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Abstract: The J. Milton Shockley Collection contains photocopies of “What They Said,” a
compilation of stories and anecdotes regarding residents of Maries County, Missouri, by Dr. J.

Milton Shockley, a local historian and past president of the Maries County Historical Society.
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Biographical Note:

James Milton Shockley was descended from a prominent pioneer family of Gasconade and
Maries counties in Missouri. An attorney, he was also keenly interested in local history. As
president of the Maries County Historical Society, he was instrumental in the publication of
Everett M. King’s History of Maries County (Cape Girardeau, MO: Ramfre Press, 1963), the
manuscript of which had been completed, but never published by the author.

Shockley was born on March 13, 1880 in Vienna, Missouri to Thomas and Sarah McGee
Shockley. He married Beulah Seay in 1913 and together they had one child. Shockley worked as
a lawyer in Jefferson City from 1933 thru the 1950s. He died in 1960 and is buried in Radar
Cemetery in Vienna, Missouri.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged in its original order.

Scope and Content Note:

“What They Said” is a collection of anecdotes regarding some early residents of Maries County
and Vienna, the county seat, with emphasis on their “rare wit and their manner of expression.”
The work is not dated, but seems to have been compiled in the 1940s or 1950s.

Container List:

Box 001 f.1  “What They Said,” Maries County, Missouri, circa 1940-1959
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