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Donor Information:  The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Robert Elgin, 

grandson of Marion P. and Jane Coleman-Collins on October 20, 1953 (Accession No. CA3181).  

 

Processed by: Processed by The State Historical Society of Missouri-Columbia staff, date 

unknown. Finding Aid revised by John C. Konzal April 27, 2020  

 

Historical Note:  

 

James H. and Sarah Hayter resided in Franklin, Howard County, Missouri. Their children 

included:  Elizabeth, William S., Washington, Thomas J., and Abraham G.   

 

Elizabeth married Henry Colman, a merchant in Liberty, Missouri, who later moved to Weston, 

Missouri, east Texas, and then to Platte City, Missouri. Their children included Mary, Deborah, 

Jane, A. Jackson, Thomas H., John C., Ann, Sarah, Robert, and Cassie. 

 

In 1846 William S. Hayter went with General Stephen W. Kearny to the Southwest to fight in the 

Mexican War.  He returned to Howard County, then journeyed to California during the Gold 

Rush, where he died in 1850. Washington and Thomas J. Hayter settled in Oregon in the 1850s.  

One of Elizabeth’s sons, John C. Colman, accompanied them. Shortly thereafter John C. left his 

uncles, wandered through California, and eventually returned to Missouri. 

 

In the late 1850s Henry and Elizabeth Colman, along with many of their children, moved from 

Weston to east Texas.  At least one of their children, Mary Colman Belt, remained in Missouri.  

At the onset of the Civil War, Thomas H. Colman joined the Confederate Army and served for 

the entire war. Abraham G. Hayter also joined the Confederate Army as one of Price’s Missouri 

Volunteers. 

 

After the Civil War Henry Colman returned to Missouri, apprenticed as a tinsmith, saved his 

money, and with the help of his son-in-law, George W. Belt, established a store in Platte City.  

Some of his children stayed in Texas while others returned to Missouri.  Ann married a Mr. 

Poole during the war, Jane married Marion P. Collins, and Deborah married a Mr. Perry.  

 

Arrangement:    

 

The collection is arranged into one series: 

 

Family Papers 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Colman-Hayter Family Papers consist of correspondence and miscellaneous material.  The 

correspondence is arranged chronologically and primarily consists of letters between various 

family members. The chief correspondents are William S. Hayter, Henry Colman, Thomas J. 

Hayter, Mary Colman Belt, and Thomas H. Colman, a soldier in the Texas 11th Cavalry during  
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the Civil War. The letters often told of, or inquired about, the health of family members and the 

neighborhood, deaths, prices of goods, social events, and future plans.  Thomas H. Colman’s 

Civil War letters span the entire war.  While the letters do not go into detail about the battles he 

was in, they do describe camp conditions, his feelings about foraging and capturing enemy 

goods, and his view of conditions in the South. 

 

The miscellaneous material includes funeral announcements, grade cards, a notebook belonging 

to Mollie Waller that contains essays and loose material from the notebook that includes 

acrostics, home remedies, and recipes.  Mollie Waller was Marion P. Collins’ first wife before he 

married Jane Colman.  Colman-Hayter-Collins family tree follows this inventory. 

 

Container List: 

 

Correspondence 

 

f.1  1839-1849 

f.2 1850-1854 

f.3 1855-1856 

f.4 1857-1860 

f.5 1861-1862 

f.6 1863 

f.7 1864-1865 

f.8 1866-1871 

f.9 1872-1900, n.d. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

f.10 Funeral announcements and grade cards, 1848-1892 

f.11 Notebook, 1860s 

f.12 Acrostics, remedies, and recipes, 1860s 

 

Index Terms: 

 

Index Term Folders 

Abell, Ned 6 

Ashford, Edward R. 8-10 

Bailey, John 6 

Barbee, James D. 11 

Bell, Francis T. 2 

Bell, John 3 

Belt, George 5 

Belt, Mary Colman ( -1863) 4 
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Index Term Folders 

