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Historical Note:  

 

Samuel Rodgers Dillman was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on May 5, 1874. He was 

ordained as an elder by the United Brethren Church at Oregon, Pennsylvania. He was licensed by 

the United Brethren at Trenton, Missouri, April 9, 1894, and admitted to the Missouri 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, on September 16, 1900. 

  

Dillman attended high school in Illinois; Avalon College, Trenton, Missouri; Northeast Missouri 

State College, Kirksville; and Washington University, St. Louis. He married Daisy Dean 

Drinkard. 

  

Before 1911, Dillman held pastorates at Brookfield, Trenton, Brashear, Raymore, Hunnewell, 

and Monticello, Missouri. From 1911 to 1913, he was pastor of Kingdom House, a settlement 

house of the Methodist Church in St. Louis. From this position, he was transferred to 

Bellefontaine Methodist Church in the St. Louis suburbs. 

  

During World War I, Dillman apparently left the ministry and resided around Saratoga, 

Wyoming. Sometime in 1920 he south admittance to a Methodist Conference and was admitted 

to the Eastern Nebraska with a pastorate at Berwyn. While at Berwyn, he sought admittance to 

the Missouri Conference and was admitted to the Southwest Missouri Conference. He held 

pastorates in Montrose, Chilhowee, Appleton City, and Eldorado Springs among other places. He 

retired and lived in or near Trenton, Missouri, after 1945. 

  

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series: 

 

Correspondence 

Miscellaneous 

Books 

 

The Miscellaneous series has been arranged alphabetically. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

More complete series descriptions can be found in the container list. 

 

Container List: 

 

Correspondence Series 

 

f. 1-28 Family and business correspondence dealing with Methodist Church,  

Kingdom House, St. Louis, Bellfountain Church, Berwyn, Nebraska, 

Chilhowee, Montrose, and other Missouri churches. 

 

Miscellaneous Series 

 

f. 29 Transcripts and records of college work done at Washington University, 

St. Louis 

f. 30 Account book containing records of salary and church membership from 
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1927-1929 

f. 31-44 Agricultural bulletins on bees, general information, poultry, beekeeping 

supplies, and general small agricultural supplies, and seed catalogues 

f. 45 American Bible Society pamphlet 

f. 46 American White Cross, collection supplies and buttons 

f. 47-49 Automotive manuals and information. Manuals on operations and 

maintenance of Ford cars, ca. 1918-1926 

f. 50 Bank book from the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Montrose, 

Missouri, and savings book from the Missouri Savings Association Bank, 

Kansas City, Missouri 

f. 51-73 Bank debit and credit slips drawn on various banks; bank deposit slips, 

1918-1926; bank notes, 1913-1909; bank statements, 1918-1938; bank 

checks, 1918-1938 

f. 74 Pamphlets and small items pertaining to the Bible 

f. 75-79 Bills and receipts, August 25, 1914-February 28, 1933 

f. 80 Church Bulletins from various places 

f. 81-89 Materials dealing with church organization; pacifism; publications 

(including anti-Mormon matter); supplies in the form of book lists, 

equipment, and offering envelopes; and Sunday School supplies 

f. 90-144 Clippings dealing with death, divorce, William J. Bryan, children, 

churches, Christian life, Christmas, clergy, S.R. Dillman, economics, 

education, evolution, fashion, foreign countries, gardening, health, 

history, house plans, humor, illustrations, literature, marriage, Memorial 

Day, Missouri, Missouri highways, Mother’s Day, pictures, poetry, 

politics, prohibition, women’s suffrage, Woodrow Wilson, and World 

War I 

f. 145 Pamphlet on duplicating equipment 

f. 146-148 Evangelism materials: publicity, tracts, and lists of evangelists 

f. 149 Fish and game laws of Missouri, 1927-1928 

f. 150-151 Pamphlets and literature on food preservation 

f. 152 Pamphlet and sales literature on gasoline lamps, irons, and heaters 

f. 153 Health bulletins from the St. Louis Health Department and private 

organizations 

f. 154-155 Insurance policies on churches, autos, and personal items;  insurance 

advertising 

f. 156  Copies of legal agreements between S.R. Dillman would manage the 

ranch of Mollie Frances Day in Carbon County, Wyoming, for the period 

of one year; unsigned and undated 

f. 157-169 Magazines: The Children’s Friend, July 1, 1893-August 1, 1897; 

