
 
 

 

 

Bowles Family Papers 

(R1540) 
 

Collection Number: R1540 

 

Collection Title: Bowles Family Papers 

 

Dates: 1837-2019 

 

Creator: The Bowles Family 

 

Abstract: The Bowles Family Papers include the physician record books, land holdings, and 

additional business accounts of Dr. William Hearst Bowles, along with four generations of 

family correspondence. The correspondence spans about one hundred years. Many of the early 

letters are between Dr. W. H. Bowles (1827-1903) and his three wives: Augusta Sophia Glanville 

Bowles (1828-1857), Louisa Bray Greatwood Kinsey Bowles (1840-1868), and Elizabeth Ella 

Kinsey Bowles (1855-1940), as well as their extended families.  
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Biographical Note:  

 

Dr. William Hearst Bowles was born in St. Louis County to Caleb and Mary Hearst Bowles in 

1827. He was the first cousin of Senator George Hearst of California, his mother being the 

senator's aunt. Senator George Hearst was born in Missouri. He married Phoebe Apperson, who 

came to Missouri to teach school in St. James at the Meramec Iron Works. George Hearst and 

Phoebe Apperson are the parents of William Randolph Hearst, the famous newspaper publisher 

and owner of Hearst Communications Company. Bowles lived in St. Louis County with his 

family until he graduated from McDowell Medical College in about 1851.   

 

Dr. Bowles chose to settle near the Dry Fork of the Bourbeuse in the northern part of Lanes 

Prairie, Missouri, shortly after completing his degree. He is considered by many to have been the 

first licensed medical practitioner in Maries County.  In the beginning, Dr. Bowles’ medical 

practice was very localized near Vienna, Missouri, replacing two recently retired unlicensed 

physicians; however, his service area quickly expanded to include a one-hundred-mile radius that 

stretched from his home in Lanes Prairie in all directions. Dr. Bowles quickly gained the 

reputation of a competent and caring physician who never turned down a patient in need, 

regardless of their ability to pay.  

 

Bowles married his first wife, Augusta Sophia Glanville, in June 1852. She was the daughter of 

Reverand John Glanville, a Methodist minister and pioneer who also lived in St. Louis County. 

The couple wrote generously to each other during their two-year-long courtship; while Bowles 

attended medical school and then moved to Maries County together once they were married. 

Their union, though short-lived, resulted in two children, Octavia Ann Bowles James (1853-

1894) and William Alfred Bowles (1857-1939). Augusta died from consumption in 1857, leaving 

two young children behind.  

 

Dr. Bowles married his second wife, Louisa Greatwood Bray Kinsey (1840-1868), in 1866. She 

was born in England and immigrated to Vienna, Missouri, in 1856 with her brother Thomas 

Albert Bray (1845-1906), and their father William Bray Sr. (1810-1883). Bowles, excited by his 

new marriage, had a home constructed for his beloved new wife and named it after her. 

Unfortunately, Louisa Bowles died before Greatwood House was completed. This union did not 

produce any biological children; however, Bowles adopted Louisa’s daughter from her previous 

marriage to Thomas J. Kinsey (1823-1865). Kinsey died in 1865, and Louisa’s death left their 

daughter, Minnie G. Kinsey (1865-1959), orphaned. Dr. Bowles raised Minnie as his own, with 

his two other children from his first marriage.  

 

Dr. William Hearst Bowles' third wife, Elizabeth Ella Kinsey (1855-1940), was Minnie’s first 

cousin. They married in 1877, and together they had eight children, three sons and four 

daughters. Their first son, Caleb Matthew Bowles (1879-1881), died around the age of 2; the 

other two, John Anderson Bowles (1881-1940), and Joseph Hearst Bowles (1885-1958), would 

https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/R1480.pdf
https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/R0319.pdf
https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/R0432.pdf
https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/C2667.pdf
http://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/S1222.pdf
https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/R0580.pdf
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both follow in their father's footsteps and become doctors. All four daughters married into 

prominent families: Margaret Augusta Bowles Waltenspoel (1883-1971), Mary Louise Bowles 

Lenox (180-1987), Hortense Deborah Bowles Donnan (1893-1990), and Lucy Jane Bowles 

Bennetsen (1895-1994).  

