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The Grover family was a prominent family in Warrensburg, Missouri, from 1844 and onward. 
This family was known for owning major real estate and property and for supporting the Pacific 
Railroad expansion through St. Louis to Warrensburg. Benjamin Whiteman Grover was the fifth 
sheriff of Johnson County in 1850 and was elected to the Missouri State Senate for four years. 
He was also a Colonel for the Union army in the American Civil War and fought in the 27th 
Missouri Mounted Infantry in 1861. He died in 1861 in the Battle of Lexington from fatal 
wounds. His wife, Letitia D. Grover was also very prominent when it came to public affairs in 
Warrensburg. She was the main person leasing their property in Warrensburg and would also deal 
with the financial side of leasing the properties. She also assisted with the building Maguire 
Bridge in Warrensburg. She died in 1901 in her home.  
 
Their children were also widely known in Warrensburg. Their son Benjamin W. Grover was 
involved in the family business and the railroad expansion. He was employed by the Wabash 
Railroad, Denver and Ft. Worth Railroad, and the Northern Pacific Railroad. He died in 1896 in 
El Paso, Texas. Another son, Robert Jones Grover, was involved in the Northern Pacific Railroad 
as an auditor and later in life moved back to Warrensburg and entered the insurance business 
with his sister Elizabeth F. Grover. He died in 1936 at home. Their daughter Elizabeth F. Grover 
was a teacher and taught for 27 years in the public schools of Warrensburg and in the Normal 
School. After teaching, she then entered the real estate and insurance business for three years 
before dying in 1940. Another daughter, Annie G. Grover, was married in in 1874 and was a 
housewife until she died in 1926. Their son George S. Grover was also a prominent person in the 
community known for his service in the Civil War. He served in 1861 with his father in the 27th 
Missouri Mounted Infantry and was honorably discharged for wounds received in the war. He 
then went on to work in the legal department for Wabash Railroad for thirty-one years. He died 
in 1927 from a stroke.     
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been arranged into the following series 
 
Family Papers  
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
Family Papers  
 
These records consist of correspondence between friends and family, community members, and 
employers between 1933-1906. The letters from employers pertain to Elizabeth F. Grover when 
she was looking for teaching work. There are also letters in German that are dated from 1791 to 
1870. Since this family was a prominent business family, there are many tax records from 1866-
1907, and receipts and other finical documents from 1833-1906. The receipts mostly consist of 
purchases for lumber, coal, newspaper, and medicines. These records also consist of deeds that 
pertain to the selling or leasing of land and contracts for stocks and acres. These records are in 
Letitia D. Grover’s name and range from 1848-1902. There are also court documents pertaining 
to a piece of land that the Grover family owned in 1890. These records also contain small 
standard issued military buttons and reunion broches from the American Civil War that belonged 
to George S. Grover. These records are arranged alphabetically by record type, and each folder is 
in date order.  
 
Container List: 
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f. 1 Civil War Artifacts, ribbons, buttons 
f. 2 Civil War Papers, 1864-1872 
f. 3-4 Correspondence, 1843-1879 and 1870-1903 
f. 5 Court Documents  
f. 6 Deeds and Important Documents, 1848-1902 
f. 7 Letters in German, 1791-1870 
f. 8 Miscellaneous/Harris Family Death Records  
f. 9 Railroad  
f. 10 Robert Grover Personal Papers  
f. 11 Receipts, 1833-1906 
f. 12 Tax Documents, 1866-1907 

 
Index:  

  
Index Term Folders 

American Civil War (1861-1865) 1, 2 
Barry, Annie 3 
Brown, E. B. 2 
Calhoun, William 3 
Circuit Court--Johnson County (Mo.) 5 
Deeds--Johnson County (Mo.) 6 
Dickson, Joseph 3 
Edgan, William S. 3, 4 
Grover family 1-12 
Grover, Annie 3, 4 
Grover, Annie S. 3 
Grover, Benjamin W. 2-5 
Grover, Elizabeth F. 3, 4 
Grover, George S. 2-4 
Grover, Letitia D. 2-5 
Grover, Maggie 3 
Grover, Robert J. 10 
Harris family 8 
Harris, Lauraett Inath 8 
Harris, Mary E. Marcella 8 
Harris, Thomas 8 
Missouri State Lunatic Asylum #1 (Fulton, Mo.) 3 
Oath of Allegiance 2 
Pacific Railway 9 
Pension claims 2 
Receipts 11 
Reports 2 
Smith, T. R. H. 3 
Zoll, William 3 
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