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Donor Information: The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Mrs.
Xenophon Caverno on October 22, 1948 (Accession No. CA2944).

Processed by: Processed by The State Historical Society of Missouri-Columbia staff,
date unknown. Finding Aid revised by John C. Konzal, April 22, 2020

Historical Note:

Xenophon Caverno was born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, on December 26, 1865. He

graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1890 with a degree in Mechanical

Engineering. He owned and operated a farm of 1844 acres located three miles from

Canalou, Missouri, developed from original timber in 1907. He died on September 13,

1941.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged into the following seven series:

General Account Book

Bulletins

Newspaper Clippings

Cotton Organizations

Farm Organizations

Personal Correspondence

Plantation

Scope and Content Note:

More complete series descriptions are located in the container list.

Container List:

General Account Book Series

v. 1l 1931-1939. Record of general expenses of the plantation, purchases

of seed cotton and other merchandise, also, records of accounts held
with other people. 281 pp.

Bulletins Series

f.1 1928-1937. Congressional bills concerning agriculture and the Little

River Drainage District.

Newspaper Clippings Series
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1929-1931, concerning aid supplied by the Red Cross to some
southern states, also criticism of Farm Legislation.

Cotton Organizations Series

f. 3-13

f.9

f. 10-13

f.14-17

£.17

American Cotton Growers Exchange, 1927-1930. Correspondence
containing the practices of cotton co-ops and reports of activities of
the
American Cotton Growers Exchange, also confidential bulletins to
Field Service Directors from A.C.G.E. and minutes of meetings of
General Managers of the A.C.G.E., and letters pertaining to the
Federal
Farm Board.
Arkansas Cotton Growers Co-op Association (1927-1930).

Marketing of cotton through "pools” by Missouri Association
and minutes of meetings. Problems of the Co-op and its
members are discussed.

Correspondence concerning the effect of farm legislation on
farmer and land. Management problems of the association,
organization of the Tri-State Cotton Co-op Marketing
Organization.

Missouri Cotton Growers Co-op Association. 1923-1934 minutes of
Meetings of Board of Directors and miscellaneous correspondence
relating to the Co-op, also material concerning farmers’ breach of
contract with the Co-op.

North Carolina Cotton Growers Co-op Association (1927-
1931). Correspondence related to marketing co-ops and cotton.

Farm Organizations Series

£.18-34
f. 18-24

f. 25-27

f.28

f. 29-33

f. 34

£.35-55
f. 35-38
f. 38-48

Agricultural Adjustment Act, 1929-1933
Letters of authorizations and amendments for Judge Caverno.
Correspondence pertaining to farmers seed loan, cotton
allotment, Supreme Court, and the A.A.A.
A.A.A., Expense and Salary, 1922-1937
Farm foundation, March 1938 to May, 1938. Discussion of
plans of H.C. Taylor to visit Caverno and of crop allotment.
Missouri Agricultural Conservation Commission, 1936-1939.
Copies of minutes of meetings, suggested changes in the agri.
program.
Missouri Farm Bureau Federation, 1924-1937. Correspondence
of Caverno with various officers of the organization.

Missouri State Corn-Hog Program., 1934-1936
Budgets, contracts, conferences, meetings, and duties of agents.
Memo on Farm Tenancy
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f. 49

f. 50

f. 51

f. 52-55

Personal correspondence, 1917-1941. Burch, J. W., 1934-1937;
correspondence with assistant director of Agricultural
Extension Service, University of Missouri.

Correspondence concerning Bankhead Bill and Dissatisfaction
with Corn-Hog allotments.

County Health Unit, New Madrid, 1926-1939. Correspondence
on unit's necessity.

Chester C. Davis, 1932-1941. Correspondence concerning the
administrator of the A.A.A., Judge Caverno, etc.

Personal Correspondence Series

f. 56-62

f. 63-68

f. 69-70

f. 71-72

£.73

f. 74-75

f. 76

f. 77

f. 78

f. 79-83

f. 84

f. 85-86

1927-1937. Correspondence recommending Julien N. Friant for

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, Haugen McNary Bill, control of

floods and reclamation of St. Francis Basin, cotton situation in

Southeast Missouri, dissatisfaction with Bankhead Bill.