 

Dr. William Hearst Bowles died of pneumonia in 1903 at the age of 85. He was believed to be 

one of, if not the, wealthiest man in Maries County in the late 1800s, owning more than 7,000 

acres of land in at least three counties in Missouri. He managed, with the help of a trusted 

assistant, a successful farm at Lanes Prairie, where they traded and sold livestock and boasted a 

productive and profitable orchard. His medical practice lasted 50 years, serving seven counties, 

and was quite successful. Bowles was a founding member of the Freemasons in St. James and 

served as a county representative in the state legislature. The Maries County Gazette summarized 

Dr. Bowles's character in his obituary with the following quote: “He was a public-spirited 

citizen, an affectionate and indulgent husband and parent, and the loss to the community 

occasioned by his death will be long felt.” The Bowles family estate was in a state of decline by 

the turn of the century, and what was left of it was sold at auction after his death. E. Ella Kinsey 

died in 1940.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following 2 series with 8 subseries:  

  

Personal 

 Correspondence 

Writings 

 Legal Documents 

Miscellaneous 

Datebooks & Planners 

Photographs 

Professional 

 Physicians Visiting Lists 

 Receipts, Ledgers & Account Books 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Personal Papers 

 

This series contains correspondence between Dr. William H. Bowles and all three of his wives, 

their extended families, and other prominent businessmen in Maries and Phelps Counties.  Most 

of the legal documents are land deeds for the properties owned by Dr. W. H. Bowles and Judge 

Matthew W. Kinsey, but there are also court documents, land rental agreements, and estate 

documents for various members of the Bowles family, including the extended families of his 

wives. There are very few photographs in this collection; most are not labeled. For photographs 

of the Bowles family, please see the James Memorial Public Library Photograph Collection 

(R1480).  

 

It also appears that one of the Bowles family descendants, perhaps Lucy Finch, whose date 

books and planners are also in this collection, transcribed some of the correspondence between 

Dr. Bowles and his wives to include in a book about Maries County history. The name of this 

https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/R1480.pdf
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book, or if it was ever published, is unknown, but several pages of the manuscript and the 

transcriptions of the early correspondence can be found in this series.  

 

Though marriage bound the Bowles and Kinsey families legally, both families were deeply 

religious; their charity work largely revolved around supporting their local religious communities 

both spiritually and monetarily. The correspondence between and among the families often 

mentions attending church, attending sponsored church activities, discussions of broader 

Christian beliefs, and a strong reliance on faith to lift their spirits. 

 

Professional Papers 

 

This series consists of materials pertaining to the medical practice of Dr. William H. Bowles, 

including physicians' visiting lists, patient account records, and medicines prescribed. This series 

also contains other business-related information, such as farm ledgers, receipts for business 

items, sharecropping records, and profit logs for Greatwood House farmland passed down 

through the Bowles family line.  

 

Container List: 

 

Personal 

 

f. 1-113 Correspondence 

Box 001 f. 1-40 Letters sent & received by the Bowles Family, 1842-1898 

Box 002 f. 41-69 Letters sent & received by the Bowles Family, 1899-1934 

Box 003 f. 70 William H. Bowles, Medical Degrees, Death Card, 1850, 1903 

 f. 71 William H. Bowles and Mathew W. Kinsey, 1869-1886 

 f. 72 William H. Bowles with friends and family, 1865-1886 

 f. 73-75 William H. Bowles & Augusta Sophia Glanville, 1850-1861 

 f. 76 Augusta Sophia Glanville Bowles and the extended Glanville 

family, 1867 

 f. 77 Octavia Ann Bowles James, letters and personal documents, 

1886 

 f. 78 Louis Bray Greatwood Kinsey Bowles correspondence, 1866 

 f. 79 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and Minnie G. Kinsey Burchard 

