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Donor Information:  The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by A.G. Taubert on 

March 20, 1945 (Accession No. CA0222). 

 

Processed by: Processed by The State Historical Society of Missouri-Columbia staff, date 

unknown. Finding Aid revised by John C. Konzal, April 16, 2020. 

 

Historical Note:  

 

A.G. Taubert was born November 7, 1896, at Cape Girardeau and graduated from public schools 

there.  He served in the U.S. Navy in World War I. He was editor of the Warrensburg Standard 

Herald.  He was director of the Missouri Press Association and was director and president of the 

Republican Editorial Association. He was a member of the board of directors of the Warrensburg 

Chamber of Commerce and was president in 1943. He was chairman of the Johnson County 

Republican Central Committee for ten years. He also served as chairman of the 6th congressional 

district Republican committee and as a member of the Republican state committee.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series:  

 

Committees 

Miscellaneous Papers and Correspondence. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

More complete series descriptions are located in the container list. 

 

Container List: 

 

Committees Series 

 

f . 1-50 Committee on Information, Submission, and Address to the People 

 f. 1-19 Committee and subcommittee reports to the president, 

resolutions and suggestions concerning submission or Proposed 

Constitution. 

  f. 4 Drafts of  “Address to the People” 

  f. 5 Mailing lists and zone classification of Missouri post offices 

  f. 6 Composite from the 100 newspapers which responded out of 

the 350 approached 

  f. 6-12 Returned questionnaires answered by Missouri newspapers at 

the request of this committee concerning publicity of the 

convention and its work. 

  f. 13-19 List of librarians and teachers throughout the state to be 

contacted by constitutional convention delegates 

 f. 20-50 Correspondence and papers pertaining to the work of this 

committee, especially requests from libraries, colleges, other 
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organization and individuals for convention files, journals, the 

Hume Duval article on the Constitution and other printed matter 

issued by the convention; correspondence to and from 

newspapers regarding convention publicity and the publicity 

bureau set up to handle it. 

  f. 29, 31, 33-36 Speeches by O. K. Armstrong on the progress of the 

convention 

  f. 39 Suggestion by Harry Denman concerning publicity of the 

Hume Duval article 

  f. 39-48 Replies from convention members regarding attitudes or 

newspapers in their districts toward the convention and 

requests for the Hume Rival article 

  f. 40 Bulletin entitled “Newspaper Comment on Missouri’s 1943-

1944 Constitution” and suggestions from Taubert to 

delegates for contacting librarians, teachers and others 

  f. 44-46 Press Association plan for informing voters about the New 

Constitution 

  f. 49-50 “Constitutional Convention News” and other publications 

issued by the committee 

f. 51-52 Committee on Rules and Order of Business 

 f. 51 Initial agenda of the 1943 Missouri Constitutional Convention, 

list of standing committees and their duties, committee reports 

 f. 52 “Proposed Rules” and report of the committee on the Hullverson 

Motion, other committee reports 

f. 53-57 Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions. Miscellaneous papers and  

correspondence dealing with the work of this committee. Most of the  

correspondence is favoring Proposal 115 or the Local Option Law, and  

both for and against the small loan law. 

 f. 54 State of Al Wallace’s, Secretary of Missouri Association of 

Personal Finance Company, opposing Constitutional limits on 

interest rates 

 f. 55 Letter regarding Proposals 300 and 301 on death and negligence 

damages and letters from the Grand Jurors Association on 

Proposal 211, introduced by Senator Searcy, eliminating the 

Constitutional requirement that each county have a grand jury 

called at stated intervals. 

f. 58-63 Committee on Accounts, Employees, Services and Supplies 

 f. 58 Supply book showing date and to whom supplies were issued 

 f. 59 Letter giving information regarding general convention 

employees and the distribution of Democrat and Republican 

delegates as of that date. 

 f. 59-63 Resolutions, summary reports, lists of employees, letters 

certifying resignations and appointments, routine bills and letters 

pertaining to the functioning of this committee 

 f. 60 List of convention clerks after sine die adjournment 

f. 64-68 Committee on Public Health and Public Welfare and Federal Relations  
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with Respect Thereto. Miscellaneous reports, memorandums, minutes  

of this committee and general correspondence. 

 f. 65 State of Purpose and Benefits of Proposal 210 by delegate O. C. 

