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Related Materials: Additional materials related to the St. Louis Streetcar Strike of 1900 (S0664) 

can be found in the following collections:  

 

George Allen Shepardson Diaries (S0547) 

 

Processed by: Processed by Zelli Fischetti, November 2002. Revised by Zack Palitzsch, July 

2021 

 

Historical Note:  

 

At an American Federation of Labor (AFL) convention in 1891, the members deemed it 

advisable to organize a union of street railway employees. One year later, AFL called a meeting 

in Indianapolis to organize the Amalgamated Association of Street Railway Employees of 

America (AASREA), and in 1899, employees of the St. Louis Transit Company formed the St. 

Louis Division of AASREA, which became Division No. 131. The union quickly gathered a 

large membership of nearly 3,000 streetcar workers, most of which were employees of the 

Transit Company. The first officers of Division 131 included president C. S. Patterson, vice 

president J. J. Myers, general secretary Mack Missik, and treasurer C. M. Beal.  

 

Beginning early 1900, the Transit Company found out many of its members were a part of the 

Street Railway Employees union. Several of them were subsequently fired for wearing union 

buttons or openly mentioning they were union members. This, combined with low wages, long 

hours, and the mistreatment of employees, sparked outrage with unionized and nonunionized 

workers alike. In response, the union formed a Grievance Committee, chaired by Mack Missik, 

and called a meeting to discuss the issue facing streetcar employees. On March 7, 1900, nearly 

1,700 streetcar employees gathered at Harmonie Hall in St. Louis to develop resolutions to 

present to the Transit Company. The Grievance Committee’s demands were as follows: 

employees that were fired for being union members were to be rehired; wages would be raised to 

25 cents per hour for conductors and firefighters, 20 cents for motor inspectors and greasers, and 

17 ½ cents for car washers and shedmen; a workday of 10 hours; those asked to work overtime 

be compensated accordingly; and to recognize and deal with the union in the future. The Transit 

Company was given an ultimatum: accept the union’s demands within 24 hours of the following 

morning or the workers will go on strike.  

 

The Transit Company instead took several days to come to a decision. During this time, the 

Transit Company, fearing a strike, began sending agents to neighboring towns to recruit workers 

to take the strikers’ places. Finally, on March 10, after three days of conferring, the company 

agreed to the demands with the stipulation that workers be paid a uniform 20 cents per hour 

instead of 25 cents. The Grievance Committee agreed with the change, but the Transit Company 

did not uphold their end of the agreement, ignoring some of the clauses. For two months, the 

company made working conditions for union members unbearable, firing them for the most 

trifling reasons.  

 

Fed up with the Transit Company’s negligence to uphold their end of the agreement, the 

Grievance Committee sent a formal letter to the company noting their evasion. Additionally, the 

letter included an updated list of resolutions. The Transit Company immediately denied. After 

receiving the rejection, the union members gathered for an emergency meeting on May 8, just 

after midnight. The members unanimously decided to go on strike, and the next morning, nearly 

3,000 workers took to the streets in protest. What followed was eight weeks of lawlessness in St. 

Louis. 
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For several days following the walk out, of the 896 streetcars in St. Louis, not a single one ran on 

the transit system. Protestors stacked large stones and debris on tracks and immense crowds of 

sympathizers gathered in the streets, blocking right-of-way areas so streetcars could not move. 

Conductors and motormen were pulled from the cars, and bricks and stones were thrown at cars, 

damaging them. The strike affected nearly 400,000 people, who were forced to walk or get rides 

on furniture vans, ice wagons, horse-drawn carts, and automobiles.  

 

In an effort to keep the streetcars moving, and keep protestors from damaging the cars, the St. 

Louis Police Board brought in officers from nearby towns to escort the streetcars. Additionally, 

the Police Board swore in a posse comitatus of 2,500 citizens to suppress union strikers. The 

posse members were also armed and posted around transit stations and company properties to 

divert protestors from vandalizing or destroying property. What resulted was a growing feud 

between the strikers and the posse comitatus. On May 29, armed posse members were loaded 

into a streetcar, which drove near a building where several striking employees were gathered. 

The men in the streetcar fired into the building, injuring several bystanders and strikers. Twelve 

days later, on June 10, men of the posse opened fire at a group of strikers returning from a picnic, 

killing three and wounding several others. On the same day, a posse member killed an elderly 

man in front of his residence.  

 

From the time between May 8, when the strike started, to July 2, when a new agreement was 

signed between the Transit Company and the Grievance Committee, 14 people were killed, and 

nearly 200 wounded. The new agreement’s provisions were much the same as the March 10 

agreement, but also included other stipulations regarding the freedom for workers to join unions. 

The agreement was signed by both the president of the Transit Company, Edwards Whitaker, and 

the new chairman of the Grievance Committee, T. B. Edwards. St. Louis finally returned to its 

usual activity. However, like the March 10 agreement, the Transit Company did not uphold its 

end of the bargain, so the workers went on strike again.  

 

The strike would last for another several months with far less bloodshed. On September 14, the 

strike finally ended with a court settlement between the union and the Transit Company, 

ultimately resulting in little progress gained for the exhausted strikers.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection includes one scrapbook. Its contents are arranged chronologically.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

This scrapbook contains newspaper clippings, correspondence, and pages from The Great Strike: 

A Short History. Data, Scenes and Incidents by the Amalgamated Association of Street Railway 

Employees of America (AASREA), Division No. 131. The materials document the St. Louis 

Streetcar Strike of 1900 including the events leading up to, and during, the strike. The 

correspondence details the negotiation of worker’s rights between the St. Louis Transit Company 

and the Grievance Committee of AASREA, Division 131, which were mediated by the mayor of 

St. Louis, Henry Ziegenhein. The materials in the scrapbook date from February to July 1900, 

and are arranged chronologically, with the correspondence at the end of the scrapbook. 
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