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Notes: 
 

This collection contains diaries with racially insensitive wording and images. SHSMO archivists 
have retained these texts and images to preserve their historical context. For example, folder 44 
of the Charles L. Wilhelm diaries contain images of white performers in Blackface. During the 
19th and early 20th centuries, Blackface was a popular subgenre of American theater, where 
white actors wore black makeup to portray caricatures of Black Americans. Blackface became 
increasingly socially unacceptable in the 1930s and 1940s; the practice is now associated with 
racial bigotry and intolerance. 

 
Historical Note: 

 
Charles Louis Wilhelm (1878-1949) was born to Jacob and Cecelia Wilhelm on April 3, 1878. 
Growing up by the Missouri River in St. Ferdinand Township, St. Louis County, Missouri, 
Charles developed a strong appreciation of the natural world, particularly plants and bird species 
native to the Mississippi Valley. Another interest of Charles’ was pre-Columbian civilizations, 
such as the Mississippian peoples who constructed the Cahokia Mounds. 

On April 22, 1908, Charles married Henrietta W. Degenhardt (1884-1915). Together, they had 
one daughter, Gertrud C. Wilhelm (1910-1971). The couple lived together in St. Louis, Missouri 
until 1915 when Henrietta died unexpectedly at age 30. Although the death of his wife devastated 
Charles, he remarried in 1918 to Elizabeth M. Valentine (1877-1964), a widow herself and 
Henrietta’s older sister. Elizabeth had four children from her previous marriage: Henrietta J. 
Valentine (1905-1994), Anton J. “Buzzy” Valentine (1906-1989), William T. Valentine (1908- 
1962), and Raymond B. Valentine (1910-1991). 

 
Charles’ official occupation was a repairman with the signal department of the St. Louis 
Terminal Railroad Association; however, he devoted much of his life to pursuing his personal 
interests of archaeology, botany, and historical research. These activities, as well as his personal 
thoughts and experiences were recorded in a series of diaries spanning from 1922 to 1948. This 
habit was passed on to his step-son, Raymond B. Valentine, who kept his own collection of 
diaries from 1925 to 1934. 

 
Raymond B. Valentine worked as an architect and carpenter in St. Louis, Missouri. On 
September 2, 1939, he married Elizabeth T. Monnig (1912-2002), the daughter of Walter R. 
Monnig (1879-1925) and Elizabeth M. Koebbe (1871-1951). The Monnig family immigrated to 
the United States from Germany in 1844, settling in Hermann, Missouri. Walter R. Monnig, 
Elizabeth’s father, moved to St. Louis to enter the real estate business, although the Monnigs had 
several businesses including carpentry and fur. Raymond and Elizabeth settled in Affton, 
Missouri and had two children: Elizabeth E. Valentine (1941-) and Raymond J. Valentine (1942-
1972). 

 
Arrangement: 

The collection has been arranged into the following 3 series with 3 subseries: 

Monnig Family 
Elizabeth T. Monnig 
Genealogy 

Wilhelm-Valentine Family 
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Raymond B. Valentine 
Charles L. Wilhelm 

Books and Periodicals 
 

Scope and Content Note: 
 

Monnig Family 
 

This series consists of materials relating to the Monnigs, a family of German-American 
immigrants who arrived in the United States from Prussia in the 1840’s. Included are ledgers and 
receipts from businesses operated by the Monnigs such as Walter R. Monnig’s insurance and real 
estate company and Monnig Fur Company. This series includes two subseries: Elizabeth T. 
Monnig and Genealogy. Materials in this series date from 1926 to 1986 and are arranged 
alphabetically. 

The Elizabeth T. Monnig subseries contains the personal papers of Elizabeth T. Monnig, a St. 
Louis school teacher and daughter of Walter R. Monnig. Included is correspondence between her 
and prospective employers, as well as her husband, Raymond B. Valentine. Notably, the 
subseries also contains a copy of Fontbonne College’s 1934 yearbook, of which Elizabeth was an 
alumnus. Materials in this subseries date from 1934 to 1944 and are arranged alphabetically. 

 
The Genealogy subseries contains correspondence, volumes, and family trees which provide a 
comprehensive history of the Monnig Family, tracking their movements from 18th century 
Prussia to the United States in the 1940’s. Included are images of many family members 
including Walter R. Monnig. Materials in this series date from 1946 to 1980 and are arranged 
alphabetically. 