Lee 

 f. 66 Publications of the Missouri League of Women Voters on public 

health and public welfare, paper by I. A. Smith on the subject, 

and one by Allen McReynolds on social security. 

 f. 67 Index of Public Assistance in Missouri, third quarter 1943, letter 

of analysis of the work of this committee from the Kansas City 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 f. 68 Recommendations from the Missouri Association for Social 

Welfare to this committee, letters urging creation of a State 

Department of Public Health and Welfare. 

f. 69-70 Committee on Legislative Department. Reprints of editorials from the  

Pleasant Hill Times, committee reports, proposals, “A Modern General  

Assembly for Modern Missouri” by Stratford Lee Morton 

 f. 70 Letters from a cross section of businessmen of Nebraska on their 

one-house legislature 

f. 71 Committee on Executive Department. Correspondence on behalf of the  

power of the Governor to pardon but not to parole, letter from the St.  

Louis Chamber of Commerce urging establishment of the cabinet form  

of state governments. 

f. 72-76 Committee on Judicial Department 

 f. 72 Report of Subcommittee 6 

 f. 73 Suggestions supporting retention of Judicial Selection Plan in 

1940 Amendment and Proposals 21 and 351 

 f. 74 Discussion of Proposal 21 

 f. 75 Suggestions on the proposals commonly called the Nonpartisan 

Court Plan by George H. Hubbell to the Committee on Judicial 

Department 

 f. 76 Opinion of the Committee of the Probate Judges Association as 

expressed by Glendy B. Arnold opposing Proposal 21 and a 

letter from him discussing probate courts, a letter from M. D. 

Aber, lawyer of Warrensburg, Missouri, urging the right to 

judicial review of actions taken by boards, commissions and one 

protesting creation of an additional court of appeals, letter 

opposing the doing away of the Justice. 

f. 77-78 Committee on Local Government. Miscellaneous correspondence of  

the work of this committee. 

 f. 77 Letters: Proposal 211 which would repeal the article of the 

constitution requiring the grand jury to investigate at least once a 

year officials in charge of public funds, a letter of analysis of this 

file from the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce. 

 f. 78 Letters urging abolition of the fee system, a letter from the St. 

Louis Chamber of Commerce objecting to the amendment 

providing that governmental employees may participate in party 
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politics. 

f. 79-80 Committee on Local Government (City of St. Louis, St, Louis County  

and Jackson County) 

 f. 79 “A Plea to the Constitutional Convention of Missouri for 

Enlargement of Boundaries of the City of St. Louis” (Office of 

the mayor, 1944). 

 f. 80 Correspondence:  boundary restrictions of the city of St. Louis 

and St. Louis County consolidation, a resolution from the Board 

of Aldermen or St. Louis urging enlargement of the boundaries 

f. 81-83 Committee on Taxation, Levy, Assessment, and Collection 

 f. 81-82 Correspondence urging support of public libraries, museums, and 

recreation projects through local taxes, letters from real estate 

interests opposing additional taxes on real estate; letter from St. 