Medical reports on Caverno, his history, and some membership

certificates, 1917-1940.

Hirth, William, 1928-1932. Tariffs on farm commodities, McNary-

Haugen Bill, Missouri Highway Commission, disputes between Hirth

and Caverno.

Little River Drainage District, 1928-1935. Flood control in New

Madrid County, water problem in St. Francis Basin.

Missouri Farm Chemurgic Commission, 1939-1940. State
commission

to promote industrialization of farm products.

1937-1939. Papers pertaining to the blind pension for William Moore

and bank balances.

1937-1938. Correspondence with acting Regional Director of the

National Labor Relations Board.

1928-1932. Correspondence concerned with Red Cross drought relief

in New Madrid County.

Roads and electrical power, 1919-1940. Highway commission and

W.P.A. build new roads, discussion of state road to run through

Caverno’s plantation, competition between Missouri Utilities and

R.E.A. to furnish electrical power to New Madrid County.

Schools, 1927-1941. Papers concerning projects of the Board of

Education, Canalou, Missouri, need for funds in the school system,

settlement of a bond issue, and state aid in the school system.

Shirkey, Howard M., Feb. 1937-Sept. 1937. Correspondence with the

Chairman of the Missouri Agricultural Conservation Commission

pertaining to the commission.

Dr. A. W. Uren, 1937-1941. Correspondence with Extension

Veterinarian of the University of Missouri concerning an
investigation

into cause of sickness of Caverno's cattle.
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f. 87-92 Miscellaneous, 1926-1940

Plantation Series

f. 93-97 1930-1941, cattle shipments, prices received, market information,

loans

made by the cattle association, 1930-1941.
f. 98-106 Arkansas Cotton Growers Co-op Association, 1926-1929, Mid-South
Cotton Growers 1932, Missouri Cotton Growers Co-op Association,
1928-1929, Rainer and Connell Cotton Co., 1931-1937,
correspondence pertaining to the marketing of cotton and prices

received.
f. 107-108 Grain settlement sheets and calculation of weights of grain shipments,
1936-1941.
f. 109-111 Headlight Store, 1930-1940. Authorized agents agreement for
gasoline
with Standard Oil Co., correspondence concerning discount and
taxes,
purchases by store for use on the loans
f. 112-113 Loans, 1932-1933. Chattel Mortgages and correspondence related to
the loans.
f. 114-120 Miscellaneous, papers pertaining to the plantation, 1917-1941.
Index Terms:
Index Term Folders
Agriculture--Missouri, 1930s 35-55
Agriculture--Societies 18,55
American Cotton Growers Exchange 13,93-120
American Red Cross 2,77
Arkansas Cotton Growers 9,98-106
Burch, J. W. (1893-1962) 35-55
Caverno, Xenophon (1865-1941) 1-120
Cotton 3-17,93-120
Davis, Chester C. (1887-1975) 35-55
Farm tenancy 35-55
Friant, Julien N. (1888-1939) 56-62
Hirth, William (1875-1940) 69, 70
Little River Drainage District 71,72
McNary-Haugen Bill 56-62, 69, 70
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Index Term Folders
Mid-South Cotton Growers 98-106
Missouri Cotton Growers Cooperative Association 14-17
Missouri Farm Chemurgic Commission 73
Missouri Farmers Association 10-13
Missouri, Canalou. Board of Education 84
Missouri, New Madrid County 1-120
Missouri, St. Francois County 71
Missouri. Highway Commission 69-70
Moore, William 74-75
North Carolina Cotton Growers Co-op Association 14-17
Rainer and Connell Cotton Company 93-97
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano (1882-1945) 35-55
Shirkey, Howard M. 84
Standard Oil Company 109-111
Taylor, Henry C. 28
Tri-State Cotton Co-op Marketing Organization 10-13
U.S. Agricultural Adjustment Administration 18-55
U.S. Federal Farm Board 3-13
U.S. National Labor Relations Board 73-78
U.S. Work Projects Administration 79
University of Missouri, Extension Division 84-86
Uren, Andrew W. 85



