 1937-2013 6 
 

Jenkins, Mittie 6 
 

Jenkins, Monroe 6 
 

Jenkins, Napoleon 6 
 

Joe, Earl 1939- 6 
 

Joe, Sylvester, 1938- 6 
 

Johnson, Adam James, Jr., 1938-1991 6 
 

Johnson, Dorothy, 1943- 6 
 

Johnson, Ella, 1939-2008 6 
 

Johnson, Elmer L. 6 
 

Johnson, Emma 6 
 

Johnson, Frank 6 
 

Johnson, Jessie 6 
 



(CG0080) Washington School (Caruthersville, Mo.) Collection Page 9 
 

Go to top 

Index Terms Folder Image 
Johnson, Johnny Lee, 1936- 6 

 

Johnson, Larry 6 
 

Johnson, Patricia 6 
 

Johnson, Pearlie Mae (younger) 6 
 

Johnson, Pearlie Mae, 1939-2006 6 
 

Johnson, Pearline (Cobb), 1938-2002 6 
 

Johnson, Sandra F. 6 
 

Johnson, Verlene, 1941- 6 
 

Jones, Dan W. 6 
 

Jones, Dixie Mae 1938 6 
 

Jones, Georgia 6 
 

Jones, Jacqueline 6 
 

Jones, James Lee, 1939-1994 6 
 

Jones, Jessie, 1937- 6 
 

Jones, Larry 4, b.d.f. 10 
 

Jones, Marene 6 
 

Jones, Marie 6 
 

Jones, Mary C., 1939- 6 
 

Jones, Nathaniel 6 
 

Jones, Rosie Lee 6 
 

Jones, Ulysses 6 
 

Jonson, Margaret 6 
 

Joseph, Yvonne 6 
 

Lackridge, Masie 6 
 

Lane, LeRoy, 1941-2018 6 
 

Lawrence, Dorothy, 1940?- 6 
 

Lawrence, Edward 6 
 

Lawrence, Rosie 6 
 

Lawrence, Ruthie 6 
 

Lee, Barbara, 1940- 6 
 

Lemons, John Louis, 1940-2001 6 
 

Lemons, Johnny, 1936-2011 6 
 

Lewis, Clyde 1940- 6 
 

Lewis, Earl 6 
 

Lewis, Fate 6 
 

Lewis, Ida Jean 6 
 

Lewis, John L., 1935-2014 6 
 

Lewis, L. C. 6 
 

Lewis, Lottie, 1938- 6 
 

Lewis, Louella 1938-1997 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Lewis, Rosie 6 

 

Lockridge, Willie M. 6 
 

Love, Sullivan 6 
 

Lunderman, Robert 6 
 

Lunderman, William 4, 6, b.d.f. 10 Yes 
Lyde, Gloria 6 

 

Lyons, Charles, 1940- 6 
 

Lyons, Ernestine, 1946- 6 
 

Lyons, James B., 1937- 6 
 

Lyons, Louise, 1941- 6 
 

Lyons, Ora Lee, 1947- 6 
 

Lyons, Pearline, 1943- 6 
 

Lyons, Willie, 1939- 6 
 

Mack, Walter 6 
 

Macklin, Mary 6 
 

Mattox, Joe Louis, 1937-2017 6 
 

McCoy, Jimmy 6 
 

McCoy, Phil, 1940-1983 6 
 

McFarland, Thelma, 1936- 6 
 

McGhee, Lewis T., 1938-1969 6 
 

McGhee, Robert Lee, 1936-2013 6 
 

McNeal, Esther 1941- 6 
 

McNeal, Henry, 1940- 6 
 

McNeal, Louis 6 
 

McNeal, Robert 6 
 

McNeal, Winnie, 1942-2021 6 
 

McNear, Ora Lue, 1938-1992 6 
 

Meyers, Ernestine, 1939- 6 
 

Moore, Charles 6 
 

Moore, Virgie, 1941- 6 
 

More, Tommy, 1938-1975 6 
 

Moss, Carrie 6 
 

Moss, Cora, 1937 - 2014 6 
 

Moss, John L. 6 
 

Moss, Joyce Ann 6 
 

Moss, Rosa, 1938- 6 
 

Nelson, Elmore 6 
 

Nelson, Joe Nathan 6 
 

Nelson, Laura 6 
 

Nelson, Pauline, 1939- 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Nelson, Ronald Gilmore, 1948- 4, 6, b.d.f. 9 Yes 
Nelson, Salone G. 6 

 

Nelson, Walter L. 6 
 

Northern, Leroy 6 
 

Owens, Fred 6 
 

Owens, Lee A., 1940- 6 
 

Palmer, M. P. 6 
 

Palmer, Mattie L. 6 
 

Palmer, Pauline 1940- 6 
 

Palmer, William L. 6 
 

Palmer, Willie Lee 6 
 

Pearson, Ivory M. 6 
 

Pearson, Odell 6 
 

Pearson, Robert 6 
 

Perry, Zelma Lee 6 
 

Pettigrew, William, 1937-2012 6 
 

Petty, Billy 6 
 

Petty, Jerry 6 
 

Petty, Robert 1938- 6 
 

Phillips, Christine, 1940- 6 
 

Pittman, Jessie M., 1937-2018 6 
 

Pittman, Mozella (Mitchell), 1938- 6 
 

Powell, Clara Golden 6 
 

Power of Home (podcast) b.d.f. 9-10  
Prather, James, 1940- 6 

 