Louis Chamber of Commerce; letter from G. W. Diemer, 

President of Central Missouri State Teachers College, 

concerning school board levies. 

  f. 81 Governmental Research Institute publications on taxation 

  f. 82 Letter strongly opposing maintenance of county roads by 

county courts through taxation 

 f. 83 Kansas City Chamber of Commerce analysis of minority report 

of this committee 

f. 84-85 Committee on State Finance (Except Taxation), Expenditures, Public  

Indebtedness, and Restrictions Thereon. Governmental Research  

Institute publications on municipal and state debt and the state budget  

department; a Missouri Public Expenditure Survey; letters of appraisal  

from the Kansas City and St. Louis Chambers of Commerce. 

 f. 85 Resolution of the Missouri Association of Municipal Utilities 

favoring the Revenue Bond Act; a letter from the Committee on 

Legislation and Enforcement (Missouri Society of Professional 

Engineers) urging constitutional provision for the issuance of 

bonds for municipal improvement of streets, rights of way, sewer 

systems.  A form letter explaining the statutes governing the 

loaning of county school funds; letter from F. M. White, mayor 

of Clarkton, Missouri, for value assessment of property. 

f. 86-89 Committee on Education. Miscellaneous correspondence, bulletins and  

papers of this committee. 

 f. 86-87 Article and letter by Amos L. Herold, Denton, Texas, on 

“Democratizing the Colleges;” bulletins on Missouri education. 

 f. 87 Lengthy unsigned letter opposing appointive State Board of 

Education, raising tax levy limit and distribution of state aid on 

attendance basis; a letter from E. E. Crader opposing appointive 

Boars of Education; letters urging public library aid and letters of 

approval of the file of this committee. 

 f. 88-89 Publications of the Missouri School Journal and School and 

Community 

f. 90 Committee on Corporations and Industry. Report to the Missouri Bar  
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Association for Missouri Constitutional Convention Concerning  

General Business Corporations. 

f. 91-93 Committee on Highways 

 f. 91 Bulletin Missouri Highways, which gives the background of 

Missouri highways 

 f. 92 Paper entitled “The Proposed Constitution and Highways of 

Missouri,” a letter of opposition from the M.F.A. 

 f. 93 Letter of approval from the Automobile Club of Missouri; letters 

opposing proposed Highway Commissioner’s power to regulate 

high-way traffic; a paper on Postwar Highways, in Missouri by 

C. W. Brown, Chief Engineer, Missouri State Highway 

Department; a published criticism of the “Address to the People” 

and the proposed constitution by J. S. Allen, County 

Superintendent; and a signed letter by H. M. Werbitzky, Division 

Engineer, defending the file. 

f. 94-96 Committee on Agriculture and Conservation. Miscellaneous papers,  

bulletins, and correspondence pertaining to the work of this committee. 

 f. 94 Bulletin, The Constitution and Conservation 

 f. 95-96 Resolutions and letters from various clubs and associations 

favoring the retention of the Conservation Commission as set up 

by Amendment 4 of the Constitution of 1875. Statements to this 

committee by I. T. Bode, Director of the Missouri Conservation 

Commission and E. Sidney Stephens, Chairman of the Missouri 

Conservation Commission. 

 f. 96 Analyses of Proposals 145 and 200 before the committee and a 

paper of the achievements of the Conservation Commission 

f. 97 Committee on Congressional, State Senatorial and Representative  

Districts. A reprint of a satirical editorial from the Pleasant Hill Times  

on the question of senatorial redistricting. A pamphlet, A Solution to  

the Senatorial Redistricting Problem. 

f. 98 Committee on Preamble, Boundaries, Bill of Rights and Distribution of  

Powers. A letter from T. E. Huntley, Central Baptist Church, St. Louis,  

urging equal rights and privileges for all regardless of race and color, a  

letter from the Christian Science Committee on Publication for  

Missouri urging that religious freedom be clearly defined in the  

Constitution. 

f. 99 Committee on Military Affairs. The file of this committee as reported  

to the convention and the same file as condensed for a brief,  

understandable constitution. A letter from a state militia PFC protesting  

the suggested political appointment of militia officers rather than  

election by the respective unit's enlisted personnel. 

