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Historical Note:

Frederick Blackmar Mumford was born near Moscow, Michigan, on 28 May 1869. He entered
Albion College in 1889 and studied classics. He graduated the next year with a bachelor of
science degree. In 1891, Mumford entered Michigan Agricultural College, graduating in 1893
with a master of science degree. He left M.A.C. in 1895 after two years of teaching and began
duties at the University of Missouri, College of Agriculture. He remained at the college as an
instructor from 1895 to 1938 and as dean from 1909 until his retirement in 1938.

Besides his duties at the college, Mumford also held positions of prominence during World War
I. He was director of the Missouri Council of Defense and administrator of the Missouri
Division of the U.S. Food Administration. As head of these defense organizations he was
responsible for the organization and implementation of the goals of the two groups to conserve
resources, coordinate activities with state and federal agencies, prevent unnecessary speculation
in the aspects of everyday life, and lead movements to increase food production. In the spring of
1919, he was included as a member of the Mission Americaine de Rapproachment. The purpose
of the mission was to judge France’s need for economic assistance after World War 1.

During the Depression, Mumford served on the Missouri State Board of Agriculture, Missouri
Relief and Reconstruction Commission, Farm Debt Adjustment Committee, and State Planning
Board.

Mumford retired in 1938 after serving the College of Agriculture for 43 years. Under Mumford’s
leadership, the department had expanded its services to the state. Departments of forestry, farm
management, poultry husbandry, soils, field crops, and dairy husbandry were created, and new
buildings for veterinary science, agricultural chemistry, administration, and the hog cholera
serum plant were built.

After retiring, Mumford continued his activities to benefit the college. He remained active at the
college and with his work in the Association of Land Grant Colleges and Universities. Through
this association, Mumford attempted to improve agricultural education by using land grant
institutions to influence national and state legislation. Mumford was active in the association
and was elected president in 1940.

On November 12, 1946, Mumford died from injuries he received the month before in a car
accident near Wentzville, Missouri.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following ten series:
Correspondence

Pamphlets
Articles for Publication
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Reports

Speeches

Statistics

Clippings

Scrapbooks

Financial Documents
Miscellaneous Material

Scope and Content Note:

Mumford’s papers correspond primarily with his years at the University of Missouri College of
Agriculture, with most of the material concentrated in the twenty-five-year period of 1910 to
1935. Of significance are the articles, speeches, and reports Mumford composed to keep the
College of Agriculture from incurring budget cuts from 1920 to 1935. Other material of
significance pertains to Mumford’s chairmanship of the Missouri Division of the U.S. Food
administration and his presidency of the Association of Land Grant Colleges and Universities.

The series are not mutually exclusive; for example, correspondence can be found interfiled with
statistics, and reports can be found in correspondence. These inconsistencies are a result of
maintaining the original filing order when possible. All material within the collection is filed in
chronological order unless noted to the contrary.

More complete descriptions of the series are in the container list.
Container List:
Correspondence Series

f. 1-15 1893-1938. The correspondence is weighted toward Mumford’s work in animal
husbandry, but some interesting letters are found dealing with early debate over a
nursery and orchard inspection bill for Missouri.

f. 16-22 1938-1941. Pertains to Mumford’s retirement as dean of the College of
Agriculture. The majority of the letters are congratulatory notes from across the
United States and Missouri. The letters begin in early 1938. Copies of articles
and speeches given in his honor are also included.

f. 23-43 1938-1942. Spans the years of Mumford’s active work in the Association of Land
Grant Colleges and Universities. Correspondence begins in 1938 and continues
until Mumford’s term as president of the association expired in 1942. The
majority of the letters deal with members’ impressions on agricultural legislation.
Other topics include the executive meetings and enrollment in association
institutions during World War 1.

Pamphlets Series

f. 44-45 Pertaining to two topics: modernization of poultry farming in Missouri, 1912, and
the Sigma Xi fraternity, 1912-1923.
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Articles for Publication Series

f. 46-70

f. 46-51
f. 52-52b
f. 53-58
f. 59-59a
f. 60-63
f. 64-64a
f. 65-70

Articles written by Mumford for publication in magazines, journals, newspapers,
or bulletins. Topics include the College of Agriculture and its benefits to farmers
of Missouri, the Agricultural Experiment Station, lack of a national farm policy,
and Mumford’s views on evolution and religion.

