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Custodial History: The collection was originally donated to the Ozarks Genealogical Society in 

Springfield, Missouri, in 2004. After the organization closed in 2024, all manuscript collections 

were transferred to the State Historical Society of Missouri-Springfield Research Center. 

 

Processed by: Processed by Elayna Eastin, September 18, 2026 

 

Historical Note:  

 

Vera Luella Fouch Wood was born June 23, 1913, in Jackson County, Missouri, to John Frank 

and Xenie Luella Holt Fouch. Throughout the 1940s and 1950s, Vera owned the Kansas City 

Slide Company, making and producing glass slides for advertisements in theatres. She married 

William L. “Bill” Wood on March 12, 1960, and they later moved to Strafford, Missouri in 1972. 

Both Vera and Bill were active in genealogical work, serving as members of both the Ozarks 

Genealogical Society and the Missouri State Genealogical Society, and published a book on the 

Wood family lineage. Vera was also involved in many other social organizations, such as the 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Women of Motion Pictures Industry, and the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Vera Luella Fouch Wood passed on August 11, 2003, and is buried in the 

Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Springfield, Missouri.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into 10 folders. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Vera Wood Papers contain genealogical research created and compiled by Vera Luella Fouch 

Wood, including surname files, correspondence, family histories and charts, and manuscripts. 

The materials are dated from 1953 to 2003 and include the Avis, Brasington, Decker, Fouch, 

Holt, Schemerhorn, Specht, and Winchester families. Of particular note are the two photographs 

of Vera and Bill Wood receiving the Director’s Award at the Missouri State Genealogical 

Association banquet from 1996 in folder 2. While some folders contain original documents, the 

majority of the collection contains photocopies. The collection has been organized by surname 

and left in original order.  

 

Container List: 

 

Box 001 f. 1 Fouch family, 1990, 2003, no date 

 f. 2 Charts, 1982-2003 

 f. 3 Avis family, no date 

 f. 4 Brasington family, no date 

 f. 5 Decker family, no date 

 f. 6 Holt family, 1953, 1966, no date 

 f. 7 Schemerhorn family, no date 

 f. 8 Specht family, no date 

 f. 9 Winchester family, 1966, no date 

 f. 10 Locality search records, no date 
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Index: 

 

Index Terms Folder Image 

Avis family 3, 10  

Avis, Martha Darke, 1753-1805 3  

Avis, Robert, 1753-1805 3  

Brasington family 4, 10  

Brasington, Samuel, 1752-1838 4  

Decker family 5  

Decker, Mary, 1793-1840 5  

Decker, Wilhelm, 1786-1854 5  

Fouch family 1, 10 Yes 

Fouch, John, 1787-1858 1 
 

Fulton (Mo.) 2 Yes 

Genealogy 1-10  

Genealogy--Charts, diagrams, etc. 1-8  

Holt family 6  

Holt, Ann Cundliffe, 1788-1873 6  

Holt, William Brighouse, 1782-1857 6  

Marriage records 1  

Missouri State Genealogical Association (Columbia, Mo.) 2 Yes 

Newsletters 2  

Ozarks Genealogical Society (Springfield, Mo.) 1-10  

Schemerhorn family 7, 10 Yes 

Schemerhorn, Catharine Decker, 1830-1899 7 Yes 

Schemerhorn, Peter, 1826- 7 Yes 

Specht family 8  

United States--History--Revolution, 1775-1783 4  

Wills 1, 3  

Winchester family 9  

Winchester, Alpheus, 1778-1852 9  

Wood, Vera Luella Fouch, 1913-2003 1-10 Yes 

Wood, William L. “Bill” 2 Yes 

 

 