f. 100 Committee on Labor. A detailed resolution from the Council of Kansas  

City and a letter from the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce  

approving the sections of the file of this committee which would permit  

employees of the city to join, organize, or remain members of bona fide  

labor organizations. 
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f. 101 Committee on Printing, Reporting and Publications. Samples of  

papers, estimates of printing costs, orders, and routine letters. 

f. 102-297 Select Committee 2: Publications and Select Committee 7: Executive  

Committee. General papers and correspondence: work of A, G,  

Taubert on these select committees which were appointed after sine die  

adjournment.  

 f. 102 Radio speech on New Constitution by Taubert and typed trial 

copies of the Proposed Constitution 

 f. 103-104 Reports of the select committees 

 f. 105 Lists of endorsers 

 f. 106-107 Address to the People, publicity and special election material 

 f. 108 Lists of select committees, material of the 1922-1923 state 

constitutional convention 

 f. 109-144 Routine correspondence; requests for and lists of people to 

contact in building up support of Proposed Constitution, letters 

from various organizations and leaders either favoring or 

opposing the document, correspondence between Taubert and 

Blake pertaining to the work of these select committees and 

state-wide organization for adoption of the Constitution. 

  f. 116 Letter on absentee voting in special election 

  f. 122 Correspondence:  constitution committee rally at Jefferson 

City and list of organizations supporting the Few 

Constitution 

  f. 124 Lists of living and deceased members of Constitutional 

Convention of 1922-1923, copy of wire from American 

Association of School Administrators commencing the 

Article of Education of the New Constitution. 

  f. 126 Review of the work of the Convention by R. E. Blake and 

address by J. M. Lashly delivered at the constitutional 

committee rally 

  f. 128-129 Documents pertaining to the special election 

  f. 129-143 Letters of inquiry; publications of notice of election. Western 

Newspaper Union correspondence; plate and mat orders. 

  f. 134 Letter of explanation of election publicity procedure 

  f. 137 Letter from editor of Knox City News explaining situation 

there: politics and publication of election. 

  f. 140 County organization set-up reports 

  f. 142 Letter from Religious Liberty Association on total separation 

of church and state 

  f. 143-144 Correspondence: committee chairman’s files being preserved 

in Western Historical Manuscripts Collection 

  f. 144 Approval of members of the select executive committee for 

all bills to be paid 

 f. 145-178 Letters from individuals and organizations requesting cores of 

the Proposed Constitution and other related material and also 

letters from the Executive Committee 7 acknowledging the 
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requests. 

 f. 179-184 Postcard requests for the Proposed New Constitution 

 f. 185-186 Letters from the offices of the governors of the various states 

acknowledging receipt of bound volumes of the proceedings of 

the 1943-1944 Missouri Constitutional Convention. 

Acknowledgement from Ernest Gruening, Governor of the 

Territory of Alaska, in which he says the volumes will serve as 

an excellent guide for the people of the Territory when they are 

given authority to draw up the Constitution of the State of 

Alaska. Also an enclosed copy of a memorial passed by the 17th 

session of the Alaska Territorial Legislature asking for statehood. 

 f. 187-231 Lists and directories of leaders and members of various 

organizations, clubs and societies secured through the 

correspondence in folders 109-144, who were to be contacted in 

publicizing and enlisting support for the Proposed Constitution. 

  f. 211-213 Lists of mayors, city clerks, and council members in 

Missouri towns 

  f. 214-231 Lists of Republican and Democratic county committeemen 

and committeewomen 

 f. 232-237 Shipping and delivery of Address to the People and Proposed 

New Constitution pamphlets 

 f. 238-242 Order blanks for office supplies and printed material for field 

men 

 f. 243-263 Correspondence with town and county newspapers: advertizing 

the Address to the People 

  f. 243 Alphabetical lists of Missouri newspapers by towns, rates 

and county list index 

  f. 244 Lists of newspaper members of the Missouri Press 

Association 

  f. 245 Lists of daily avid weekly newspapers giving time issued, 

circulation and inch rate 

 f. 264-294 Space contracts issued by the select Committee 7: Executive 

Committee to the various newspapers for publishing the Address 

to the People 

 f. 295-297 J. D. Gustin vs. Forrest Smith, state Auditor, and Wilson Bell, 

State Treasurer of the state of Missouri, law suit in which the 

plaintiff charges that unlawful appropriations were made on 

September 29, 1944, by the select committees and the State 

Auditor and State Treasurer for the payment of unlawful items. 