(daughter of Thomas Kinsey & Louisa Bray Greatwood) 

1878-1888 

 f. 80 Marriage Proposal, William Hearst Bowles and E. Ella Kinsey, 

1875 

 f. 81-82 William Hearst Bowles and E. Ella Kinsey, 1875-1900 

 f. 83 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and Mary G. Gill, 1851-1852 

 f. 84 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and friends, 1870s 

 f. 85 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and friends, 1880s 

 f. 86 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and friends, 1937 

 f. 87 William Hearst Bowles, E. Ella Kinsey, and Mathew William 

Kinsey, 1870-1900 

 f. 88 Mathew William Kinsey, 1884-1885 

 f. 89-90 Kinsey family Correspondence 1850-1937 

 f. 91 Kinsey family letters, fire-damaged, no date 

 f. 92 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and Julia Kinsey, 1874-1875 

Box 004 f. 93 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and Louis A. Kinsey, 1872-1874 
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 f. 94 Kinsey Family and Burchard Family, no date 

 f. 95 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and Catholic Teachers, 1872-1875 

 f. 96 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles and her children, some with no names, 

just titles, 1888 

 f. 97 Lucy Jane Bowles Bennetsen, 1895-1994 

 f. 98 E. Ella Kinsey Bowles, last will & testament, sent to John 

Anderson Bowles, 1938 

 f. 99 Dr. Thomas Kinsey Bowles & family about Lucy Wortham 

James estate, 1938-1940 

 f. 100-102 Bowles family and the Donnan family, 1919-1970 

 f. 103 Finch family letters, 1969-1973 

 f. 104 Lucy Finch’s daybook contains transcriptions of Dr. Bowles's 

record books, 1960-1961 

 f. 105 Greatwood House, Lanes Prairie, Missouri, 1991-2000 

 f. 106 Farm Business, 1911-1921 

 f. 107 John Howland Construction Co, 1898-1899 

 f. 108 Cooperative Extension Work, Ag and Home Economy Letters, 

1938 

 f. 109-112 Merchants' receipts, Vendors' Advertising, Tax bills, catalogs, 

solicitations, family banking agreements, and mail from 

unknown senders, 1882-1922 

 f. 113 Miscellaneous correspondence, no date 

f. 114-121 Dairy & Journal Entries 

 f. 114 William H. Bowles, dairies & writings, 1878-1902 

 f. 115 Writings of E. Ella Kinsey Bowles, 1876-1882 

 f. 116 Diaries of William H. Bowles’ trip to Europe, no date 

 f. 117 Bowles' children's writings & schoolwork, no date 

 f. 118 Miscellaneous writings, authors unknown, no date 

 f. 119-120 Transcribed letters, book notes, and genealogies, compiled for a 

book about the Bowles family, possibly by Lucy Finch, 

circa 2012 

 f. 121 Miscellaneous writings, no date 

f. 122-131 Legal Documents 

 f. 122 Estate information, William H. Bowles, 1903-1906 

 f. 123 Estate information of Thomas J. Kinsey, circa 1865 

 f. 124 Land lease agreements, Kinsey and Bowles families, 1887-1906 

 f. 125 Contractual agreements made with William H. Bowles, 1877 

 f. 126 Quit Claim Deed, Church of God, Highgate, Maries County, 

Missouri, 1956 

 f. 127 Court case documents, Lucy Jane Bowles, 1870-1912 

 f. 128 William H. Bowles, passport, 1864 [Oversize] 

 f. 129 Matthew W. Kinsey, land grants, 1856-1876 [Oversize] 

 f. 130 William Hearst Bowles Estate Papers, 1903 [Oversize] 

 f. 131 Miscellaneous land grants, 1843-1875 [Oversize]  

