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Historical Note:  

 

The Hughes and Latimer families migrated separately from Kentucky to Missouri in the mid-

nineteenth century and joined through the marriage of Bondurant Hughes (1865-1924) and 

Jemima Latimer (1868-1937) in 1892. Bondurant, a young doctor who had grown up in Saline 

County, had recently graduated from Washington University in Saint Louis. He and Jemima 

moved to Dalton, a small town in Chariton County, where their son Latimer Hughes (1894-1959) 

was born. Although he was a doctor in Dalton, Bondurant and his family moved to Keytesville 

where he set up his own practice in 1897. There, they had their second son Dewey (1898-1965), 

who was named after a local doctor that Bondurant admired. While Bondurant was a prominent 

physician, his wife Jemima was involved in local, state, and national politics. In 1910, the people 

of Keytesville wanted to erect a monument to the Confederate General Sterling Price and 

Jemima played a prominent role in the undertaking. She first presented a report to the 1910 

Daughters of the Confederation convention in Cape Girardeau, and a bill was passed by the 

Missouri State Assembly a year later funding the project. Jemima was appointed to the 

commission responsible for its construction, and it was completed in 1915. 

 

Bondurant became the superintendent of the Mt. Vernon state T. B. sanatorium in 1913 and his 

son Latimer graduated from pharmacy school in 1917, continuing the medical profession within 

the family. That same year, Bondurant and Jemima were invited to the inauguration of Woodrow 

Wilson as prominent Democrats in the state of Missouri and Jemima tried to establish a Red 

Cross unit in Keytesville, as WWI was becoming more and more of a reality for the US. Her son 

Latimer was conscripted before the Army determined that he was physically unfit for service 

because of his asthma, allowing him to stay in Missouri. In 1920, after the war was over, Jemima 

became increasingly active in Democratic politics. She formed a local Democratic Victory club 

is approximately 1922, a result of efforts being made to get women more involved with politics 

after the passing of the 19th Amendment in 1920. In 1924 Jemima was selected to be a delegate 

to the Democratic National Convention in New York City, who chose John Davis as their 

candidate for that year's election. 

 

Latimer, son of Jemima and Bondurant, used his pharmacy credentials to run a drug store in 

Keytesville, marrying Marie Emerson (1895-1991) in 1917. Their only child Charles, the donor 

of these papers, was born in 1924 (-2017). In 1926, Latimer, Marie, and Charles moved to 

Oklahoma City to advance Latimer's pharmaceutical career—a decision which managed to bring 

the family through the Great Depression relatively unscathed. In 1941, Charles graduated high 

school and began college at the University of Oklahoma in Norman where he joined the 

NROTC. Three years later, in 1944, he was commissioned as an ensign in the Naval Reserve and 

shipped to the Southwest Pacific, debarking in New Guinea. From there he went on to the 

Central Pacific as part of a carrier task force to carry out air strikes against various Japanese 

islands. Charles came back to the US for a brief period, stopping in Seattle and San Francisco, 

before returning to Pearl Harbor and then the Western Pacific, where he was involved in the 

Battle of Okinawa in April, 1945. When the war was over later that year, Charles returned to the 

US and married Helen Hocum (1918-1984) in 1946. After completing flight school, he and 

Helen moved around the country before Charles was released from active duty in 1948 and they 

returned to his hometown of Oklahoma City. There, Charles finished a degree in geology, getting 

a job at Luttrell Drilling Company in Effingham, Illinois, in the early 1950s; however, because of 

his father Latimer's ailing health, he and Helen moved to Keytesville in 1953. 
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That year, Helen and Charles adopted their only child Lawrence, or Larry (1945-), when he was 

eight years old. Charles continued his involvement in the military with participation in the Navy 

Reserve, completing more training throughout 1955-1969 before retiring with over 25 years of 

service. Larry graduated from high school in 1964 and enrolled that same year at Central 

Methodist College in Fayette; in 1966, he joined the Navy, completing training in San Diego 

before going to submarine and scuba diving school. In 1967, Larry was engaged to Sally Ann 

Newman and they married in 1969. That same year their first son Charles, or Charles (1969-) 

was born, named after his grandfather, with their second son William, or Billy (1972-), being 

born three years later. Larry came back to Missouri after his naval tours and graduated from 

Central Methodist College in 1973; he was subsequently employed as an assistant and head 

basketball coach in Glasgow, Brunswick, and Mound City, the last at which he won the state 

championship in 1981. He and Sally divorced in 1985. 