Prather, Mary L. 6 
 

Prather, Willie 6 
 

Prather, Willie C., 1941-2005 6 
 

Presberry, Brian Sidney 4, b.d.f. 10 
 

Presberry, Iva 4, b.d.f. 9 
 

Presberry, Richard L., Sr. 4, b.d.f. 9 
 

Reed, Leonard, 1940- 6 
 

Reese, Jimmy, 1938- 6 
 

Richmond, Gertrude, 1938- 6 
 

Riley, Jim Earl, 1940? 6 
 

Rinehart, Barbara 6 
 

Robinson, Betty J. 6 
 

Robinson, Emma 1941-? 6 
 

Robinson, Irma J., 1941- 6 
 

Robinson, Larry 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Robinson, Malinda L. 6 

 

Robinson, Virginia 6 
 

Rodgers, Idia 6 
 

Rodgers, James 6 
 

Rodgers, James 6 
 

Rogers, Juanita 6 
 

Ross, James 6 
 

Ross, Luthel 6 
 

Ruffin, Helen Newton 6 
 

Rush, Tommy, 1941- 6 
 

Sanders, Percy 1939- 6 
 

Scott, Dorothy 6 
 

Sharp, Lena Mae, 1940- 6 
 

Sharp, McKinley 6 
 

Shelby, Frank 1 
 

Shelby, Maggie S. 1, 6 
 

Simmons, Josephine, 1939- 6 
 

Simmons, Kenneth, 1953?- 4, b.d.f. 9 
 

Simmons, Richard A. 6 
 

Simmons, Sallie 6 
 

Sims, Allen James, 1935- 6 
 

Sims, Arbie Jean (Rush), 1938-2000 6 
 

Sims, Ethel, 1938- 6 
 

Sims, Idell 6 
 

Sims, J. W., 1938- 6 
 

Sims, Preston 6 
 

Sims, Roosevelt, 1941-2004 6 
 

Smith, Carolyn 6 
 

Smith, Carrie B., 1942- 6 
 

Smith, Delois 6 
 

Smith, Dorothy 6 
 

Smith, Ernestine, 1938?- 6 
 

Smith, Eugene 6 
 

Smith, James W., 1937- 6 
 

Smith, John 6 
 

Smith, Lenard, 1938?- 6 
 

Smith, Lulu Ann, 1941- 6 
 

Smith, Pearlie Mae, 1938- 6 
 

Stapleton, Ruby Lee, 1938-1960 6 
 

Starks, Evelyn 1938 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
Steele, Guisie, 1940- 6 

 

Steele, Joe Eddie, 1938- 6 
 

Steward, Joseph 6 
 

Stubbs, Effie Lee, 1938- 6 
 

Summerset, M. J. 1941-? 6 
 

Sykes, Mildred 6 
 

Taylor, Helen, 1937-1980 6 
 

Taylor, Peggy 6 
 

Terrill, Martha 6 
 

Terry, James, 1941- 6 
 

Terry, Yvonne, 1943- 6 
 

The Gem (Caruthersville, Mo.) 1, 5 Yes 
Thompson, Eugene 6 

 

Thompson, Flora 6 
 

Thompson, William 6 
 

Timothy, Josephine 1940 6 
 

Tipler, Kenneth Lee 4, b.d.f. 9 
 

Tipler, Robert, 1938-2013 6 
 

Toles, Betty 6 
 

Trainor, Fletcher, 1940- 6 
 

Tucker, Recia May, 1938- 6 
 

Tucker, William 1941-1997? 6 
 

Tutt, Lola Mae 1939- 6 
 

Tyres, Nathaniel, 1939?- 6 
 

Tyus, John Lee 6 
 

Utley, Estella 6 
 

Walton, Mamie Lipsey 4, b.d.f. 9 Yes 
Warren, Betty 6 

 

Warren, George, 1941-2010 6 
 

Washington, Leonard 1 
 

Weatherall, Jimmie D. 6 
 

Webster, Sandra 6 
 

Welch, Alma L. 6 
 

Wesley, Charles 1941?- 6 
 

Wheatherall, Earnest 6 
 

Whitaker, Dessie Mae 6 
 

Whitaker, Jackie 6 
 

Whitaker, Jacqueline 6 
 

White, Erniece, 1938- 6 
 

White, Gary 6 
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Index Terms Folder Image 
White, James 6 

 

White, Lemuel, 1940- 6 
 

White, Mazzie 6 
 

Wilbourn, Sylvester 6 
 

Williams, Betty Jean 6 
 

Williams, Charles 6 
 

Williams, Deloise (Brown), 1955- 3-4, b.d.f. 10 Yes 
Williams, Elles M. 6 

 

Williams, Jo Ann 6 
 

Williams, Lenard 6 
 

Williams, Lillie 6 
 

Williams, Roy 6 
 

Willis, Roy Edward 6 
 

Wilson, Evelene 6 
 

Wilson, James 6 
 

Wilson, Lee Roy 6 
 

Wilson, Mose 6 
 

Wilson, Shelly 6 
 

Wilson, Theodore 1937/8-2006 6 
 

Wilson, Willie 6 
 

Woods, Harvey 6 
 

Woods, Mary A., 6 
 

Woolens, Ruth, 1938-2001 6 
 

Wright, Charles, 1948- 6 
 

Wright, Donald, 1945- 6 
 

Wright, Earl, 1940- 6 
 

Wright, Luther, 1943- 6 
 

Wright, Rufus, 1943- 6 
 

Wright, Samuel, 1938-1998 6 
 

Yette, Otis 6 
 

Young, Daryl B. 4, b.d.f. 10 
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