1909-1919

Circa 1910s

1920-1929

Circa 1920s

1930-1939

Circa 1930s

Undated

Reports Series

f. 71-112

1904-1931. Reports to Mumford concerning experiments conducted at the
Agricultural Experiment Station. Reports are from animal husbandry, botany,
horticulture, entomology, agricultural chemistry, and other departments. The
reports are complete and extensive for 1912 to 1914, but beginning in 1915 short
standardized forms were used. Reports have been indexed by name of department
conducting the experiment; only reports pertaining to important experiments have
been individually indexed.

Speeches Series

f. 113-127

1912-1937. Speeches given by Mumford before farm organizations and broadcast
over radio. The majority of the speeches were composed between 1920 and 1937
and pertain to the agricultural depression of the twenties and thirties and the
College of Agriculture’s attempt to help the farmers of Missouri be more efficient
and productive. Other topics included are agricultural education in high schools
and colleges, agricultural legislation, and the Agricultural Experiment Station.

Statistics Series

f. 128-129

f. 130-134

f. 135-136

Attendance records of the College of Agriculture’s Farmers” Weeks, 1915-1919, a
yearly program to explain new methods of agriculture and animal husbandry.
Enrollment records for the College of Agriculture, 1906-1938. Mumford was
concerned with the poor economic conditions from 1920 to 1938, which in turn
caused a decrease in enrollment and the budget.

Statistics Mumford received from other land grant college institutions for the
period 1910 to 1930. Also includes statistics concerning the swine cholera serum
plant at the college, and the costs of this serum throughout the United States.

Clippings Series

f. 137-140

1917-1919. These clippings originated from the U.S. Food Administration, of
which Mumford was administrator for the Missouri Division. These articles were
routed from Washington, D.C. through Mumford’s office to newspapers across
Missouri, and dealt with production, distribution, use, and conservation of food.
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Subjects within the clippings are conditions in France, Great Britain, and
Germany, and domestic changes in American society, i.e., wheatless Thursdays,
meatless Tuesdays, and porkless Saturdays. Of primary importance to the Food
Administration was the conservation of wheat for export to Europe. The
clippings are not dated and it can only be assumed that Mumford had kept them in
the order he received them.

Scrapbooks Series

f. 141

f. 142-142b

Scrapbook which includes personal memorabilia of Mumford and his wife Jesse
from 1895 to 1909. Included are poems, pictures, and articles pertaining to the
Mumfords. The scrapbook is in its original order.

Series of articles from the Bulletin, the College of Agriculture newsletter. These
articles were clipped during 1904 and constitute a correspondence course in
horticulture. This series represents an example of how the College of Agriculture
tried to expand the knowledge of the farmers of Missouri. It remains in its
original order.

Financial Documents Series

f. 143-154

1906-1922. This series is composed of financial documents pertaining to the
running of the College of Agriculture. Included are budgets, statements of
charges, salaries, and outside sources of income. Of note are ledgers of the Swine
Cholera Serum Service of the college. Budgets are filed by the date they were
written or at the beginning of the fiscal year they represent.

Miscellaneous Material Series

f. 155-159 Material gathered by Mumford on his trip to France in 1919. Mumford was a
member of the Mission Americaine de Rapproachment to France. In the series
are menus, hotel bills, speeches, and postcards which Mumford collected.

f. 160 Photographs of Mumford and some of his protégés.

f. 161 Posters from the Agricultural Extension Station, 1917, and Missouri Council of
Defense, 1917-1918. The extension posters explain crop and pest problems,
while the defense posters deal directly with the war in Europe. The posters are
examples of propaganda both before and after the United States entered World
War I.

f. 162-163 Graphs from the data derived from the “Growth of Steers” experiment which
Mumford supervised. Other names of this experiment were “Retarded Growth”
and “Use of Food.” The graphs are not dated.

f. 164 Fragments which could not be matched with other items in the collection,

n.d.