 

In 1982, Charles retired to spend more time with his wife, Helen, and they moved to Columbia in 

1984 to be closer to better healthcare; she died that same year and Charles remarried two years 

later in 1986 to Anna Mary Yager Fort. In 1987 Charlie graduated high school and began 

attending Southwest Missouri State University in Springfield, graduating in 1992 with a degree 

in hotel management. Billy, Charles' other grandson, graduated high school in 1991.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series:  

  

Correspondence 

Family Papers 

Democratic National Convention 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Correspondence 

 

This series includes correspondence from the course of almost two hundred years of letters 

mostly between members of the Latimer-Hughes family. Beginning in the 1850s and 1860s, a 

majority of the letters, deeds, wills, and other materials included in the series revolve around 

doctor Bondurant (1865-1924) and Jemima Hughes née Latimer (1868-1937) and their children 

(Bondurant) Latimer (1894-1959) and Dewey Hughes (1898-1965). Discussed are their travels, 

professional accomplishments, and life in Keytesville. The bulk of the letters are from 1941-

1953, during which the grandson of Bondurant and Jemima, son of Latimer and Marie (1895-

1991)—Charles L. Hughes (1924-2017)—was in the Navy. Charles' letters concern the 

beginning of WWII while he was at university prior to his commissioning as well as during the 

war. His account of WWII discusses life at sea throughout his years of active duty and his 1946 

marriage to Helen Hocum (1918-1984). After his military service, the letters discuss Charles' 

return to college, his work in the oil business, the adoption of his son Lawrence (Larry) M. 

(1945-), and his move back to Keytesville in the 1950s. There is more concerning Charles' 

continuing naval training as well as travels by Helen and their son Larry. As the letters progress, 

they revolve around Larry, his time in the military, his family life with wife Sally, whom he 

married in 1969, and their two children Charles (Charlie) S. (1969-) and William M. (1972-). 

The letters further discuss Charles L. Hughes' retirement and the subsequent death of his wife 

Helen in 1984, as well as his 1986 marriage to second wife Anna Mary Yager Fort.  
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Family Papers 

 

This series includes materials pertaining to the United Daughters of the Confederacy and the 

United Confederate Veterans organization in Missouri. There is a United Daughters of the 

Confederacy local chapter booklet, a 1928 Missouri Division of United Confederate Veterans 

officer list, a 1928 United Confederate Veterans reunion flyer, and a 1928 newspaper clipping on 

the death of General Archibald A. Pearson (1847-1928), who was the commander of the 

Missouri Division of United Confederate Veterans. Further, the series contains a 1928 letter from 

Archibald A. Pearson to Jemima Hughes (1868-1937) concerning her appointment to his 

Sponsorial Staff and a 1927 letter to members of the Missouri legislature discussing pensions for 

Confederate Veterans. There is 1928 correspondence on new badges for the Ladies of Missouri 

Division of the United Confederate Veterans and 1907 and 1908 applications to the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy for Jemima Hughes and a Nita Hughes-Delaney.  

 

Also this series are funeral notices for members of the Latimer family (1891-1918), a 1912 

Keytesville High School commencement invitation, and two pharmacist renewal certificates 

from 1914 and 1957 for Bondurant Hughes (1865-1924) and (Bondurant) Latimer Hughes 

(1894-1959), respectively. Further, included is a 1900 death certificate for Charles L. Latimer 

(1840-1900); an undated certificate of membership to the Mentor Association for Jemima 

Hughes; the 1892 marriage certificate for Bondurant Hughes to Jemima Latimer; and a 1904 

coroner license for Bondurant Hughes. There are also pieces from 1941 and 1946 regarding 

Charles L. Hughes, the donor of the papers. 

