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Historical Note:  

 

John T. Barker of Macon, Missouri, was attorney general of Missouri from 1913 to 1917, and 

waged an unsuccessful campaign for the Democratic nomination for governor in 1916. He re-

turned to private law practice in 1917 and settled in Kansas City, Missouri, where he served as 

city counselor for several years.  Barker served as special attorney for the state of Missouri in the 

fire insurance rate case from 1923 to 1934.  He also served in the same capacity in Kentucky.  

He acted as a chief counsel for the defense in the Welch murder trial, 1943. Active in  

Democratic politics throughout his lifetime, he was appointed to a position on the U.S. attorney 

general’s staff by his close friend, Harry S. Truman. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following five series: 

 

Correspondence 

Speeches and Reprints 

Photographs 

Interview 

Scrapbooks 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Correspondence 

 

This series contains primarily of letters of congratulation on speeches, and on Missouri Lawyer, 

Barker’s autobiography. 

 

Speeches and Reprints 

 

This series contains Barker’s speeches and reprints of the review of his autobiography. 

 

Photographs 

 

This series consists mainly of photographs of individual politicians, but there are also photos of 

group events such as dinners, etc. 

 

Interview 

 

This series contains an interview with James N. Primm about Missouri speakers and speeches, 

1953 

 

Scrapbooks 

 

This series consists of newspapers clippings covering Barker’s career as Attorney General of 

Missouri; Chautauqua activities; his campaign for gubernatorial nomination; his term as city 
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counselor; the Welsh Murder Trial of 1943; clippings and mementos of the 1930s and 1940s and 

clippings and mementos from Barker’s stay in Washington and his period of retirement. 1913-

1958 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-15  Correspondence 

f. 16-21 Speeches and reprints 

f. 22 Photographs 

f. 23 Interview with James N. Primm about Missouri speakers and speeches, 

1953 

v. 1-5 Scrapbooks 

 v. 1 Covers the period when Barker was attorney general of  

Missouri, and includes material on the fire insurance rate case of 

1913, the railroad rate cases, Barker’s Chautauqua activities, and 

his political future 

 v. 2 Material about his campaign for the gubernatorial nomination 

and clippings from his term as city counselor 

 v. 3 Clippings from the Welsh murder trial of 1943 

 v. 4 Clippings and mementos from the 1930s and 1940s 

 v. 5 Clippings and mementos from Barker’s stay in Washington and 

during his period of retirement 

    

Index: 

 

Index Term Folders Other Image 

Ashurst, Henry F. (1874-1962) 11,15 
  

Back yard scenes 
 

v. 2 y 

Barker, John Tull (1877-1958) 
   

Barker, John Tull (1877-1958) 22 #1-7, 9-12, 14-19, 21-25 
 

y 

Bartle, H. Roe (1896-1974) 15 
  

Boyle, William M., Jr. (1902-1961) 6,8,9 
  

Boys on tricycles 
 

v. 5 y 

Cannon, Clarence (1879-1964) 2,11,13,14 
  

Cannon, Clarence (1879-1964) 22 
 

y 

Carnahan, A. S. J. (1897-1968) 22 
 

y 

Caulfield, Henry Stewart (1873-1966) 11 
  

Chautauquas 
   

Children playing 
 

v. 5 y 

Clark, Thomas Campbell (1899-1977) 3,5 
  

Costume, 1930s 22 v. 1 y 

Costume, 1950s 22 
 

y 

Daniels, Jonathan (1902- ) 7 
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Index Term Folders Other Image 

Dawson, Donald S. 11 
  

Dining 
 

v. 1 y 

Donnelly, Phil M. (1891-1961) 12, 13 
  

Eating and drinking--Man eating a grapefruit 
 

v. 2 y 

Eisenhower, Dwight David (1890-1969) 13 
  

Eisenhower, Edgar Nuton (1889-1971) 7 
  

Entertaining 
 

v. 2 y 

Fike, Stanley R. (1913-1989) 14 
  

Foster, John 9 
  

Graves, John L. 22 
 

y 

Hadley, Herbert Spencer (1872-1927) 1 
  

Hats 22 
 

y 

Hogsett, William S. (1883-1960) 5, 6, 14 
  

Hyde, Arthur Mastick (1877-1947) 1 
  

Jellico, George 1 
  

Jellico, Patricia 1 
  

Jones, Paul C. (1901-1981) 22 
 

y 

Kwapeszewska, Michel 1 
  

Leisure 
 

v. 5 y 

Major, Elliott Woolfolk (1864-1949) 1 
  

Marshall, George C. (1880-1959) 13 
  

McGrath, J. Howard (1903-1966) 8, 9, 11 
  

Men--Costume, 1930s 
 

v. 1 y 

Patio furniture 
 

v. 2 y 

Politics 
   

Postcard photographs 
 

v. 1 y 

Primm, James N. (1918- ) 12 
  

Reed, James A. (1861-1944) 
   

Ross, Charles G. (1885-1950) 8 
  

Schooley, C. Herschel 22, #14 
 

y 

Smith, Forrest (1886-1962) 4, 9, 12 
  

Smith, Willia 10 
  

Stephens, Harold 14 
  

Stone, William Joel (1848-1918) 
   

Symington, Stuart (1901-1988) 12, 15 
  

Truman, Bess Wallace (1885-1982) 2, 10 
  

Truman, Harry S (1884-1972) 3-15, 22 #5, 9, 11, 13, 14 
 

y 

Truman, Margaret (1924-2008) 3 
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Index Term Folders Other Image 

Van Ravenswaay, Charles (1911-1990) 7 
  

Vanech, H. Devitt 10 
  

Vaughn, Harry H. (1893-1981) 9, 11, 13 
  

Vinson, Fred M. (1890-1953) 3, 9 
  

Williams, James L. 22, #14 
 

y 

 