f. 132-140 Miscellaneous  

 f. 132 E. Ella Kinsey, funeral program, 1940 

 f. 133 Bowles Family Genealogy, 1727-1986 

 f. 134 History of Highgate Baptist Church, 1883-1983 

 f. 135 Phillip Hoodenplye's family history, 1795-1912 

 f. 136 Third Annual Columbus Day Parade, Festus, Mo. Booklet, 1960 
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 f. 137 Magazines and Catalogs, 1867-1906 

 f. 138 Newspaper Clippings, no date 

 f. 139 Randy Carnahan's Obituary and Funeral Program, 2000 

 f. 140 Phelps County Political Advertisement, 1938 

f. 141-150 Planners & Datebooks 

Box 005 f. 141-150 Bowles-Donnan-Finch planners, day journals, and daybooks, 

1952-2009 

f. 151 Photographs 

 f. 151 Family photographs, no date 

 

Professional 

 

f. 152-157 Medical Career 

Box 006 f. 152-155 Physicians visiting list, 1863-1902 

 f. 156-157 Patient records, circa 1837-1880 

f. 158-169 Additional Business Records 

 f. 158 Farm notes, Account logs, 1851-1935 

 f. 159 Account books, 1864-1867 & 1914-1929 

 f. 160 Foreign bills and invoices, 1867-1908 

 f. 161 Farmers ' Pocket Companion, 1878 

 f. 162 Account books, 1868-1913 

 f. 163-165 Business ledgers, 1871-1902 

 f. 166 Labor account book, 1883-1903 

 f. 167 Work logs of N. B. Silton, 1888-1892 

 f. 168 Accounts of the orchard at Greatwood, Lanes Prairie, Missouri, 

1899 

 f. 169 Miscellaneous receipts, 1877-1902 

 

Index:  
 

Index Term Folder Image 

Albert S. Kendrick Supply Co. (Saint Louis, Mo.) 40  

Allison, Emery W., 1894-1977 140  

American Central Insurance Company (St. Louis, Mo.) 46  

B. Nugent & Bro Dry Goods, Notions, Etc. (Laines Prairie, 

Mo.) 

109  

Bank of St. James (St. James, Mo.) 46, 110  

Bathilda, Mary 84, 95  

Bennetsen, Lucy Jane Bowles, 1895-1994 48, 59-62, 64, 69, 

96-97, 127, 138 

 

Benoist, Louis A.  131  

Bowles, Anderson, 1764-1812  133  

Bowles, Anderson, 1812-1891 27-28, 40-41  

Bowles, Augusta Sophia Glanville, 1828-1857 2-5, 73-76, 119 
 

Bowles, Caleb Augusta Jr., 1832-1893 9, 16, 119  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Bowles, Elizabeth Ella Kinsey, 1855-1940 14-35, 38, 50-69, 

77, 80-87, 93, 99-

102, 106-113, 115, 

119-122, 124-125, 

130, 132, 158-169 

 

Bowles, Gideon, ?-1799 133  

Bowles, John Anderson, 1881-1940 33-34, 41-47, 50, 

53, 55, 57, 72, 98, 

109, 110, 113, 117, 

119, 122, 130 

 

Bowles, Joseph Hearst, 1885-1958 67, 151 Yes 

Bowles, Louisa Greatwood Bray Kinsey, 1840-1868 9-11, 78, 119-120, 

151 

Yes 

Bowles, Sarah F.  26  

Bowles, Thomas Kinsey, 1888-1965 42-43, 53-54, 57-58, 

99, 110, 151 

Yes 

Bowles, William Alfred, 1857-1939 99  

Bowles, William Hearst, 1827-1903 1-5, 7-47, 70-75, 77-

82, 87-88, 104, 110, 

114, 116, 119-120, 

122, 125, 128, 130, 

152-155, 158-169 

 

Bray, T. A.  42  

Bryant, David P. 110  

Buchard, Mary E., 1853- 31  

Burchard, J. L.  20, 31, 90, 94  

Burchard, John Riley, 1848-1935 94  

Burchard, L. S., 1851-1905 109  

Burchard, Minnie G. Kinsey, 1865-1959 19, 24-27, 32-34, 

43, 45, 47-48, 79, 

90, 119-120 

 

