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Donor Information:  The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by John W. 

Connaway on December 12, 1945 (Accession No. CA2818).  

 

Related Materials: Additional materials related to the John Waldo Connaway Papers can be 

found in the following collections: 

 

John Connaway Collection, (C0250) 

John Waldo Connaway Letter, (C1828) 

John Waldo Connaway Scroll, (C1512) 

 

Processed by: Processed by The State Historical Society of Missouri-Columbia staff, date 

unknown. Finding aid revised by John C. Konzal, April 22, 2020, and by Elizabeth Engel on 

September 22, 2020. 

 

Historical Note:  

 

Born in Stockton, Missouri, on November 18, 1859, John W. Connaway accepted a position at 

the University of Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station in 1888. He worked at the university 

for over fifty years until his death in 1947 although he went into semi-retirement in 1931 when 

he assumed emeritus status. The University of Missouri honored Dr. Connaway in 1937 by 

naming a veterinary building after him. Connaway married Eleanor Ficklin of Columbia, 

Missouri, in 1890. They had one child, Penelope, who was born in 1891. 

 

Connaway received a degree in Veterinary Science from the Chicago Veterinary College in 1890 

and obtained a medical degree at the University of Missouri in 1897. He also pursued graduate 

studies in medicine at the University of Berlin in 1904 and 1905. 

 

During his career Connaway was recognized internationally for his work in eradicating farm 

animal diseases.  His research concerning the Texas fever in the 1890s and 1900s at the 

Experiment Station helped to control a disease that plagued the cattle industry. He is credited for 

establishing that a tick was the transmitter of Texas fever in cattle. Connaway developed an 

immunization schedule for farmers of swine by isolating the cause of hog cholera. He is 

acknowledged for diagnosing and treating Bang’s disease or brucellosis, a contagious abortion in 

cattle and hogs. Connaway also studied tuberculosis, undulant fever, ranilla of cattle, dairying, 

foot and mouth disease, and other livestock disorders.              

 

Connaway was also interested in other subjects as well.  He was especially concerned with the 

mentally handicapped. His daughter Penelope, who developed mental problems as a young 

woman, brought Dr. Connaway’s attention to the need for more funding and better facilities at 

state hospitals. When one of his acquaintances, who was placed in a state hospital, was ruled 

legally incompetent to run his own business, Connaway came to his aid. He wrote letters and 

appeared as a witness in his defense.  Etymology was another interest. This hobby sometimes 

branched into his career of veterinary medicine, such as when he researched the history of cattle 

disease names.  

 

 

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c0250
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c1828
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c1512
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Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series: 

 

Correspondence 

Writings 

Miscellaneous 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The papers of John W. Connaway contain personal and professional correspondence, research 

notes and writings, and brief personal material regarding his family. The papers were first 

processed after he donated the collection in 1945. It was grouped into four series: Financial, 

Composition and Notes, Correspondence, and Miscellaneous information that included material 

about his family.  A new arrangement was made in 1995 that consists of three series:  

Correspondence, Writings, and Miscellaneous. The former Financial series was consolidated 

into one folder and placed in the Miscellaneous series, and the Writings series was originally 

the Composition and Notes series. 

 

The Correspondence series (1879-1944) consists of professional correspondence addressing Dr. 

Connaway's research. Much of the correspondence during the 1890s and 1900s is between 

Connaway and Missouri and Texas cattle companies, including the King Ranch in Texas. Other 

correspondence is with agricultural universities and colleges, veterinarians, farmers, and state 

and federal farm agencies across the United States. There are some letters from Europeans and 

South Americans interested in his research as well. 

 

Most of the personal correspondence is with his family members. There are also letters 

concerning Dr. Connaway's interest in etymology and his concern for the mentally challenged.  

A few pieces of correspondence deal with his daughter's hospitalization at state facilities in 

Fulton and Farmington, Missouri. A considerable amount of the later correspondence from 

Connaway is either handwritten, first-draft pieces or handwritten copies of the letters. Some of 

these are unfinished or incomplete.  The Correspondence series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Arranged alphabetically by type of material, the Writings series (1888-1943) includes items 

primarily written by Connaway such as:  research notes, reports, speeches, school notes, reprint 

articles, poetry, and a diary. Dr. Connaway’s veterinary notes regarding Texas fever, brucellosis 

or Bang's disease, undulant fever, tuberculosis, dairying, and other farm animal disorders are in 

this series.  Most of his research notes are from his experiments at the University of Missouri 

Agricultural Experiment Station and studies by others. His school notes were taken during his 

studies at the Chicago Veterinary College and the University of Berlin. There are also a few 

articles and speeches written by others in this series.  

