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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri. If you would like 

more information, please contact us at research@shsmo.org. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The Missouri-Iowa Border Dispute records collect 23 miscellaneous documents 

relating to the disputed Missouri-Iowa border.  The collection contains documents in 

French, English, and Spanish that pertain to the underlying causes of the conflict and the 

eventual resolution.  The collection consists of letters, land deeds, and proclamations that 

deal with the background and events of the conflict.   

 

DONOR INFORMATION 

The records were loaned for photocopying to the University of Missouri by 

Knights Coins and Stamps on 16 June 1986 (Accession No. 347). 

INSTITUTIONAL SKETCH 

The Missouri-Iowa border dispute, also known as the Honey War, broke out in 

1839 and was not formally resolved until the 1849 Supreme Court ruling in the case of 

State of Missouri v. State of Iowa. A 9.5-mile-wide strip of the border between Iowa and 

Missouri was called into question over different interpretations of the Missouri 

Constitution, Native American treaties, and the Sullivan Line, the border created in 1816 

by a U.S. surveyor, John Sullivan.  The conflict started when Missouri declared almost 

2,600 square miles of Iowa land part of Missouri.  Militias in both states mustered over 

the dispute; however, avoided violence.  In 1849, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of 

Iowa on the border issue, declaring the original Sullivan Line as the official border.     

   

 SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The documents contained in this collection provide context for the dispute and 

illustrate the events of the conflict.  The collection contains copies of land titles and deeds 

from the time of the sale and exploration of the Louisiana Purchase.  It also contains 

letters to the governors of Missouri who were in office during the conflict, Lilburn Boggs 

and Thomas Reynolds.  Gubernatorial proclamations and communications as well as 

correspondence to other members of the state governments are also included.      
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