Index:

Subject Folders Image

Adams Fund 1,3,4a,7a,37,75a,84-86,88,89,93,145-147,

149,151,153

Agricultural machinery 121
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Agricultural machinery, 1910s 9

Agriculture, 1919 51

Agriculture, 1920s 54,55,58,64a,117-119

Agriculture, 1930s 121-123

Agriculture--Government policy, 1920s 56,56a,59,117

Agriculture--Government policy, 1930s 106

Agriculture--Law and legislation

5-6b,13,15,27-35,37-38a,41,105,106,124

Agriculture--Ozarks

68

Agriculture--Research

96

Agriculture--Study and teaching

9,47,49,56,58,59,62,63,65,68-70,80,113,
115-117,123,126

Bill for Education

Universities, Committee to Study Federal Aid

American Council on Education 33-36
Ammonia Nitrogen Fertilizer Plant, Muscle 33
Shoals, Alabama

Archive of Soil Science

Armsby, H. P. 1,13,2
Association of Land-Grant Colleges and State (22-43
Universities

Association of Land-Grant Colleges and 26

Association of Land-Grant Colleges and
Universities, Conventions, 1930s

24,27-29,125

Association of Land-Grant Colleges and
Universities, Conventions, 1940s

42

Association of Land-Grant Colleges and
Universities, Executive Committee

24,25,29,30,32,35,37,40,42

Association of Land-Grant Colleges and 22,23
Universities, Federal-State Relations

Committee

Bankhead, John Hollis (1872-1946) 26
Beal, William James (1833-) 160

Cattle 3,52,58,72,75,82,85,88,98,99,162,163
Cattle 109

Cattle Breeding 10,54,57,73

Clarke-McNary Act 105

Colleges and universities--Faculty, 1910s 160

Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893 141

Cooper, Thomas 20-40,42

County agricultural agents 90

Creel, Cecil W. 22-32,34-39,41

Crop rotation 75,85
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Eckles, Clarence Henry (1875-1933) 3,10, 72, 83

Eckles, Clarence Henry (1875-1933) 160

Edwards, Granville D. (1868-1952) 1

Erie Railroad 5

Evolution 8, 60

Farm life--Missouri 68, 69

Farm tenancy 26, 27, 30-35, 37, 40

Federal aid to education 4,22-32,64

Federal aid to education, 1930s 26, 106

Fences 96

Fertilizer Industry and Colleges Conference, 160

1922

Fertilizers and manures, 1920s 45

France--Description and travel--Views, 1910s |158, 159

Frisco Railroad, Scholarships 3,47a

Gardner, Frederick Dozier (1869-1933) 9

Gray, Dan . 160

Hadley, Herbert Spencer (1872-1927) 4a

Harrison, Byron Patton "Pat" (1881-1941) 26

Haseman, Leonard

4, 43, 5a, 6a, 87, 90

Hatch Fund 2,3,4a,37,54, 62,63, 753, 89, 107, 124,
145-148, 151, 153

Hatch, William H. (1833-1896) 124,125

Horses 52

Hyde, Arthur Mastick (1877-1947)

10, 115, 116, 120

Insects, Injurious and beneficial

4, 6, 6a, 66, 67, 87, 109

lowa. State College of Agriculture and 6a
Mechanic Arts, Ames, lowa Experiment

Station

Jordan, Samuel M. (1860-1941) 1
Kennedy, Jessamine ( -1946) 141
Land Grant College Act, 1862 34, 35
Land grant colleges, Enroliment 135, 136
Larrabee, William H. (1870-1960) 26
Lefevre, George (1869-1923) 160

Livestock 3, 4, 63, 7a-10, 50, 52, 54, 5743, 68-71, 74,
75,77, 80-82, 85, 88, 93, 96, 98-100, 102,
111, 144, 162, 163

Livestock 9, 160

Livestock judging 160

Military service, Compulsory, 1940s 37-39, 42

Military service, Compulsory, 1940s 37-39, 42
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Mission Americane de Rapproachment 155-160

Ecomomique, 1919

Missouri, Nodaway County, Agriculture 52a

Extension Service

Missouri. Council of Defense, 1917-1918 9,161

Morrill Act, 1862

54,57,57a, 60, 62, 63

Morrill Fund

143, 144, 153

Mumford, Frederick Blackmar (1868-1946) 1-164
Mumford, Frederick Blackmar (1868-1946) 160, #24, 26
Mumford, Herbert Windsor (1871-1938) 20
Mumford, Jessamine Kennedy ( -1946) 141

Nurseries (Horticulture)