 

Connaway’s etymology notes are included here. These notes concern his interest in the word 

"shamrock" and in the names of numbers, fruits, and cattle diseases. There are also notes 

concerning Missouri and American place names. These are fairly extensive, especially the notes 

about the word "shamrock." 
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This series also contains miscellaneous writings by Connaway. There are brief notes concerning 

the mentally ill and Roy Newman, an acquaintance, who received Connaway's assistance in 

contesting a legal ruling to keep Newman from operating his business because of mental 

problems. Brief notes about Biblical quotations, British writers, and poetry in agriculture are 

included. There are also several folders of poetry written by Connaway about his friends, family 

members, and colleagues. 

 

The last series, Miscellaneous (1878-1940), primarily contains material about Dr. Connaway’s 

family. There is some financial information in the form of receipts from Columbia, Missouri, 

merchants and a household account book. Dr. Connaway's and his wife Eleanor Fricklin’s 

college diplomas are in this series. Some material concerning his daughter Penelope is also 

included. Some of the pictorial items are images of himself and his extended family members, as 

well as images from some of his research. A scrapbook dating 1878 to 1884 consists of newspa-

per clippings about famous writers and world events. The Miscellaneous series is arranged 

alphabetically by type of material.  

 

Container List: 

 

Correspondence Series 

 

f.1  Undated, 1879 - 1889  

f. 2-3  1890 

f. 4  1891 - 1892, 1896 

f. 5  1897 - 1898 

f. 6-12  1899 

f. 13-16 1900 

f. 17  1901 

f. 18  1902 - 1904 

f. 19  1905 - 1906 

f. 20  1907 - 1909 

f. 21  1911 

f. 22  1912 

f. 23  1913 - 1914 

f. 24  1915 - 1917 

f. 25  1918 - 1920 

f. 26  1921 - 1922 

f. 27  1924 

f. 28  1926 - 1931 

f. 29-30 1932 

f. 31-31a 1933 

f. 32  1934 

f. 33  1935 

f. 34  1936 

f. 35-36 1937 

f. 37-38 1938 

f. 39-40 1939 
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f. 41  1940 

f. 42  1941 

f. 43  1942 

f. 44  1943 - 1944 

 

Writings Series 

 

f. 45  Diaries, 1933, 1938 

f. 46  Editorials, 1936-1939, n.d.  

f. 46a  Manuscript, "Agricultural Allegory," c. 1920 

f. 47  Manuscripts, Miscellaneous, 1908-1924 

f. 48  Notebooks, Miscellaneous, 1909-1931 

f. 48a  Notebooks, University of Missouri, School of Veterinary Medicine, 1888-1889 

f. 48b  Notes, Alpha Zeta banquet, 1915 

f. 49  Notes, Animal diseases, 1891-1929 

f. 50  Notes, Animal diseases, 1930-1932 

f. 51  Notes, Animal diseases, 1933-1939 

f. 52  Notes, Bang's disease, 1928, c. 1933 

f. 53  Notes, Bang's disease, 1935  

f. 54  Notes, Bang's disease, 1940 

f. 55  Notes, Bang's disease, 1940, n.d. 

f. 56  Notes, Biblical, 1939 

f. 57  Notes, Classic prose writers of Great Britain, c. 1920 

f. 58  Notes, Etymology, c. 1907 

f. 59  Notes, Etymology, 1926 

f. 60  Notes, Etymology, 1926-1927, n.d. 

f. 61  Notes, Etymology, 1931, 1938-1939 

f. 62  Notes, Mentally ill, 1926-1938 

f. 63  Notes, Milk problems, 1918, 1932, n.d. 

f. 64  Notes, Missouri and American place names, 1936, n.d. 

f. 65  Notes, Newman, Roy, 1941-1942 

f. 66  Notes, Nymphomania in animals, 1934  

f. 67  Notes, Nymphomania in animals, 1935, n.d. 

f. 68  Notes, Poetry in agriculture, 1924-1930 

f. 69  Notes, Texas Cattle Fever, 1897-1901 

f. 70  Notes, Tuberculosis, 1904-c. 1905 

f. 71  Notes, Undulant Fever, c. 1925-1938 

f. 72  Notes, Veterinary schools, c.1900 

f. 73  Poetry, A-E, [and some others] 1920-1942 

f. 74  Poetry, F-J, 1911-1939 

f. 75  Poetry, K-L, 1911-1942 

f. 76  Poetry, M-O, 1916-1943 

f. 77  Poetry, P-R, 1914-1940 

f. 78  Poetry, S-W, 1910-1943 

f. 79  Reminiscences, 1931-1942 

f. 80  Reports, Cattle diseases, c. 1923 
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f. 81  Reports, Texas fever, 1899 

