
 
 

 

 

Louis A. Grinstead Memoirs 

C4418 
 

Collection Number: C4418 

 

Collection Title: Louis A. Grinstead Memoirs 

 

Dates: 1937 

 

Creator: Grinstead, Louis A., 1887-1972 

 

Abstract: The memoirs of a resident of Scotland County, Missouri, detail his life growing up on 

the family farm and his World War I experience serving in France in the United States Army. 

Grinstead was a member of Company A, 354th Infantry Regiment, 89th Division. 

 

Collection Size: 0.01 cubic feet 

       (1 folder) 

 

Language: Collection materials are in English.  

 

Repository: The State Historical Society of Missouri 

 

Restrictions on Access: Collection is open for research.  This collection is available at The State 

Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Columbia. If you would like more information, 

please contact us at columbia@shsmo.org. Collections may be viewed at any research center. 

 

Restrictions on Use: The donor has given and assigned to the State Historical Society of 

Missouri all rights of copyright, which the donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s 

works as may be found among any collections of Materials received by the Society from others. 

 

Preferred Citation: [Specific item; box number; folder number] Louis A. Grinstead Memoirs 

(C4418); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Columbia [after first mention 

may be abbreviated to SHSMO-C]. 

 

Donor Information:  The memoirs were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by 

Hollis Anne Hoglund on January 24, 2021 (Accession No. CA6589). 

 

Processed by: Processed by Isabelle Graves, February 10, 2021. 

 

Historical Note:  

 

Louis A. Grinstead grew up on his farm in Scotland County, Missouri, as the youngest of six 

children. His parents were Benjamin Rufus Grinstead and Katherine Amanda Rugh. Louis never 
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married and continued to live on the farm after returning from service in World War I. The two 

sets of memoirs written in 1937 showcase Louis’ life before the war, living and working on a 

farm, and then his experience serving in World War I and briefly of his life after returning from 

service. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following series:  

 

Memoirs 

  

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Memoirs 

 

These memoirs describe the life of Louis A. Grinstead. The memoirs are broken up into two 

parts: farm life (1893-1917) and serving in World War I. The first section is comprised of a 

recollection of how life was in different transportation eras, including the spring wagon and road 

cart era, horse and buggy era, and motorized car era. There are also details of his childhood, 

including the schools and teachers he had, sports he played, and extra curriculars such as the 

literary society. 

 

 Farm activities such as wood sawing, ice harvesting, ice cream making, and barn building are 

explained in detail. Rural diversions such as trips to state fairs and Chautauqua, fishing, and 

Easter Sundays are also recounted. Grinstead also notes the changes that took place through the 

years on the farm such as putting in the first telephone lines, getting a fridge, purchasing their 

first car, and the start of a rural mail service. Mentions of new farm technology such as 

lawnmowers and tractors are also in this section but not in great detail. Places in Missouri 

mentioned in the first part of the memoirs include: Brock (Scotland County), Kirksville, and Elm 

Grove. 

 

 In the second part of the memoirs, Grinstead recounts his days in training camp, the trip over to 

Europe, and his time spent fighting in France. His recollection of the day he is gassed by the 

enemy lines is also told as well as the time spent moving from hospital to hospital afterwards. 

Camps mentioned in this section include Camp Dunston (Kansas), Le Mans Camp (France), and 

Camp Merritt (New Jersey). 
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