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Related Materials: Additional materials related to the American Association of University 

Women, Creve Coeur Branch Records can be found in the following collections:  

 

American Association of University Women, Missouri Division Records (C3521) 

American Association of University Women, Metropolitan St. Louis Interbranch Council Records 

(S0296) 

American Association of University Women, St. Louis Branch Records (S0739) 

American Association of University Women, Ferguson-Florissant Branch Records (S1163) 

American Association of University Women, Ballwin-Chesterfield Branch Records (S1158) 

American Association of University Women, Kirkwood-Webster Groves Branch Records (S1159) 

 

Processed by: Processed by Emery Lucero and AJ Medlock, November 2021 

 

Historical Note:  

 

The American Association of University Women is an international organization dedicated to 

women’s continued advancement through intellectual growth, higher education, and political 

lobbying. The Creve Coeur branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) 

was officially founded in 1970 by Rosamund Musgrave who acted as the first president of the 

branch; however, branch activities and engagement began in 1969. Rosamund Musgrave was a 

graduate of Purdue University and former member of the Ferguson-Florissant AAUW branch 

before founding the Creve Coeur branch. Membership was exclusive to women who had 

graduated college. During the branch’s first year in operation, they gained 95 new members and 

engaged in community and AAUW events to honor and advance women’s higher education. 

 

One of the most significant ways in which the Creve Coeur branch accomplished its mission was 

through its use of study groups. The Creve Coeur branch convened study groups several times a 

year, each one with a differing topic of interest such as: current events, art, literature, and 

international relations. One example of these study groups was the 1983-2007 Art Gallery Tour 

interest group. This study group met monthly to tour the St. Louis Art Museum. The AAUW 

Creve Coeur branch also sponsored community scholarships for women in higher education. In 

addition, the Creve Coeur branch organized community events for AAUW members, ranging 

from social gatherings, such as annual holiday dinners; to community activism, such as the 

branch’s attendance at the 40th annual Southwest Central Regional Conference: Education as the 

Gateway to Women’s Economic Security, in June of 2006. 

 

Another significant part of branch activities were the yearly awards given to both the branch as a 

whole and individual members. The most significant of these branch awards was the AAUW 

Star Award, an annual award given to the AAUW branches based on their involvement with the 

international organization and advancing women’s higher education actions and policies. The 

Creve Coeur branch applied and received this award multiple times during their time as an active 

AAUW branch. Along with the branch awards, individual members of the Creve Coeur branch 

also received awards for their service as a part of the organization. The Barbara Lackritz AAUW 

Service Award was given to branch members who showcased outstanding service to the 

advancement of the organization’s mission and goals. One notable Creve Coeur member who 

received this award in 2015 was Deborah McWard, AAUW Creve Coeur branch’s board 

president during the years of 2014-2016. 

 



(S0297) American Association of University Women, Creve Coeur Branch Records     Page 3 

 

Go to top 

While the international American Association for University Women is still in operation 

currently, the Creve Coeur, Missouri branch was disbanded in 2016 due to declining branch 

membership engagement and the inability to elect a new president to lead the branch board. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following seven series: 

  

Histories 

Meeting Minutes 

Membership 

Awards and Scholarships 

Newsletters 

Scrapbooks 

Oversize 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Histories 

 

This series documents the history of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) 

Creve Coeur, Missouri branch. Materials included in this series are the Creve Coeur branch 

history, materials pertaining to the disbandment of the branch in 2016, and an anniversary 

“celebration book” created in 2016. The materials in this series date from 1969-2016 and are 

arranged alphabetically. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

This series contains the board of directors and general chapter meeting minutes of the AAUW 

Creve Coeur, Missouri branch, which document the governance of the organization. Topics of 

interest included in the meeting minutes are event planning, branch budget planning and 

proposals, membership, and general organization information. Also included in this series are 

copies of the AAUW Creve Coeur, Missouri Mission Accomplished newsletter published from 

2015-2016, one Missouri in Motion newsletter published in 2015, and correspondence between 

the AAUW Creve Coeur branch board members and the Creve Coeur branch members relating 

to the disbandment of the branch. The materials in this series date from 1969 to 2016 and are 

arranged chronologically. 

 

Membership  

 

This series contains handbooks, applications, and membership cards and forms documenting 

membership activity and involvement since its founding and up to its dissolution. Included in the 

handbooks are branch histories, schedules and information of events and activities, and 

membership rosters. Additionally, the series contains programs from the 2014 and 2016 

Metropolitan St. Louis Interbranch Council Spring Fling, a fundraiser hosted by AAUW’s 

Interbranch Council. Included with the membership forms are correspondence regarding new 

members and their application to the organization. The membership cards contain personal 

information and access has been restricted. The materials in this series date from 1969 to 2016 

and are first arranged by topic, then chronologically. 
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Awards and Scholarships 

 

This materials in this series include AAUW Star Award applications, supporting documentation, 

and certificates. The AAUW Star Award categorizes the American Association of University 

Women’s branches by the number of “stars” they receive each year. A branch can receive up to 

ten stars, one in each of the following categories: leadership, programs, membership, visibility, 

educational equity, educational foundation, legal advocacy, public policy, international affairs, 

and social justice. To receive these “stars” a branch must meet a certain number of requirements 

for each category and provide evidence of their doing so. Also included in this series is 

applications, supporting documentation, certificates, and programs for the AAUW Barbara 

