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Historical Note:  

 

The Bronaugh and Bushnell families, were large landowners near Clinton, Missouri, from 1852-

1930.  W.C. “Wall” and F.C. Bronaugh owned large tracts of land near Lewis Station, Henry 

County, Missouri, and operated the Bronaugh Bros. Farmers and Stock Dealers. On August 15, 

1867, John A. Bushnell, Sr. married Eugenia Bronaugh, sister of W.C. and F.C., and they had 

two sons, Horace and John. Over the next 60 years the Bronaugh and Bushnell families would 

work closely on a number of business ventures in Missouri, Texas, and the Oklahoma Territory.  

The family enterprises included the Tebo Coal Company, Pettis County Investment Company, 

Concho Cattle Company, Savanna Coal and Mining Trading Company, and the Bushnell 

Manufacturing Company. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series: 

 

Correspondence 

Programs 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The majority of the correspondence documents the personal and professional lives of Horace B. 

Bushnell and John A. Bushnell, Jr. and are arranged chronologically. Included are letters from 

Horace while he was a student at Central College, Fayette, Missouri. The later correspondence 

documents the business dealings and travels of the brothers as they worked as salesmen of 

tobacco, stamp machines, and various other products.  The letters include rich description of 

travel throughout the United States during the late 19th and early 20th century and offer insight 

into the early days of traveling salesmen.  While they owned property in Clinton and Lewis, 

Missouri, Horace and John spent much of their lives on the road and in hotels.  

 

The families were also Confederate sympathizers and there is some correspondence concerning 

the Ex-Confederate Association of Missouri and the establishment of the Confederate Home in 

Higginsville, Missouri. W.C. Bronaugh was also active in state politics, serving as Railroad and 

Warehouse Commissioner in 1902, and assisting in the attempt to secure the release of Missouri 

outlaws Cole and Jim Younger from the Minnesota State Penitentiary in Stillwater.  

Correspondents include Frank James, William J. Stone, Lon V. Stephens, F.M. Cockrell, 

Breckinridge Long, and Arthur M. Hyde. The family correspondence also contains letters from 

relatives living in areas such as Paint Rock, Texas, and Buffalo, West Virginia. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1  Correspondence, 1852-1871 

f. 2  Correspondence, 1872-1874 
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f. 3  Correspondence, 1875-1883 

f. 4  Correspondence, 1884 

f. 5  Correspondence, 1885-1886 

f. 6  Correspondence, 1887 

f. 7-8  Correspondence, 1888 

f. 9-10  Correspondence, 1889 

f. 11  Correspondence, 1890 

f. 12  Correspondence, 1891 

f. 13  Correspondence, 1892 

f. 14  Correspondence, 1893 

f. 15-16 Correspondence, 1894 

f. 17  Correspondence, 1895 

f. 18  Correspondence, 1896 

f. 19  Correspondence, 1897 

f. 20  Correspondence, 1898 

f. 21  Correspondence, 1899 

f. 22  Correspondence, 1900 

f. 23  Correspondence, 1901 

f. 24  Correspondence, 1902  

f. 25-26 Correspondence, 1903 

f. 27-30 Correspondence, 1904 

f. 31-33 Correspondence, 1905 

f. 34-35 Correspondence, 1906 

f. 36-37 Correspondence, 1907 

f. 38-39 Correspondence, 1908 

f. 40-41 Correspondence, 1909 

f. 42  Correspondence, 1910 

f. 43  Correspondence, 1911 

f. 44  Correspondence, 1912 

f. 45-46 Correspondence, 1913 

f. 47  Correspondence, 1914 

f. 48  Correspondence, 1915-1916 

f. 49  Correspondence, 1917 

f. 50  Correspondence, 1918-1922 

f. 51  Correspondence, 1923 

f. 52  Correspondence, 1924-1925 

f. 53  Correspondence, 1926-1930 

f. 54-55 Genealogy Correspondence, 1906-1929 

f. 56  Younger Correspondence, 1890-1925 

f. 57 Programs, United Confederate Veterans and United Daughters of the 

Confederacy, 1903-1915 
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Index Terms: 

 

Index Term Folders Image 

Bronaugh family 
  

Bronaugh, Eva 3-5,11,23,27,29,51,52,56 
 

Bronaugh, S. H. 7,8,9,11-13 
 

Civil War 1 
 

Cockrell, Francis Marion (1834-1915) 24,27 
 

French, C. C. 8, 12, 28, 46 
 

French, Mollie Bronaugh 4, 15, 17, 26, 51, 53 
 

Gaines, Jasper N. 43 
 

Gerhart, C.B. 3 
 

Hotels, 1890s-1910s 13, 14, 17, 21 y 

Hotels--Arkansas, 1890s-1910s 20, 21, 31, 34-37, 40 y 

Hotels--Colorado, 1913 46 
 

Hotels--Kansas, Pittsburg, 1909 40 
 

Hotels--Missouri, 1890s 14, 19 y 

Hotels--Missouri, 1890s-1920s 14, 19, 29-31, 44, 51, 52 y 

Hotels--Niagara Falls, 1899 21 y 

Hotels--Oklahoma 22, 23, 28-30, 49, 52 y 

Hotels--Oklahoma, 1900s 22, 23 y 

Hotels--Texas, 1890s-1910 23, 27, 30, 34, 46, 47 y 

Hotels--Texas, 1900s 23 y 

Hyde, Arthur Mastick (1877-1947) 51 
 

Indians, Ute 3 
 

James, Frank (1844-1915) 12, 25 
 

Landon, A.C. 30-32 
 

Livestock 1 
 

Long, Breckinridge (1881-1958) 48 
 

Measles, Missouri, Boonville, 1890 11 
 

Mines and mineral resources 
  

Missouri, Boonville 3-5, 11, 12 
 

Missouri, Calhoun 
  

Missouri, Clinton 15, 19, 31 y 

Missouri, Confederate Home, Higginsville 14 y 

Missouri, Lewis 14-16 
 

Myers, Henry Lee (1862-1943) 43-44 
 

Niagara Falls 21 y 

Niagara Falls--Description, 1899 21 
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Index Term Folders Image 

Ostrich farms and farming 34 
 

Pettis County Investment Company, Sedalia, Missouri 14 
 

Politics 
  

Savanna Coal Mining and Trading Company 14-16 
 

Stephens, Lon Vest (1858-1923) 12, 13, 16 
 

Stone, William Joel (1848-1918) 13 
 

Tebo Coal Company, Lewis Station, Missouri 10, 13, 14 
 

Texas, Paint Rock 8-10 
 

Travel, 1890s-1920s 11-53 
 

U.S. Capitol, 1889 10 y 

West Virginia, Buffalo 8, 9 
 

Younger, Coleman (1844-1916) 24-26, 56 
 

Younger, James Henry (1848-1902) 24, 56 
 

 


