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Historical Note:

Edward M. Stayton was educated in rural grade and high schools of Independence,
Missouri, and at the University of Missouri where he specialized in civil engineering and
military science and tactics. He was engaged in the location and construction of railways
and after World War | became consulting engineer for Clay County, Missouri, and
several adjacent counties. He has had a long active career in military affairs and retired
as a Major General in 1938. He was commander of the American Legion of Missouri in
1926-1927.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged into the following two series:

Committees
General Papers and Correspondence

Scope and Content Note:
More complete series descriptions are located in the container list.
Container List:

Committees Series

f. 1-7 Committee on Military Affairs
f.1 Training schedule for the Missouri State Guard Tactical School
f. 2-3 Proposals, amendments and reports of the committee, one report
by Stayton relative to the military file
f.4 Biennial report of the State Federal Soldier Home of Missouri
f.5 Compilation of the military sections of the constitutions of the

various states, correspondence of Major General J. F. Williams,
Chief of the National Guard Bureau.

f.6 Comments from different persons in regard to Proposal 68
relative to military affairs
f.7 Letters of appraisal on the proposals before the committee by the

St. Louis Chamber of Commerce, memorandum of the proposals
from the Adjutant General’s office

f. 8-17 Committee on Local Government (City of St. Louis, St. Louis County,
and Jackson County).
f. 8-14 Letters and papers dealing with the problems of

this committee.
f.8 Resolution from the St. Louis County League of
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f. 18-24

f. 18
f. 19
f. 20

f. 21-

f.9

Municipalities and proposals
File 12 of this committee as approved by the Committee on
Phraseology, Arrangement and Engrossment

f. 11-14 Correspondence: “blighted areas,” consolidation of St. Louis

22

f. 23-24

f. 25-35
f. 25

f. 26-29
f. 30-35

f. 36-46

f. 36

f. 31

and St. Louis County, constitutional grants for cities and
counties to frame and copy charters for their government.
Letters of appraisal of the proposals and file of this
committee by the St. Louis and Kansas City Chambers of
Commerce.
Bulletins pertaining to the problems of St. Louis and St. Louis
County.
“The Government of the City of St. Louis”
“The Movement for Municipal Home Rule in St. Louis”
“Metropolitan Problems of St. Louis and St. Louis County”
with reports on plans and practices in eight other
metropolitan communities
Committee on Local Government. Various pamphlets, papers, and
letters pertaining to the problems before this committee.
Material on proportional representation by George H. Hallett, Jr.
Proposals before this committee
Digest of panel discussions on local government
Recommendations on the file of Local Government,
correspondence on the consolidation of counties, home rule,
charters for larger cities and counties
Largely correspondence urging placing law enforcement officers
on a salary basis
Committee on Highways
Bulletin by the National Highway Users Conference
Proposals before this committee
Routine correspondence: power of condemnation
Report by the Kansas City Planning Commission on
“Suggested Location of Inter-Regional Highways”
Paper on national parkways in Missouri
Letter from the city manager of Kansas City on the inter-
regional highway system

f. 34-35 Letters from the Missouri State Highway Commission

analyzing File 10 of this committee. Letter of criticism from
the M.F.A. Correspondence opposing the amendment
providing the Highway Commission with power to regulate
access to, from, and across state highways; a tentative draft
of the report of the Committee on Phraseology. Arrangement
on this file.
Committee on Agriculture and Conservation. Various bulletins, papers,
and correspondence of this committee.
University of Missouri research quarterly on “A Survey of the
Resident Game and Fur Beavers of Missouri.”
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f. 37 “Missouri Forests” by United States Department of Agriculture
and Forest Service

f. 38 1943-1944 reports of the Missouri Conservation Commission

f. 40 Statement by I. T. Bode, Director of the Missouri Conservation

Commission and E. Sidney Stevens, Chairman of the Missouri
Conservation Commission

f. 41-45 Proposals, resolutions from various conservation interests
favoring the retention of the Conservation Commission as set up
in 1936, papers in forestry work, correspondence to and from
Rudolf Bennett, Professor of Zoology, University of Missouri on
conservation matters.

f. 44 Papers on departments of agriculture of the various states and
material on Mingo Migratory Wildlife Refuge
f. 46 Compilation of state laws on forestry
f. 47-52 Committee on Public Health and Public Welfare and Federal Relations

with Respect Thereto. Miscellaneous bulletins, papers, and letters of
this committee.