Wilhelm - Valentine Family 
 

This series consists of materials related to the Wilhelm-Valentine Family. The series is divided 
into two subseries: Raymond B. Valentine and Charles L. Wilhelm. Materials in this series date 
from 1910 to 1950 and are arranged alphabetically. 

 
The Raymond B. Valentine subseries contains correspondence, postcards, event programs, and 
diaries related to Raymond B. Valentine. Also included is Raymond’s baby book, which contains 
photographs and contextual history of the Wilhelm-Valentine family. Notably, the subseries 
contains Raymond’s diaries from 1925 to 1934, in which he records significant events in his life 
as well as relationships and daily activities. Materials in this subseries date from 1910 to 1948 
and are arranged alphabetically. 

 
The Charles L. Wilhelm subseries primarily contains diaries written by Charles L. Wilhelm, as 
well as newsletters of the Missouri Archaeological Society from 1923 to 1950. The earlier diaries 
primarily record Charles’ interests and personal life, featuring detailed drawings of flora and 
fauna native to Missouri, as well as archaeological sketches and surveys of the Mississippi River 
Valley such as Cahokia and Bonhomme Mounds. Also included is poetry written by Charles, 
inspired by events such as the death of his first wife Henrietta, and his appreciation of the natural 
world. 

 
In addition to his personal life, the latter diaries feature newspaper clippings, biographical 
sketches, and photographs relating to current events. Topics include the Great Depression, World 
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War II, and 20th century transportation. Charles also recorded statistics such as local and national 
crime, tax, and government spending. All diaries include daily logs of weather patterns, as well 
as flooding and heatwaves. Materials in this subseries date from 1922 to 1950 and are arranged 
alphabetically. 

 
Books and Periodicals 

 
This series consists of books and periodicals collected by the Monnig and Wilhelm-Valentine 
families. Topics include the economic and industrial landscape of St. Louis in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, St. Louis parks and recreation, and the development of Missouri highways. Notably 
the series contains a souvenir booklet from the 1926 Greater St. Louis Independence Celebration 
and Exposition of Industrial Progress. Materials in this series date from 1871 to 1939 and are 
arranged alphabetically. 

 
Container List: 

Monnig Family 

Box 001 f. 1-2 Business, 1926-1936 
v. 1, f. 3 Elizabeth Monnig 

v.1 The Font, Fontbonne College yearbook, 1934 
f.3 Personal papers, 1930-1944 

v. 2-3, f. 4 Genealogy 
v.2 A Monnig Family History: The Descendants of Bernard 

Joseph Monnig and Katharina Henriette Stuckman, 1980 
v.3 The Monnig Family: A Story of Germany and America, 1957 
f.4 Notes and correspondence, 1946, 1970, 1980 

f.5 Reunion, 1986 

Wilhelm-Valentine Family 
 

f.6 Business, 1936-1940 
f. 7-16 Raymond B. Valentine 

f.7 Baby book, 1910 
f. 8-9 Correspondence, 1927-1935, 1941 
f. 10-14 Diaries, 1925-1934 
f.15 Postcards, 1938 
f.16  Programs, 1927-1938 

Box 002 f. 17-58 Charles L. Wilhelm 
f. 17-29 Diaries, 1922-1933 

Box 003 f. 30-46 Diaries, 1922-1943 
Box 004 f. 47-57 Diaries, 1944-1948 

f. 58 Missouri Archaeological Society, 1923-1950 
 

Books and Periodicals 
 

v.4 The Challenge of St. Louis, 1917 
v.5 A City Plan for St. Louis, 1907 
v.6 City of St. Louis Report of the Park Commissioner, 1900-1901 
v.7 Ford’s Home Almanac and Facts Book, 1939 
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v.8 Greater St. Louis Exposition, souvenir booklet, 1926 
v.9 Life of Most Reverend Peter Richard Kenrick, D.D., Archbishop of 

St. Louis, 1891 
v. 10 The Mayor’s Inaugural Address and Message with Accompanying 

Documents to the City Council of the City of Saint Louis at its 
May Session, 1871 

v. 11 Mercantile Industrial and Professional St. Louis, 1902 
v. 12 Public School Messenger, volume 28, no. 17, 1931 
v. 13 Third Biennial Report of the State Highway Commission of 

Missouri, 1922 
  

Index: 
 

Index Term Folder  Medium Image  
Academy of Science of St. Louis 26, 49  Yes 
Air raid wardens 45-48  Yes 
Aircraft accidents 42, 52-53   
Aloe Plaza (Saint Louis, Mo.) 39  Yes 

Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis 22-23  
 

Animals in art 17-57   

Archaeological illustration--Missouri 17-24, 27- 
28, 32, 39 

  

Archaeological surveying--Missouri 17-58   
Archaeology--Missouri 17-58   
Architecture--Missouri--Saint Louis-- 
     History--20th century 

17-57 v. 8  

Atomic bomb 48, 53   
Automobile graveyards--Missouri--    
     Saint Louis 

35, 45, 53   

Botany in art 17, 19, 21- 
23, 27-29, 
32, 34, 39, 
48 

  

Boyce, Edmund J. 49  Yes 
Bredeck, Joseph F. 57  Yes 
Bridges--Missouri 26-36, 39- 

41, 44-47, 
57 

v. 11 Yes 

Bus lines--Missouri--Saint Louis 48, 52   
Byrnes Mill (Mo.) 28   
Cable cars (Streetcars) 41  Yes 
Campbell House Museum (Saint Louis,   
     Mo.) 

45   

Carpentry--Missouri--Saint Louis  v. 11  
Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis 57  Yes 
Census, 1930--Missouri--Saint Louis 25   
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Central Turner Hall (Saint Louis, Mo.) 39   
Century of Progress International 
Exposition (1933-1934 : Chicago, Ill.) 

29  Yes 

City councils--Missouri--Saint Louis  v. 11  
City planning--Missouri--Saint Louis-- 
     20th century 

27-28, 34 v. 5, v. 11  

Civic League of Saint Louis  v.5  
Coal mines and mining--United States 52 v. 11  
Cost and standard of living--United 
     States 

53, 57 v. 1  

Crime--Missouri--Saint Louis  v. 1  
De Andreis Girls’ Club 13, 16   
Diseases--Missouri--Saint Louis  v. 1  
Doolittle, James Harold, 1896-1993 26   
Eads Bridge (Saint Louis, Mo.) 19 v. 11  
Economic indicators 17-57   
Education--Missouri--Saint Louis--History  v. 1  
Epiphany of our Lord Church 16, 53  Yes 
Epiphany of Our Lord School 11   
Election districts--Missouri--Saint Louis 52   
Express highways--United States 38 v. 13  
Floods--Mississippi River 35-36, 39   
Fontbonne College 3, 16 v. 1  
Forest Park (Saint Louis, Mo.) 34, 36, 39, 

47, 52 
v. 6  

Gateway Arch National Park  
     (Saint Louis, Mo.) 

52   

Grass, Gertrude 54  Yes 
General Grocer Company 38  Yes 
Great Depression and the New Deal 14, 28-39, 

45, 47 
  

Greater St. Louis Independence  
     Celebration and Exposition of 
     Industrial Progress 

 v. 8 Yes 

Hahn, Nancy Coonsman, approximately 
     1892-1976 

24, 30   

Heat waves (Meteorology) 25, 27, 29, 
40 

  

Henrioulle, Maria Anna 30  Yes 
Holy Name Society 11, 14, 16   
Homer G. Phillips Hospital 36   
Income--Missouri--Saint Louis 34 v. 1  
Industries--Missouri--Saint Louis 1-2, 6, 17- 

57 
v. 1, 11  
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Jefferson Barracks (Saint Louis, Mo.) 52   
Jefferson Memorial Building (Saint Louis, 
     Mo.) 

38  Yes 

Jewel Box (Saint Louis, Mo.) 35  Yes 
Johns, Orrick, 1887-1946 52   
Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928 August 27) 12, 24   
Kiel Auditorium (Saint Louis, Mo.) 30, 37-39, 

53 
  

Kiel, Henry W., 1871-1942 45   
KMOX (Radio station : Saint Louis, Mo.) 20, 30   
Lindbergh, Charles A. (Charles August),  
     1859-1924 

14, 28-29   

Lindbergh, Charles Augustus, 1930-1932,-- 
     Kidnapping--Press coverage 

14, 28, 33, 
36 

  

Litzsinger, Louise Elizabeth 27-29   
Manufacturing industries--Missouri--Saint  
     Louis 

