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Historical Note:  

 

In 1943, Thomas A. Brady, the chairman of the History Department, was appointed assistant 

director of the Army Specialized Training Program, Foreign Area and Language Study, at the 

University of Missouri. For all practical purposes he acted as director throughout the duration of 

the program.  

  

In the fall of 1944, Dr. Brady was approached by the Rockefeller Foundation to make an 

intensive study of the program at the University of Missouri. Many institutions were interested in 

the program and its application to regular curricula. Dr. Brady undertook this study, and the 

correspondence, papers, and completed study are included in the collection.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following nineteen series: 

 

Start of the Program 

Army Directives 

Curricula 

Manual of Procedure 

Staff Correspondence 

Student Information Blanks 

Enrollment 

Staff 

Evening Programs 

Students 

Meetings 

Bibliographical Material 

Property 

Grading 

Term Reports 

Bulletins 

Questionnaires; 

Rockefeller Area and Language Study 

Miscellaneous 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

More complete series descriptions are located in the container list. 

 

Container List: 

 

Start of the Program Series 

 

f. 1-5 Notes and plans prepared for the securing of an Army Specialized  

Training Program at the University of Missouri. 

 f. 3-5 Report of the personnel and facilities available at the university 
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f. 6-7 Correspondence with other schools already having area and language 

studies, with university committee members on the program, and with 

faculty members. 

 

Army Directives Series 

 

f. 8-12 Notification of procedure, curriculum, etc. by the army. 

Correspondence and mimeographed forms. 

 

Curricula Series 

 

f. 13-14 Curricula as issued by the Army for the area and language program 

 

Manual of Procedure Series 

 

f. 15-16 Manual of procedure for handling requisitions and other business 

matters pertaining to the ASTP at the University of Missouri. 

 

Staff Correspondence Series 

 

f. 54-59 Correspondence and papers dealing with the acquisition of a teaching 

staff for the area and language program. Applications, 

recommendations, inquiries, etc. 

 

Student Information Blanks Series 

 

f. 17-29 Blanks filled out by the area and language students giving their 

previous education and language proficiency. 

 

Enrollment Series 

 

f. 30-53 Scheduling of various language and area sections for both Groups A & 

B. 

 f. 33-53 Official study programs for the field of language and area study 

 

Staff Series 

 

f. 60-65 Papers pertaining to the financial arrangements for the staff of the area 

and language program. 

 f. 60-61 Distribution of salaries among the various funds 

 f. 62 Payroll vouchers 

 f. 63-65 Formal appointments 

 f. 65 Notices of board actions on resignations 

f. 66-70 Far East Staff. Correspondence pertaining to the efforts of the 

University of Missouri to acquire an area and language Far East 

Program and to the possibilities of obtaining a staff to give the work. 

Correspondence with workers in Japanese relocation centers. 
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Evening Programs Series 

 

f. 71-75 Lists of available foreign films and lecturers on foreign subjects.  

Correspondence with other schools relative to obtaining speakers for 

evening programs to supplement the class work in the area and 

language studies. 

 

Students Series 

 

f. 76-80 Papers and correspondence dealing with the soldiers enrolled in the 

area and language study group.  Pertaining to transfer, discipline, etc. 

 f. 78-79 Unsigned criticisms of the programs and the operation at the 

University of Missouri 

 

Meetings Series 

 

f. 81 Material on the meeting in Omaha, NE, August 6, 1943, which was 

held under Army auspices. 

f. 82-86 Material on the meeting held in St. Louis, September, 29, 1943.  This 

meeting was organized by Professor Thomas A. Brady, Assistant 

Director of the AST Program at the University of Missouri, and other 

university men for the purpose of comparing notes and problems. 

Included are mimeographed copies of the ASTP in practice at various 

universities. 

 

Bibliographical Material Series 

 

f. 87-91 Book lists of desired books, particularly for the area study, of books to 

be placed on reserve. 

 f. 89-91 Advertisements of books and maps 

f. 92-94 Mimeographed copies of outlines, study suggestions, etc., used for the 

area and language program. 

 

Property Series 

 

f. 95-109 Correspondence, receipts, vouchers, etc., pertaining to property 

acquired for the program 

 f. 95-97 Correspondence 

 f. 98-99 Receipts 

 f. 100-107 Vouchers 

 f. 108-109 Miscellaneous.  Mostly lists of desired books, estimates of 

expenses and needs. 

 

Grading Series 

 

f. 110-111 Correspondence requesting and pertaining to grades and reports on 

language fluency.  Also a few detailed reports. 
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Term Reports Series 

 

f. 112-134 Reports compiled by the university at the end of each term 

 f. 112-114 Report for term 4 of group A 

 f. 115-117 Term 5 of group A 

 f. 118-123 Term 6 of group A 

 f. 124-131 Report for term 4 of group B 

 f. 132-134 Term 5 of group B 

 

Bulletins Series 

 

f. 135-139 Army Specialized Training Bulletins and bulletins issued by other 

schools in the program 

 f. 133-139 Two bulletins issued by the Smithsonian Institute 

 

Questionnaires Series 

 

f. 140-146 Questionnaires sent to other universities participating in the area and 

language program by the Department of History of the University of 

Missouri. 

 

Rockefeller Area and Language Study Series 

 

f. 147-164 Material assembled, correspondence, etc. for the study of the area and 

language program undertaken by Thomas A. Brady for the Rockefeller 

Foundation. Also copies of the study. 

 

Miscellaneous Series 

 

f. 165-167 Correspondence, notes, reports, etc., or, various matters dealing with 

the AST Program 

 

Index: 

 

Subject Folders 

Language and languages 1-167 

Languages, Modern--Study and teaching 1-167 

U.S. Army Specialized Training Program, Foreign Area and Language Study, 
University of Missouri 

1-167 

 