 

Miscellaneous Papers and Correspondence Series 

 

f. 300-357 Railway Express Agency Receipts. Receipts for materials shipped by  

the Convention. 

f. 358 Statements of Metered Mailings. Statements of mailing of metered  

matter with the State Constitutional Convention as the mailer. 



(C0031) A.G. Taubert Constitutional Convention Papers Page 9 

f. 359-370 Mid-State Printing Company Material. Receipts, orders, estimates, and  

samples of journals, files and the Proposed Constitution ordered by the  

Convention from this company, Taubert’s dealings with this  

company came as a result of his being chairman of the Committee on  

Information, Submission, and Address to the People and also as a result  

of his serving on the Select Committee 2: Publications and Select  

Committee 7: Executive Committee appointed to operate after the sine  

die adjournment of the convention.  The work of these committees is so  

closely related that all of the papers have been filed under the printing  

company rather than trying to separate them according to committees. 

f. 372-394 General Papers and Correspondence 

 f. 372 Articles of Isidor Loeb on Missouri constitutions; letter by  

LeRoy Munyon about ministers’ participation in government  

social security. 

 f. 373 Memorandum on convention members voting by Proxy; outline  

of address on work of convention 

 f. 374 Pamphlet: Constitution Making in Missouri 

 f. 375 Roll call and highlights of the convention 

 f. 376 Research articles by Carl and Charles Trauernicht on local and  

state bonds and taxation 

 f. 379 “Revising the Missouri Constitution” by Allen McReynolds, and  

an opinion from the Attorney General’s office regarding  

eligibility of party chairmen to serve as convention delegates 

 f. 382 Fred W. Naeter’s, “A Suggested Constitution for Missouri” 

 f. 383 Correspondence urging support of equal rights; article by W. B.  

Graves, chairman of the National Municipal League on “What  

Should a Constitution Contain.” 

 f. 385 Newspaper article by former Governor Caulfield 

 f. 386 Letter opposing short ballot, merit system and nonpartisan court  

plan; summary of questionnaires on various problems before the  

convention. 

f. 395 Engrossed file book 

f. 396-397 Books of proposals for committees 1-23 

f. 398 Taubert, A. G., and R. E, Blake Correspondence. Routine  

correspondence between A. G, Taubert and R. E. Blake: mechanics of  

the convention, especially as they relate to the Committee on  

Information, Submission and Address to the People. 

f. 399-406 Miscellaneous Bulletins 

 f. 399 Amended Constitution of the State of Missouri of 1875 

 f. 400 Reports of the Committee on Phraseology, Arrangement and 

Engrossment on the various files of the 1945 convention 

 f. 401 Roster of state, district, and county officers of the state of 

Missouri for 1943-1944 

 f. 402 94th Report of the Public Schools of the State of Missouri, 1943 

 f. 403 A State Plan for Missouri, 1943: report of Missouri State 

Planning Board 
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 f. 404 Election Laws of Missouri, 1943-1944 revision 

 f. 405 Missouri Public Expenditure, Survey’s Constitutional 

Convention Bulletins 

 f. 406 The Story of the Institute of Government by the National 

University Extension Association 

f. 407-408 Missouri Constitutional Convention Papers of 1922-1924. 