 

The series further consists of 1922-1923 and 1929 ephemera from the international travels of 

Jemima and Lora M. Hughes (1882-1932). Alongside passenger lists containing the Hughes 

women from 1922 Empress of Britain, 1929 S. S. Lapland, and 1929 R. M. S. Albertic voyages, 

there are also menus from the trips and a souvenir itinerary. From the 1922 Clark's 17th Orient 

Cruise aboard the S. S. Scotland, the series includes a baggage tag, certificate of membership, 

passenger list, newsletter, menus, and programs for planned stops and optional side trips. There 

is also a flyer for Clark's Around the World 1923 cruise. 

  

This series also contains a 2007 memoir by Charles L. Hughes (1924-2017), entitled An Account 

of my Part in the War with Japan. 

 

Democratic National Convention 

 

This series contains newspaper clippings, pamphlets, essays, correspondence, invitations, 

programs, minutes and other materials surrounding Jemima Hughes' (1868-1937) involvement in 

Missouri politics from 1917-1927. Organizations mentioned are the Chariton County Democratic 

Central Committee, the Democratic State Committee of Missouri, the Democratic National 

Committee, the National Democratic Club, the Democratic Women's Clubs, the National 

Women's Democratic Law Enforcement League, and the 1924 Democratic National Convention. 

Especially prominent is coverage of Jemima Hughes' (1868-1937) involvement in Missouri 

politics and her election as a delegate to the 1924 convention. Further, the series holds the 1923 

Democratic National Committee dues receipts for Jemima and her husband Bondurant Hughes 

(1865-1924). The series also includes a program for the 1917 inauguration ceremony of 

Woodrow Wilson.  

 

Container List: 
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f. 1-29 Correspondence 

 f. 1 1812-1870 (the 1812 date reflects a transcribed will) 

 f. 2 1856-1877 

 f. 3 1876-1897 

 f. 4 1898-1900 

 f. 5 1901-1908 

 f. 6 1910-1918 

 f. 7 1918-1922 

 f. 8 1923-1924 

 f. 9 1925-1932 

 f. 10 1933-1937 

 f. 11 1937-1941 

 f. 12 1941-1944 

 f. 13 1944-1945 

 f. 14 1945-1946 

 f. 15 1947 

 f. 16 1948-1949 

 f. 17 1949-1951 

 f. 18 1952-1953 

 f. 19 1953-1954 

 f. 20 1955-1956 

 f. 21 1957-1959 

 f. 22 1960-1966 

 f. 23 1966-1967 

 f. 24 1967-1969 

 f. 25 1969-1970 

 f. 26 1970-1980 

 f. 27 1981-1984 

 f. 28 1985-1991 

 f. 29 1991-1993 

f. 30-33 Family Papers 

 f. 30 2007 memoir by Charles L. Hughes (1924-2017), An Account of 

my Part in the War with Japan. 

 f. 31 1907-1908, 1927-1929 papers from Missouri Chapters of United 

Daughters of the Confederacy and United Confederate Veterans.  

 f. 32 1891, 1896, 1900, 1918 funeral notices; 1912 Keytesville High 

School commencement invitation; 1914, 1957 registered 

pharmacist renewal certificates for Bondurant Hughes (1865-

1924) and (Bondurant) Latimer Hughes (1894-1959), 

respectively; 1900 death certificate for Charles L. Latimer (1840-

1900); undated certificate of membership to the Mentor 

Association for Jemima Hughes (1868-1937); 1892 marriage 

certificate for Bondurant Hughes to Jemima Hughes, née Latimer 

(1868-1937); 1904 coroner license for Bondurant Hughes; 1941, 

1946 clipping and correspondence regarding Charles L. Hughes. 

 f. 33 1922-1923, 1929 ephemera from international travels of Jemima 

and Lora M. Hughes (1882-1932), including menus, passenger 

lists, itineraries, and correspondence. 

f. 34-35 Democratic National Convention 
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 f. 34 1920-1928 correspondence, clippings, invitations, programs, 

minutes, and other papers surrounding the Chariton County 

Democratic Central Committee, the Democratic State Committee 

of Missouri, the Democratic National Committee, and the 1924 

Democratic National Convention. 

 f. 35 1917-1927 programs, pamphlets, invitations, and other ephemera 

regarding the National Democratic Club, Democratic Women's 

Clubs, National Woman's Democratic Law Enforcement League, 

the 1917 inauguration of Woodrow Wilson, and the 1924 

Democratic National Convention. 
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