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Charles Thomas Litherbury was born on May 11, 1835 in Vevay, Indiana. He passed away on 

December 4, 1893 in Atchison County, Missouri. His first wife was Sarah Morgan, and his 

second wife was Thalia (Fay) Ann DeSilva. Fay was born March 24, 1851 in Highland, 

Wisconsin and passed away on March 16, 1934 in Atchison County, Missouri. Charles and Fay 

had six children including May L. Litherbury. May was born April 2, 1882 in Fairfax, Missouri. 

She married Percy Justin Beck and they had several children including Thalia Beck. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following 8 folders under the correspondence subject.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

This collection contains materials related to Litherbury and Beck family members, farming, 

activities of children, war letters, genealogy, family history, and other miscellaneous topics. 

These letters were written by members of the Litherbury and Beck families from the 1850s to the 

1960s. Charles Litherbury served in the Civil War and wrote one letter home to his first wife 

Sarah Morgan. Several letters from 1876 document the courtship between Charles and his second 

wife Thalia (Fay) DeSilva. Several letters from the 1880s written by Charles discuss his Civil 

War service and a reunion of his regiment. Charles passed away in 1893, and subsequent letters 

are addressed to his wife Fay or his daughter May Litherbury. May married Percy Beck and had 

two children Lloyd and Thalia Beck. There are a number of letters written to May Beck and to 

her daughter Thalia. A series of letters written during the 1940s alludes slightly to aspects of 

World War II. The letters are mostly concerned with family matters such as farming, activities of 

children, the weather, and news of extended family. This collection also includes an undated -

family record for Jonathan Thompson and Martha Geer, and a history of Joseph De Silva and his 

descendants given to Thalia Beck by her uncle Walter O. DeSilva. 
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Correspondence 

 

f. 1 Correspondence, Undated, 1857-1889 

f. 2 Correspondence, 1890-1896 

f. 3 Correspondence, 1898-1903 

f. 4 Correspondence, 1904-1925 

f. 5 Correspondence, 1927-1935 

f. 6 Correspondence, 1941 

f. 7 Correspondence, 1942-1945 

f. 8 Correspondence, 1946-1964 
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Barrows, Clare 3-4 

Barrows, Fred 7 

Barrows, George 3 
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Beck, Percy 5-7 

Beck, Perry 3, 8 

Beck, P. J. 4 

Beck, Lyle 5-6 

Beck, May 5-7 

Beck, Thalia  2, 4-8 

Chicago tribune 7 

DeSilva, C.A. 2-3 

DeSilva, Fay 1 

DeSilva, Joseph 6 

DeSilva, Rosa  7 

DeSilva, Thalia 1-2 

DeSilva, Walter  6-7 

Diaries 5 

Ellarson, Mercy Ann 1 

Elliot, Emma J.  4 

Geer, Martha  1 

Heath, Flora G.  2 

Heires, Thalia F. Letherbury 8 

Holt, D.F. 4 

Jones, Grace A. (DeSilva) 7 

Leatherby, C.  1 

Litherbury, Charlie 1 

Litherbury, Charles  1-2 

Litherbury, C.T. 1-2 

Litherbury, Fay 2-3 

Litherbury, May 2-4 

Martin, Eva 4 

Martin, Flo 8 

Martin, Kathryn  4 

Martine, Will 8 

Metsker, Katherine 8 

Morgan, Sarah  1 

Myers, Carl 8 

Prettyman, Emma 2 

Roosevelt, F. D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945 7 

Schultz, Matilda A., MD 1-2 

Shore, Fred 8 

Shore, Hazel 8 

Simpson, F. M. 8 
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Thompson, Jonathan 1 

Tofle, Sylvia A.  2 

Vest, S.L. 1 

Wainwright, C. M. 1 

Wall, Christine 7 

Wilson, Zook “Charley” 1 

 

 