Lackritz service award, an award that recognizes an AAUW branch member for outstanding 

service during their time as a member of an AAUW branch. Other materials of interest in this 

series include correspondence, applications, and programs pertaining to scholarships given to 

students of Harris-Stowe State University from the AAUW Creve Coeur branch. The materials in 

this series are dated from 1997-2015 and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Newsletters 

 

This series contains various newsletters published and collected by the AAUW Creve Coeur 

branch. Among these newsletters are two publications of the American Association of University 

Women Creve Coeur, Missouri Mission Accomplished newsletter published in 2014 and 2015 

and one publication of American Association of University Women Creve Coeur Branch 

newsletter published in 1975. Topics of interest include public policy, Star Award, and study 

groups. The materials in this collection range in date from 1975-2016 and are arranged 

chronologically into one folder. 

 

Scrapbooks 

 

This series contains scrapbooks and loose scrapbook pages created and collected by the AAUW 

Creve Coeur, Missouri branch. The scrapbooks include the AAUW Creve Coeur Branch 

Achievements, a scrapbook showcasing the awards and certificates the branch and branch 

members have received between 1997-2016; AAUW Creve Coeur Branch, detailing the events 

and activities of the branch from 2002-2005, and the Organization Charter 1969-1970, with 

materials pertaining to the creation and first years of the Creve Coeur branch. Also included in 

this collection are two additional scrapbook pages focused on Creve Coeur branch members and 

their achievements. The scrapbook from which these two pages came is unknown. The materials 

in this collection are dated from 1969-2016 and arranged by subject, then chronologically. The 

Organization Charter scrapbook is oversized and stored on-site at the St. Louis Research Center.  

 

Oversize 

 

This series contains one proclamation signed by the St. Louis County Executive, declaring 

November 23, 2006, American Association of University Women Day. The document is stored 

on-site and is arranged into one oversize folder. This series also contains the scrapbook 

Organization Charter, which documents the Creve Coeur branch’s inception. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-5 Histories 

 Box 001 f. 1 Creve Coeur Branch History, 1969-2010 
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 f. 2 Disbandment Correspondence, 2016 

 f. 3 Disbandment, meeting minutes, member roster, and 

correspondence, 2015-2016 

 f. 4 History of the American Association of University Women of 

     Missouri, 1976-1996 

 f. 5 American Association of University Women 125th Birthday, 

     American Association of University Women of Missouri 85th 

    Birthday celebration book, 2006 

f. 6-11 Meeting Minutes 

 f. 6-11 Board of directors and general chapter meeting minutes, 1969-

2016 

f. 12-21 Membership 

 f. 12 Correspondence, dues remittance forms, new member forms, and 

renewal forms, 1993-2012 

 f. 13-16 Handbooks, 1974-2016 

Box 002 f. 17-18 Applications and cards, A-Z, 1969-1996 

 f. 19 Applications and cards, 1969-2006 

 f. 20 Applications and cards, transfers, 1969-1996 

 f. 21 Applications and cards, deceased members, 1969-1984 

f. 22-26 Awards and Scholarships 

 f. 22 Barbara Lackritz Award, applications and programs, 2003-2010 

 f. 23 Reach for the Stars, application and informational pamphlets, 

1997-1998 

 f. 24 Scholarships, a booklet, correspondence, and lapel pins, 2007-

2011 

 f. 25 Star Award, applications and supporting documents, 1997-1999, 

2009-2010 

 f. 26 Star Award certificates, 1997-1999, 2009 

f. 27 Newsletters 

 f. 27 Creve Coeur branch newsletters, 1975-1976, 2014-2016 

f. 28-31 Scrapbooks 

 f. 28 Loose scrapbook pages, 2013-2014 

 f. 29 Creve Coeur Branch Achievements, 1997-2016 

 f. 30-31 Creve Coeur branch scrapbook, 2002-2005 

f. 32, v. 1 Oversize 

Row 11, 

Cabinet 1, 

Drawer 3 

f. 32 American Association of University Women Day proclamation, 

2006 

Row 11, 

Tier A, 

Shelf 6 

v. 1 Organization Charter, 1969-1970, 1969-1971 

 

Index:  
 

Index Term Folder 

American Association of University Women 1-32, v. 1 

American Association of University Women--Creve Coeur Branch--Missouri 1-32, v. 1 

American Association of University Women. Missouri Division 7-8 
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Index Term Folder 

Equal Rights Amendment 6-8 

International Women’s Year 6 

International Year of the Child, 1979 7 

Lackritz, Barbara, 1938-2003 6-8 

League of Women voters (U.S)  6-7 

Maryville College 1-9 

Missouri Women’s Network 7 

National Organization for Women 6 

Scholarships, fellowships, etc.--Missouri  6-8 

Social integration--Missouri--St. Louis 6 

Substance abuse--United States--Prevention 6 

United Nations Children’s Fund 6 

United Nations 6-8 

Universities and colleges--Missouri 1-8 

University of Missouri--St. Louis 6-7 

Women college graduates--Missouri 1-32, v. 1 

Women—Education (Higher)--Missouri 1-32, v. 1 

Women—Missouri—Societies and clubs 1-32, v. 1 

Women’s Crusade Against Crime (Saint Louis, Mo.) 6 

Women’s rights--20th century 1-32, v. 1 

 

 