f. 48 Summary of Findings in the Missouri Jail Survey by Roy Casey,
Inspector of Jails, United States Bureau of Prisons

f. 49-50 Material on the effort to sever federal control of state functions

f. 51 Index of Public Assistance in Missouri, third quarter of 1943

f. 52 Memorandum on the Springfield, Missouri water problem

f. 53-58 Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions. Pamphlets, papers, and
letters pertaining to the questions before this committee.

f. 53-55 Pamphlets and bulletins dealing with small loan company
operations, report of the Senate Committee of Illinois on the
subject

f. 56-58 Correspondence: small loan companies, local option, lotteries,

letters of appraisal on the file of this committee from the Kansas
City Chamber of Commerce.

f. 59-67 Committee on Taxation, Levy, Assessment, and Collection
f. 59-60 Governmental research bulletins on taxation of intangibles and
publication Mind Your Own Business on taxation questions
f. 61 Papers on public library aid through taxation, personal property
tax, a paper on “Over-all Limitation of Real Estate Taxes”
f. 62-67 Correspondence: library aid, increases tax rates for education,

protests of real estate interests and individuals on proposed
increases in real estate property taxes.
f. 65-66 Letters from railway companies relating to sub-classification
or real and tangible personal property. Letters of appraisal
from the St. Louis and Kansas City Chambers of Commerce.

f. 68-72 Committee on Judicial Department. Bulletins, papers and letters
concerned with matters relating to the judiciary.
f. 68 Reports of committees and proposals
f. 69 Correspondence favoring the nonpartisan court plan, letter from

the Probate Judges Committee on proposals affecting probate
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f. 70-72

f. 73-74

f. 74

f. 75-76
f.75

f.76

f. 77-80

f. 77

f.78
f. 79-80

f. 81-83

f. 81

f. 82

f. 84-85

f. 84

f. 85

judges and a treatise by Glendy B. Arnold on constitutional
jurisdiction of probate courts.
Three section work on Provisions Relating to the Judiciary in
State Constitutions
Committee on Legislative Department. Papers and letters dealing
mostly with the questions of the organization of the legislature:
unicameral system or a reduced legislative body.
Copies of letters or a cross section of businessmen of Nebraska
on their one-house legislature
Committee on Executive Department
“Manual on the Executive Article for the Missouri Constitutional
Convention of 1943”
Correspondence: Governor’s power to pardon or grant reprieves
or commutations but not to parole, the merit system and cabinet
for a state government, a letter from the M.F.A. urging that the
constitution give no authority to the Governor to reduce any
appropriations for free public education.
Committee on Education. Bulletins, papers, and letters dealing with
problems before this committee.
“Manual on Education for the Missouri Constitutional
Convention of 1945” and a research bulletin on permanent
county school funds in Missouri
Various pamphlets on education and libraries
Correspondence: public libraries, school funds, racial
discrimination in education, a letter from E. Earl Crader, past
president of the Southeast Missouri Teachers’ Association
protesting an appointive State Board of Education and State
Commissioner of Education, appraisal of proposals before this
committee by the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce.
Committee on Preamble, Boundaries, Bill of Rights and Distribution of
Powers
Memorandum on medical freedom and a “Manual on the Bill of
Rights and Suffrage and Elections for the Missouri
Constitutional Convention of 1943~
Correspondence: racial discrimination, the right to keep and
bear arms, excessive condemnation of property, religious
freedom, medical freedom, and freedom of speech.
Committee on State Finance. Papers, pamphlets, and correspondence
dealing with problems of this committee.
Various pamphlets published by the Missouri Public Expenditure
Survey and the Governmental Research Institute on matters of
finance
Routine correspondence, correspondence relating to the issuance
of public utility revenue bonds, letters of appraisal of the file of
this committee by St. Louis and Kansas City Chambers of
Commerce
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f. 86 Committee on Labor. Correspondence: rights of employees and
citizens to organize and bargain collectively, the closed shop and the
proposal to compel labor unions to incorporate. Letters of appraisal of
this file from the St, Louis and Kansas City Chambers of Commerce.

f. 87-88 Committee on Information, Submission and Address to the People.
Newspaper comment on Missouri's 1943-1944Constitutional
Convention. Various issues of the Constitutional Convention News
released by the Committee on Information, Submission and Address.

f. 89 Committee on Suffrage and Elections. Suggestions for provisions in
the new constitution by L. A. Laughlin, Kansas City Attorney at Law.
Letter of appraisal from the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce. A
bulletin on soldier’s absentee voting laws.

f. 90 Committee on Initiative and Referendum. Manual on the Amending
Procedure and the Initiative and Referendum for the Missouri
Constitutional Convention of 1943, letters of appraisal of this file from
the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce.

f. 91 Committee on Corporations and Industry. Correspondence from the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers pertaining to the unfair usage of
passes issued by transportation companies. Comments of this file by the
Kansas City Chamber of Commerce.

