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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri.  If you would like 

more information, please contact us at research@shsmo.org. 

 

Introduction 

 

The Thonssen Family Scrapbooks contains two scrapbooks which detail the lives of a 

German-American family who settled and lived in St. Louis, Missouri during the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. One of the volumes, titled My Commencement, relates to 

the graduation of Grace Evelyn Thonssen from McKinley High School in 1908 and 

contains photographs, student biographies, and program clippings. Subjects of interest 

include the Vinita Park and Fox Park neighborhoods of St. Louis, German-American life 

in the 20th century, and McKinley High School. Materials in this collection date from 

1890 to 1940. 

 

Donor Information 

The Thonssen Family Scrapbooks were donated to the State Historical Society of 

Missouri by Shayne Davidson on August 11, 2026 (Accession No. SA4892). 

 

Copyright and Restrictions 

The Donor has given and assigned to the State Historical Society of Missouri all rights of 

copyright which the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may 

be found among any collections of Materials received by the Society from others. 

 

Box List 

 

Box 001 

 

Family scrapbook, 1890-1940 (2 folders) 

My Commencement, 1908 
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