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RESTRICTED 
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INTRODUCTION 

 The papers consist of two translated copies of the book, The State of Missouri; An 

Account with Special References to German Immigration, 1859, written by Friedrich Muench, an 

influential German writer and later Missouri  politician. The translations were done by Elsa 

Nagel from the original German, and include one handwritten and one typed copy. 

 

DONOR INFORMATION 

 The papers were transferred from the State Historical Society of Missouri to the 

Manuscript Collection in 14 January 1983 (Accession No. 2462) 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 Friedrich Muench was born the son of a Lutheran minister in the small village of 

Niedergemunden, Germany, in 1799. Educated at home, he entered the University of Giessen, to 

obtain his ministerial degree, and became embroiled in the ideals of Ludwig Jahn, Karl Follen 

and the student revolutionary groups. Caught up with the assassination of Karl Sand, these 

groups came under close government scrutiny, causing Karl Follen, older brother to Muench’s 

best friend and fellow student, Paul Follenius, to flee to America. Muench and Follenius led the 

largest German emigration group to settle in Missouri, the Giessen Emigration Society. Muench 

led half of the group’s 500 members and settled along the Missouri River, on Lake Creek in the 

summer of 1834. 

 Muench, a prolific writer, wrote in both English and German, for the German population, 

on subjects ranging from Agriculture to Philosophy, with a deep devotion to his adopted 

Missouri and the subject of emigration. From newspapers to books, his writings reached his loyal 

audience in many forms. 

 By 1854, he was speaking publicly on platforms as far as New York and Philadelphia on 

the issues of the day. In 1859, Muench wrote the book, The State of Missouri, An Account with 

Special Reference to German Immigration, promoting emigration to the State of Missouri.   

 In 1861 his speeches inflamed audiences in both Warren County and nearby Franklin 

County, on the issues of succession. A staunch abolitionist, his life, family and home were often 

threatened. Despite personal threats, Muench was elected to the Missouri Senate in 1862 for the 

First District, which included Warren and St. Charles Counties, which had the highest 

predominately German population in the state. Friedrich Muench died on his farm in Dutzow, 

Missouri, on December 14, 1881. 

  

 

 

http://shsmo.org/manuscripts
mailto:research@shsmo.org


FOLDER LIST 

 

f. 1-27 The State of Missouri. An Account with Special Reference to German 

Immigration, 1859. Handwritten translation from original German 

f. 28-54 The State of Missouri. An Account with Special Reference to German 

Immigration, 1859. Typescript translation from original German 

 

INDEX TERMS 

 

Index Term Folder 

Missouri--Description and travel, 1850s 1-54 

Missouri--German Americans 1-54 

Muench, Friedrich 1-54 

 