Burchard, S. W.  20, 24, 36  

Burns, Isaac H., 1861-1943 43  

C. E. Hilts Shoe Co., Saint Louis, Mo. 40, 45  

C. Young & Sons’ Co., St. Louis, Mo. 137  

Campbell, John 7  

Carnahan, Roger Andrew, 1956-2000 139 Yes 

Church of God (Highgate, Mo.) 126  

Coats, Phoebe Ellen Bowles, 1873-1962 151 Yes 

Cooperative Extension Work, Agriculture and Home 

Economics--Missouri 

108  

Cross, Eugene C., 1849-1904 42-43, 45  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Crow, Edward Coke, 1861-1945 44  

Davis Sr., Dwight Filley, 1879-1945  113 Yes 

Dennis, L. H.  85  

Donnan, Andrew, 1812-1892 119  

Donnan, David McAnally, 1874-1970 100-102, 119-120  

Donnan, Hortence Debrah Bowles, 1893-1990 45-47, 56-64, 100-

102, 117 

 

Dr. Knapp Medical Company  109  

Durtschi, Frederick Carl, 1911-1992 108  

Eldridge Manufacturing Co. (Belvidere, Il.) 43  

Felker, Thomas Anderson, 1860-1937 110  

Fenton (Mo.) 122, 136  

Filsinger & Fruth, Marble and Granite Works (St. Louis, 

Mo.) 

110  

Finch, David M.  103  

Finch, Lucy Stuart Donnan, 1929-2019 103-105, 120, 139, 

141-150, 158 

 

Friday, Philippine, 1851-1945 43, 46, 58  

Giles, Helen D.  32  

Gill, Mary Graham, 1856-1938 3, 83, 119  

Glanville, H. M. 6  

Glanville, Mary Elizabeth “Marion” McGee, 1849-1928 43  

Glanville, Octavius A., 1842-1889 13, 31, 39  

Glanville, Paul Augustus, 1874-1943 45, 48  

Glanville, William Reser, 1845-1928 76  

Grant House (Rolla, Mo.) 19, 39, 43 Yes 

Greatwood House (Lanes Prairie, Mo.) 105-106, 120, 168 Yes 

Green Mountain Distillery (Kansas City, Mo.) 43, 45  

Gully, J. E.  84, 88, 125  

Harbison, John W., 1832-1895 34, 37, 72  

Hartford Fire Insurance Company (Rolla, Mo.) 110  

Hayes, Ida Eliza Kinsey, 1861-1922 31, 42, 44, 47-48  

Hayes, James B., 1849-1942 43-44, 151 Yes 

Hearst, Phoebe Elizabeth Apperson, 1842-1919 33  

High Gate Baptist Church (High Gate, Mo.)  134  

Hill, Orla M., 1878-1949 57  

Hoodenplye, Phillip Gysberti, 1757-1834 135  

Horlick’s Malted Milk (Racine, Wi.) 42-43  

How to Make Life a Success and Keep Happiness in the 

Home--United States--Medical care--history--20th Century 

109  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Huron Woolen Manufacturing Co. (Ypsilanti, Michigan) 13  

International Food Co. (Minneapolis, Mn.) 44 Yes 

James G. Bell & Co. (Saint Louis, Mo) 12  

James, Lucy Wortham, 1880-1938 48-49, 68, 99  

James, Octavia Ann Bowles, 1853-1894 24-26, 31-33, 35, 

37, 77, 90, 119-120 

 

James, Thomas, 1847-1912 37  

James, William, 1822-1912 35, 37, 45, 72  

Jerusalem Exhibit Company (St. Louis, Mo.) 48  

John Howland Construction Co. (Rolla, Mo.) 43  

John Howland Construction Company (Rolla, Mo.) 107  

Jones, T. J.  31-32  

Kinsey, Edward  10  

Kinsey, Emma J., 1861- 20-21, 24, 26-27, 

32, 40-41, 51, 89-90 

 