f. 82  Reprint article, Foot and mouth disease, 1903 

f. 83  Reprint article, Texas fever, 1897 

f. 84  Reprint articles, Bang's disease, 1923, 1930 

f. 85  Reprint articles by others, c. 1905, 1933-1942 

f. 86  School catalogs and information, German universities, 1900-1905 

f. 87-90 School notebooks, Chicago Veterinarian College, 1889-1890  

f. 91-92 School notebooks, University of Berlin, 1904-1905  

f. 93  Speech, "A Garden on a Mountain Top", 1913 

f. 94  Speech, "History of Medicine in Boone County," c. 1920 

f. 95  Speeches, Miscellaneous, c. 1930, 1942 

f. 96  Speeches, Texas fever, c. 1900 

f. 97  Speeches by others, American Society for the Control of Cancer, 1943 

f. 98  Speeches by others, Veterinary medicine, c. 1890, 1933-1935 

 

Miscellaneous series 

 

f. 99    Account book of household expenses, 1897-1921 

f. 100  Address and date book, 1887 

f. 101  Certificates, Sigma Xi, 1886; and U.S. Veterinary Medical Association, 1890 

f. 102  Diplomas, Chicago Veterinary College, 1890; and University of Missouri, 1897 

f. 103  Personal and family data, 1909-1939 

f. 104  Pictorial items, c. 1880-1927 

f. 105  Programs, 1898-1940 

f. 106  Receipts, Miscellaneous, 1888-1938 

f. 107  Receipts, Schweitzer, Paul Memorial, 1906 

f. 108  Scrapbook, 1878-1884 

 

Eleanor Fricklin Connaway material 

  

f. 109  Correspondence, 1909-1930 

f. 110  Diplomas, Stephens Female College, 1883; and University of Missouri, 1885, 

1888 

 

Penelope Connaway material 

 

f. 111  Correspondence, postcards, miscellaneous, 1904-1934, n.d. 

 

Index: 

 

Subject Folders Image 

Anderson, Benjamin McLean (1854-1940) 68 
 

Billings, James V. (1888- ) 125 
 

Brucellosis 29,30,31a-34,52-55,84 
 

Building 1,6 
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Subject Folders Image 

Bush, Benjamin Franklin (1860-1927) 123 
 

Cattle diseases 1-3,5-16,20,29-31a,33,34,49-54,63,66,67,69-
71,80-85,95,96,98 

 

Connaway, John Waldo (1859-1947) 1-111 
 

Dairying 29-31,44,63 
 

Diaries--Personal 14 
 

English language--Etymology 27, 32, 35, 36, 58-61 
 

Evans, Paul (1868- ) 2-3 
 

Field, Eugene (1850-1895) 21 
 

Fruit 20 
 

Gerling, Henry Joseph (1870-1948) 125 
 

Jones, John Carleton (1856-1930) 109 
 

Kinsley, Albert Thomas 95 
 

Language and languages 1 
 

Livestock 7, 43, 44, 80, 81 
 

McAlester, Andrew Walker (1841-1922) 26, 47 
 

Medicine--Missouri 33 
 

Mentally ill--Institutional care 31a, 32, 42-44, 662, 65, 111 
 

Mentally ill--Jurisprudence 42, 43, 65 
 

Milk supply 15, 39, 111 
 

Missouri, St. Louis 39 
 

Newman, Roy 42, 43, 65 
 

Paquin, Paul (1860-1916) 1-3, 24 
 

Pigs 20, 25, 50, 85 
 

Poetry 21, 22, 27, 37-40, 73-78 
 

Postcard, University of Missouri Library 25 y 

Postcards, 1910s-1930s 104, 111 y 

Poultry Diseases 31 
 

Robnett, Dudley A. (1895-1948) 150 
 

Schweitzer, Paul (1840-1911) 19, 22, 36, 107 
 

Scrapbooks 1 
 

Shannon, James (1799-1859) 67 
 

Sheep 83 
 

Sheep, Diseases 32, 112, 114 
 

Smith, Theobald (1859-1934) 149 
 

Swallow, George Clinton (1817-1899) 115 
 

Taxation 10 
 

Texas Fever 2, 3, 5-16, 20, 69, 81, 83, 95, 96, 98 
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Subject Folders Image 

Travel 5, 6, 40-43, 102, 111, 114, 134 
 

Tularemia 33 
 

U.S. Livestock Sanitatino Association 30, 32, 33, 79 
 

Undulant fever 31a, 33, 46, 71 
 

Veterinarians and Veterinary Medicine 
  

Williams, Walter (1864-1935) 22, 32, 33, 36 
 

 