5, 53, 6, 63, 6b, 73, 8, 49, 76, 81, 87, 109

Pennsylvania State College, University Park, 1,2
Institute of Animal Nutrition
Pigs 9, #2

Pigs, Diseases

149, 150, 154

46, 75,79, 82, 89, 93, 97, 136, 143-147,

Plant breeding 85

Plants, Experiments 3,5, 7,50, 75a, 79, 84, 88
Postcards, France, 1910s 158, 159

Postcards, Spain, 1910s 159

Posters, University of Missouri, Agricultural 161

Experiment Station, 1917

Posters, World War, 1914-1918, Propaganda |161

Poultry, Missouri 45

Propaganda 161

Purnell Act, 1925 105

Religion and science 60, 60a

Smith-Lever Act, 1914 6a, 34, 35, 37

Society of the Sigma Xi 44

Soils 47, 52b, 54, 65-68, 72, 113

Spain, Description and travel, Views, 1910s

159

Stark Brothers Nurseries and Orchard 6a, 6b
Company

Stark, Lloyd Crow (1886-1972) 7a, 68
Stark, William P. 5a, 6, 6a
Telegony 68
Thomas, Elbert D. (1883-1953) 26

Trowbridge, P. F.

4,43, 53,7, 73,8, 82,90, 113, 160 #26

U.S. Department of Agriculture

4a, 4b, 11, 22, 23, 64, 72, 753, 83

U.S. National Youth Administration, College
Student Work Fund

30-32
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Subject

Folders

Image ’

U.S. Tennessee Valley Authority, Wilson Dam
Fertilizer Facility

31

University of Missouri, Agricultural Experiment
Station

1-6a, 37,46, 47, 54, 56-594, 604, 62, 63,
65, 66, 69-112, 122, 124, 125, 130, 143,
152,154

University of Missouri, Agricultural Experiment
Station, Nursery and Orchard Inspection
Service

90

University of Missouri, Agricultural Extension
Service

52a, 54, 593, 60, 65, 66, 70

University of Missouri, Agricultural Extension
Service, Poster Bulletins, 1917

161

University of Missouri, College of Agriculture

1-15, 46-112, 128-136, 142-154

University of Missouri, College of Agriculture,
Faculty, 1914

160, #26

University of Missouri, College of Agriculture,
Short Winter Courses

3, 10, 46, 47a, 47b, 49-51, 53, 59, 64, 65,
111, 146, 147

University of Missouri, Department of
Agricultural Chemistry

4, 5a, 46, 68, 76, 82, 83, 90, 113

University of Missouri, Department of
Agronomy

5,7,7a,68,75a,77, 84,385,113

University of Missouri, Department of Animal
Husbandry

3-4a, 7-9, 46, 68, 69, 77, 80, 85, 86, 98-
100, 102, 108

University of Missouri, Department of Botany

4, 6a,7, 73, 85, 86, 108

University of Missouri, Department of Dairy
Husbandry

83, 86, 97, 107

University of Missouri, Department of
Entomology

4, 43, 53, 6, 6a, 75a, 87

University of Missouri, Department of Farm
Crops

3,90, 91, 101, 108

University of Missouri, Department of Farm
Management

6a, 6b, 75, 75a, 87

University of Missouri, Department of Forestry

6a-7, 79, 88, 92, 94-96

University of Missouri, Department of Geology

68, 72

University of Missouri, Department of Home
Economics

11-13,92, 133,134

University of Missouri, Department of
Horticulture

3,4a,5,7a,50,79, 88

University of Missouri, Department of Poultry |83, 89
Husbandry

University of Missouri, Department of 7a, 79, 89
Veterinary Science

University of Missouri, Department of Zoology |89
University of Missouri, Enrollment 14, 130-134
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University of Missouri, Farmers Week, 1910s |128, 129

Wabash Railroad, Agricultural Train A48, 48a

Wabash Railroad, Scholarships 3, 45, 46

Wallace, Henry A. 16, 37

Wallace, Henry Cantwell 117

Walton, T. O. 24-39,41, 42

Whitten, John C. (1866-1922)

4a, 5, 6a, 6b, 7a, 79

Wilson, James W.

52a

Women and agriculture, 1910s 48, 48a

World War, 1914-1918, Effects on Agriculture |10, 32, 60, 100
World War, 1914-1918, Propaganda 161

World War, 1914-1918, U.S. 137-140