Miscellaneous Series

f. 93-94 Routine correspondence to and from Stanton and the President of the
Convention, R. E. Blake
f. 95-106 General papers and correspondence
f. 95 Applications for positions of the convention
f. 99 Letter from D. W. Gramling (Brotherhood of Locomotive

Engineers) criticizing D. H. Brown, Secretary of State for his
methods in the choice of delegates-at-large to the convention.

f. 101 Suggested constitution for Missouri presented by T. W. Naeter,
delegate from the 21st District
f. 102 Letter from E. K. Campbell accusing justices of the peace of

accessing abusive fines and material from the NAACP
concerning racial discrimination

f. 104 Letter from the 8th Ward Republican and Improvement
Association opposing merit system, nonpartisan court plan, and
short ballot. Letter from Lue C. Losier in 1946 expressing his
consent to serve as United States Senator.

f. 107-116 Miscellaneous Bulletins
f. 107 Organization Manual for the Missouri Constitutional Convention
of 1943-1944
f. 108 Missouri Constitution of 1875 with amendments
f. 109 Roster of District and State Delegates to the 1943 Constitutional
Convention

f. 110 Reports of the Committee on Phraseology, Arrangement, and
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f. 111 The Constitutional Convention of 1943
f. 112 Journal of the State Board of Equalization of the State of
Missouri, 1942
f. 113 Report of Missouri State Auditor, 1943
f. 114 Publications of the National Municipal League, “Model State
Constitution”
f. 115 “A State Plan for Missouri” by the State Planning Board
f. 116 Missouri Public Expenditure Survey Publications
f. 117-118 Clippings. Various newspaper clippings pertaining to the work of the
Missouri State Constitutional Convention of 1943-1944.
Index:
Subject Folders
American Medical Liberty League, Incorporated 81
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 65
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 91,99
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers 91

Chamber of Commerce, Kansas City, Missouri

10-4,21,22,32,51,57,62,63,67,69,73,
76,79,82-86.89.90.102,106

Chamber of Commerce, St. Louis, Missouri

7,10,13,64,67,85,86,100,104

Christian Science

83

Daughters of the American Colonists National Society 105
Education 77-80
Forests and forestry, Missouri 37,41-46
Kansas City Southern Railway Company 65

Labor and laboring classes 86, 91
Labor unions 86, 81, 99
League of Municipalities of St. Louis County, Missouri 8
Libraries 62-67, 78
Loans 53-58
Mingo National Wildlife Refuge, Puxico, Missouri 44
Missouri Association of Municipal Utilities 85
Missouri Farmers Association 36-76
Missouri League of Women Voters 100-103
Missouri Welfare League 22
Missouri, Kansas City 18, 24, 31
Missouri, Kansas City, Real Estate Board 65
Missouri, Springfield 52
Missouri, St. Louis 15-17
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Subject Folders
Missouri. Board of Health 52
Missouri. Conservation Commission 36-46
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944 1-118
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 36-46
Committee on Agriculture and Conservation
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 39
Committee on Congressional, State Senatorial and
Representative Districts
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 91
Committee on Corporations and Industry
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 77-80
Committee on Education
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 75-76
Committee on Executive Department
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 25-35
Committee on Highways
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 87-88
Committee on Information, Submission and Address to
the People
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 90
Committee on Initiative and Referendum, Revision and
Amendments
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 68-72
Committee on Judicial Department
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 86
Committee on Labor
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 73-74
Committee on Legislative Department
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 18-24
Committee on Local Government
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 8-17
Committee on Local Government (City of St. Louis, St.
Louis County, and Jackson County)
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 1-7
Committee on Military Affairs
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 53-58
Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 81-83
Committee on Preamble, Boundaries, Bill of Rights and
Distribution of Powers
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 47-52

Committee on Public Health and Public Welfare and
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Subject Folders
Federal Relations with Respect thereto
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 84, 85
Committee on State Finance (except Taxation)--
Expenditures, Public Indebtedness and Restrictions
thereon
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 89
Committee on Suffrage and Elections
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 59-67
Committee on Taxation-Levy, Assessment and Collection
Missouri. Federal Soldiers' Home, St. James 4
Missouri. Highway Commission 34-35
Missouri. Planning Board 115
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 102
People
Public Health, Missouri 47-52
Race relations 80, 102
Real Estate Business 62-67
Schools 59-67, 76
St. Louis Real Estate Exchange 64
Suffrage 89
Taxation 59-67
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