Kinsey, Julia A.  72, 92  

Kinsey, Louis Adeptus, 1853-1928 93  

Kinsey, Margaret May Burchard  21, 47  

Kinsey, Mathew William, 1821-1892 10, 17, 19-20, 23-

24, 26, 28-33, 39, 

71, 87-88, 90, 94, 

110, 129 

 

Kinsey, S. G.  88  

Kinsey, Thomas J., 1823-1865 4, 123  

Kinsey, William Bowles, 1863-1902 27, 29, 31, 88-89  

Kirkwood Trust Company (Kirkwood, Mo.) 110  

Knapp, L. W.  42  

Kraemer, Mary Kassen, 1833-1912 84  

Laclede Hotel (Saint Louis, Mo.) 43  

Leach, Mary 84  

Lenox, Mary Louise Bowles, 1890-1987 41, 45-46, 48, 53, 

60-61, 66, 69, 117 

 

Lewis, Rufus Augusta, 1827-1906 44  

Luyties Bros. Grocer Co. (St. Louis, Mo.) 45  

Magazine (Mo.)--History--Outlook 137  

Magazine (Mo.)--History--The Jewell (Kansas City, Mo.) 137  

McCracken, E.  18  

Meyers, William  131  

Miller, M. E.  32  

Mines and Metallurgy Building--World's Fair (1904: Saint 

Louis, Mo.)  

50  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Moffitt-West Drug Co. (Saint Louis, Mo.) 42-43 Yes 

Nolte, Julius R., 1879-1943 58  

Oldelehr, Mary, 1858- 14, 84  

Periodicals--1880-1890--The American Illustrated Methodist 

Magazine (Saint Louis, Mo.) 

41  

Periodicals--1880-1890--The American Monthly Review of 

Reviews (New York) 

41, 44  

Rowden, Emma L., 1837- 24, 33, 43, 48-50, 85  

Rucker, Raymond F., 1874-1944 44  

Satterfield, Isabelle Dora Brittain, 1875-1964 43, 46, 58  

Scruggs, Vandervoort & Barney Dry Goods Company (St. 

Louis, Mo.) 

109  

Sewell, James Riley, 1877-1952 44  

Shockley, Sophia Rieke Sassman, 1883-1956 45  

Spurgeon, Eliza Bray Kinsey, 1868-1943 32, 52  

St. James Commission Co. (St. James, Mo.) 44  

St. Louis Supply Co. (Saint Louis, Mo.) 40, 42, 44  

Steelville Normal and Business Institute (Steelville, Mo.) 43-44  

Stromberg’s Steam Users’ Guide--1900 43-44  

Sutcliffe, Elizabeth Ann Donnan, 1921-2012 119-120  

Sutcliffe, Lucy Hortense, 1955- 119  

Terrill, John W.  106  

The Antikamnia Chemical Co. (Saint Louis, Mo.) 42  

The Belle Bank (Belle, Mo.) 48  

The Continental Creamery Co. (Dover, Ks.) 42-43, 45  

The Dr. Knapp Medical Co. (Detroit, Mi.) 43  

The Enterprise China & Glass Co. (St. Louis, Mo.) 45  

The Maries Land and Development Co. (Vienna, Mo.) 106  

The Pay Down Mills (Pay Down, Mo.) 42  

Vineyard, David Lee, 1898-1962  64-65  

W. H. Bowles Milling Co. (Rolla, Mo.) 43, 45, 94  

W. M. Barr Dry Goods (Saint Louis, Mo.) 40  

Walker, Eliza F. Kinsey, 1856-1897 19, 29, 43-44  

Wallace, Elizabeth B. Glanville, 1879-1945 151 Yes 

Waltenspoel, Margaret Augusta Bowles, 1883-1971 40-42, 44-47, 52, 

60-61, 72, 96, 151 

Yes 

Western Publishing House (Chicago, Il.) 44  

Wilson, S. W.  41  

 