Amendments to the Constitution of Missouri proposed by the 

convention of 1922-1923 and the Address to the People. Financial 

statement of the Special Committee on Submission and Address to the 

People. 

f. 409-414 Clippings. Miscellaneous clippings pertaining to the work of the 

convention.  Articles from the various newspapers of the state which 

are representative of their attitudes toward the work of the convention. 

 f. 409 Copies of the Hume Duval articles 

 f. 414 Copy of the Jewish Record in both English and Hebrew 

f. 415-417 Propaganda material for and against the New Constitution 

 f. 415 Article by Senator William M. Quinn in opposition to the 

Proposed Constitution 

 f. 416 Miscellaneous propaganda against the Proposed Constitution 

 f. 417 Propaganda in favor of the Proposed Constitution 

f. 418-425 Political Correspondence. Miscellaneous correspondence of a political 

nature but not concerned with the constitutional convention of 1943-

1945. Correspondence and papers pertaining to the general election of 

1944. 

 f. 419-422 Correspondence:  the possibility of Taubert running for state 

senator 

 f. 423 Correspondence:  the appointment of a secretary of state after the 

death of the incumbent Dwight Brown. Correspondence to and 

from United States Senator Marion T. Bennett from Missouri: 

the possibility for the establishment of a veterans’ hospital in 

Warrensburg, Missouri. 

 

Index: 

 

Subject Folders 

Bennett, Marion Tinsley (1914-2000) 385,423 

Chamber of Commerce, Kansas City, Missouri 47,49,59,60,64,70-73, 
76,77,93,383 

Chamber of Commerce, St. Louis, Missouri 64,70,73,75,76,78,381 

Education 79-82, 402, 392, 124 

Libraries 74-75, 79-80, 383 

Loans 47-50 

Missouri Association for Social Welfare 61 

Missouri Association of Municipal Utilities 77 
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Subject Folders 

Missouri Bankers Association 108 

Missouri Farmers Association 85, 889 

Missouri Public Expenditure Survey 76, 78, 124, 403 

Missouri Welfare League 61 

Missouri, Kansas City, Real Estate Board 75 

Missouri. Conservation Commission 87-89 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1922-1923 108, 407-408 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944 1-423 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944, Propaganda 415-417 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944, Select Committee No. 2: 
Publications 

102-297 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944, Select Committee No. 7: 
Executive 

102-297 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Accounts, 
Employees, Services and Supplies 

58-63 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Agriculture and 
Conservation 

94-96 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Congressional, 
State Senatorial and Representative Districts 

97 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Corporations 
and Industry 

90 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Education 86-89 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Executive 
Department 

71 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Highways 91-93 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Information, 
Submission and Address to the People 

1-50 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Judicial 
Department 

72-76 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Labor 100 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Legislative 
Department 

69-70 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Local 
Government 

77, 78 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Local 
Government (City of St. Louis, St. Louis County, and Jackson County) 

79-80 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Military Affairs 99 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Miscellaneous 
Provisions 

53-57 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Preamble, 98 
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Subject Folders 

Boundaries, Bill of Rights and Distribution of Powers 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Printing, 
Reporting and Publications 

101 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Public Health 
and Public Welfare and Federal Relations with Respect thereto 

64-68 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Rules and Order 
of Business 

51-52 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on State Finance 
(except Taxation)--Expenditures, Public Indebtedness and Restrictions thereon 

84, 85 

Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. Committee on Taxation-Levy, 
Assessment and Collection 

81-83 

Missouri. Highway Department 84, 86 

Missouri. Planning Board 403 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 384 

Newspapers, Missouri 6-12, 243-294, 409, 
414 

Public Health, Missouri 64-68 

Race relations 384, 392 

Real Estate Business 81-83 

Schools 75-76, 78, 402 

St. Louis Real Estate Exchange 75 

Suffrage 116 

Taubert, A.G. (1896-1994) 1-423 

Taxation 75-76, 81-83, 402 

U.S. War Production Board 113, 117-119 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union 53-57 

 


