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Biographical Note:  

 

Prentice A. Wampler was born May 29, 1912, in St. Francois County, son of Alva and Zoa 

Counts Wampler.  On January 1, 1938, he married Mary Kathryn Ward at Flat River in St. 

Francois County. Prentice voluntarily enlisted in the Army on May 14, 1943, and became active 

duty on May 22, 1943.  He was assigned to the Transportation Corps and stationed at different 

locations during the war, including the Port of Embarkation in Wilmington, CA and the New 

Orleans Army Airbase in New Orleans, LA.  Following his service in the U.S. Army 

Transportation Corps, he worked as an accountant for the St. Joe Lead Company.   

 

Mary Kathryn Ward was born April 30, 1910, in Mission, Texas.  Her family relocated to 

Missouri before 1920.  In 1935, Mary accepted a position in Flat River as a secretary of W.D. 

Manson, Asst. District Supervisor of the WPA.  By 1937, she was serving as the clerk of the 

WPA District Office in Jefferson County.  

 

Prentice died January 28, 1998; Mary died on March 17, 2000. The couple shared 60 years of 

marriage. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into a single series. 

  

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection consists of 206 letters between Prentice A. Wampler and his wife Mary Kathryn 

Ward.  The letters are arranged chronologically, except for 18 letters with no date.  The letters 

primarily discuss their relationship, hometown news, and occasional references to recreational 

activities. 
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