Children’s Visitor, May 2, 1897-May 16, 1897; Christian Advocate, May  

13, 1922-April 2, 1926; Church World, August 27, 1926; Dearbourn 

Independent, December 12, 1926; Missionary Visitor, June 8, 1893; The 

Missionary Voice, September 1922; Radio Digest Retailer, February 

1925, Radio World, November 3; St. Louis Christian Advocate , February 

4, 1920-October 6, 1920; The Southern Methodist, May 13, 1925 

f. 170-175 Maps: Kansas City, Missouri; Missouri; Nebraska; St. Louis, Missouri; 

Wyoming 

f. 176-189 Methodist Church finances; church membership; St. Louis Conference  

Journal, 1914, 1918; Southwest Missouri Conference Journal, 1922-

1923, 1935; Conference programs and clippings; district materials; 
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Epworth League; missions 

f. 190-200 Reports of work at Kingdom House, St. Louis, 1911-1914; activities of 

Kingdom House and city missions; programs; sermons; sermon themes; 

Sunday School; and general reports 

f. 201-204 Methodist schools and colleges; Avalon College, Central College 

(Fayette), Central College for Women, Scarrett College for Christian  

Workers, and Scarrett Bible and Training School 

f. 205 Methodist Women’s Missionary Society 

f. 206 Methodist and United Brethren Ministerial certificates and licenses 

f. 207 Missouri State Board of Charities pamphlets 

f. 208-209 Motor vehicle laws, primarily of Missouri, 1918-1936; motor vehicle 

registration and applications for registration 

f. 210 Music: scores and articles about songs 

f. 211-217 Newspapers: Kansas City Post, November 1, 1921. Lee’s Summit  

Journal, October 13, 1921. St. Louis Globe-Democrat magazine, 

December 26, 1926. Saratoga Sun, June 9 1955. Trenton Evening Times, 

January 31, 1923-February 1, 1923 

f. 218-230 Notebooks: Botany, general subject matter, personal data, weddings,  

funerals, matter s of importance to the church, baptisms, English and 

history notes, religion course, miscellaneous notes from sermons and 

talks, and meetings and conferences 

f. 231-234 Photographs of groups of ministers, family, and unidentified churches.  

Pamphlets concerning the taking and development of pictures, and 

operation of a lantern slide machine 

f. 235-236 Small bound copies of plays and a catalogue of descriptions of plays; 

play programs 

f. 237-238 Postcards and picture postcard folders containing no correspondence; 

picture postcard scrapbook 

f. 239-240 Printed materials on prohibition and temperance: lecture copies, Anti- 

Saloon League, Methodist materials on prohibition 

f. 241-246 Radio supply catalogues 

f. 247 Railroad time tables and freight regulations 

f. 248 Receipts 

f. 249 Printed pamphlets on St. Louis 

f. 250 Eldridge sewing machine manual; short articles on sewing 

f. 251 Constitution and membership lists of the Social Service Conference of St.  

Louis, 1913-1914 

f. 252 Tax receipts, 1929-1933 

f. 253 1910 picture pamphlet on Washington University in St. Louis; list of  

extension courses, 1916-1917; and copy of Student Life 

f. 254 Pamphlets, handbills, and copies of addresses on women’s suffrage 

f. 255 Pamphlets and guidebooks on Wyoming 

f. 256-261 Miscellaneous materials 

 

Books Series 

 

f. 262 Account book, 1889-1895. Contains the records of an unidentified  

merchandising company. Also contains the bylaws for Brunswick Lodge 

#57 at the back of the book.  Religious scrapbook, c. 1891-1910. 
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Index: 

 

Subject Folders 

Avalon College, Trenton, Missouri 201 

Central College for Women, Lexington, Missouri 204 

Central Methodist College, Fayette, Missouri 202 

Children's literature 157,158 

Christian Advocate, Chicago 159,160 

Church World 161,163 

Dearborn Independent 162 

Dillman, Daisy Dean Drinkard 1-28,51-73,156,218,231-234 

Dillman, Samuel Rodgers 1-30,50-73,75-79,154-156,176-189,206, 
218-234,251-252 

Kingdom House, St. Louis, Missouri 5, 190-200 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South 1-28, 30, 80, 176-206, 240 

Missionary Visitor 164 

Missionary Voice 165 

Scarritt Bible and Training School, Nashville, Tennessee 204 

Southern Methodist, The 169 

St. Louis Christian Advocate 168 

Washington University, St. Louis 29, 253 

 