17-57 v. 11  

Melvin Price Lock and Dam (Alton, Ill.) 38  Yes 
Meteorology--Missouri--Saint Louis 17-57   
Mills and mill-work--Missouri--Saint Louis  v. 11  
Missouri--Description and travel 17-57   
Missouri Archaeological Society 25, 58   
Monnig, Elizabeth T., 1912-2002 4, 9 v. 1-3 Yes 
Monnig, Eugene L. 1 v. 2-3  
Monnig Fur Company 2 v. 2-3  
Monnig, John B. 1 v. 2-3  
Monnig, Leonard 42 v. 2-3 Yes 
Monnig, Otto 1 v. 2-3  
Monnig, Walter R., 1879-1925 1 v. 2-3 Yes 
Nature--Drawings 17-57   
New Masonic Temple (Saint Louis, Mo.) 30   
Old Cathedral (Saint Louis, Mo.) 26, 31  Yes 
Old Courthouse (Saint Louis, Mo.) 45, 49  Yes 
The Orpheum Theater St. Louis 16   
Ozarks, Lake of the (Mo.) 23, 28   
Paillou, Francesca 24   
Park, Guy Brasfield, 1872-1946 53  Yes 
Parks--Missouri--Saint Louis--History 17-58 v. 6  
Pearl Harbor (Hawaii), Attack on, 1941 45, 48   
Penn Valley Park (Kansas City, Mo.) 53  Yes 
Poetry 17-58   
Poliomyelitis--Missouri--Saint Louis 57   
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Postal zones--Missouri--Saint Louis 48   
Poverty--Missouri--Saint Louis  v.1  
Prohibition--United States--History 30   
Railroads--United States--Statistics 36, 45, 47 v. 11  
Rationing--Missouri--Saint Louis 42-50   
Real estate business--Missouri--Saint Louis  v. 11  
St. Ferdinand Township (Saint Louis  
     County, Mo.) 

17   

St. Ferdinand's Church (Florissant, Mo.) 45  Yes 
St. Louis Arena--History 24, 27, 33   
St. Louis Art Museum 28, 53   
St. Louis Cardinals (Baseball team) 45, 53   
St. Louis Coliseum 57   
St. Louis Municipal Opera Theatre 34-36, 38- 

39, 49, 52 
  

St. Louis Public Library 33  Yes 
St. Louis Week 53   
St. Louis Zoological Park 44, 57   
Shrine of St. Joseph (Saint Louis, Mo.) 47  Yes 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 34   
Soldiers Memorial Military Museum (U.S.) 35   
Spirit of St. Louis (Airplane) 11   
Streets--Missouri--Saint Louis 30-38 v. 13  
Strikes and lockouts--Missouri--Saint Louis 36, 48, 52- 

53 
  

Taum Sauk Mountain State Park 23  Yes 
Teasdale, Sara, 1884-1933 29   
Teheran Conference (1943 : Tehran, Iran) 46   
Thomas, Augustus, 1857-1934 31   
Tornadoes--Missouri--Saint Louis-- 
     History--19th century 

11   

Trans World Airlines 42   
Unemployment--Missouri--Saint Louis 38   
United States. Constitution. 21st  
     Amendment 

30   

United States. Fair Labor Standards Act of 
     1938 

39   

Union Station (Saint Louis, Mo.) 41, 47 v. 11 Yes 
Valentine, Anton J., 1906-1989 39  Yes 
Valentine, Elizabeth E., 1941- 42  Yes 
Valentine, Henrietta J., 1905-1994 14  Yes 
Valentine, Raymond B., 1910-1991 6-16 v. 2-3 Yes 
Valentine, Raymond J., 1942-1972 55  Yes 
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Valentine, Viola 26  Yes 
Valentine, William T., 1908-1962 6-7  Yes 
Veiled Prophets of Saint Louis  
     (Order : Mo.) 

27, 53   

Viaducts--Missouri--Saint Louis 37, 49  Yes 
War--Economic aspects 42-50   
Washington University (Saint Louis, Mo.) 28, 48, 52   
Wilhelm, Charles L., 1878-1949 17-57  Yes 
Wilhelm, Elizabeth M., 1877-1964 54  Yes 
Wilhelm, Henrietta W., 1884-1915 17   
William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art and 
     Mary Atkins Museum of Fine Arts 

53  Yes 

Willmore Park (Saint Louis, Mo.) 53   
World War, 1939-1945--Casualties 44-47, 49   
World War, 1939-1945--Engineering and  
     construction 

42-50   

World War, 1939-1945--Manpower 42-50   
World War, 1939-1945--Participation,  
     Female 

44-45   

World War II Memorial Court (Saint Louis, 
     Mo.) 

48   

Wright, Cleo, 1916-1944 44   
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