Bragg, Braxton (1817-1876) 5,6,8 

Brashear, Roxana 7 

Briggs, William 13 

Brown, George 5 

Buckingham, Hiram 3 

Buckingham, Sarah C. 2 

Burnes, James 6 

Cars'n, Nemiheaha 
 

Carson, Nemiheshe 1 

Cholera, 1849 1 

Christian, William 11 

Civil War 5-7 

Civil War--Arkansas 5-7 

Civil War--Army of East Tennessee 5 

Civil War--Army of the Tennessee 5-7 

Civil War--Battle of Atlanta 7 

Civil War--Battle of Chickamauga 6 

Civil War--Battle of Corinth, Mississippi 5 

Civil War--Battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee 6 

Civil War--Battle of Pea Ridge 5 

Civil War--Battle of Resaca, Georgia 7 

Civil War--Battle of Richmond, Kentucky, 1862 5 

Civil War--Battle of Shiloh, Tennessee, 1862 5 

Civil War--Correspondence 5-7 

Civil War--Georgia, 1864 7 

Civil War--Georgia, Savannah 7 

Civil War--Kentucky 5 

Civil War--Tennessee 5-7 

Civil War--Tennessee, Memphis, 1862 5 

Civil War--Texas. Cavalry (Confederate), 11th Regiment, Company F 5-7 

Civil War--Texas. Cavalry (Confederate), 3rd Regiment 5 

Cobb, James 8 

Coleman, Thomas 2 

Colman family 1-12 

Colman, Elizabeth 1-4,7,8 

Colman, Henry 1,2,4,7,8 
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Index Term Folders 

Colman, Thomas H. 5-7 

Confederate States of America. Army 5-7 

Confederate States of America. Army, Texas Regiment 
 

Davidson, Frank 8 

Davis, Jefferson (1808-1889) 5,7 

Death 1,8 

"Dixie" 8 

Dodson, Leonia 2 

Election, 1860, Presidential 6 

Embree, Mary 5 

Fashion, 1870s 8, 9 

Fires--Missouri, St. Louis, 1849 1 

Folk medicine 12 

Fremont, John Charles (1813-1890) 7 

Fulkerson, Joseph 3 

Fulton, Samuel 7 

Gilbert, Samuel 6 

Hall, Willard Preble (1820-1882) 6 

Harris, Dell 11 

Hayter family 1-12 

Hayter, Abraham G. 6-8 

Hayter, Thomas J. 2, 3 

Hayter, William S. ( -1850) 1 

Hudson, Richard 11 

Hughes, Harrison H. 1 

Indians 1 

Jackson, Congrave 1 

Jackson, Deborah Jane 4 

Jayhawkers 7 

Johnston, Joseph E. 8 

Kearney, Philip (1814-1862) 1 

Kirby-Smith, Edmund (1824-1893) 8 

Logan, Virginia 2 

McCoy, Charles 1 

McCrary, Boyd M. 5 

McCulloch, Ben 7 
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Index Term Folders 

McCullough, Ben 5 

McDaniel, Virginia Ann 4 

Mexican War 1 

Miller, Monroe 2 

Missouri, Platte County 1, 4, 7-9 

Missouri, Weston 4 

Missouri. Cavalry, 3rd Regiment 8 

Missouri. Cavalry, 3rd Regiment 8 

Missouri. Infantry (Confederate), 9th (Clark's) Regiment 6-7 

Moad, Sterling 1 

Morgan, John 8 

Mormons 6 

Murphy, James 2 

Murphy, Joseph D. 2 

New Mexico, Santa Fe 1 

New Mexico, Sante Fe 1 

Oregon Territory 2, 3 

Oregon Trail 2 

Owens, Dora 7 

Patterson, Robert Townsend 16 

Pawnee Fork 1 

Payne, Meredith 1 

Peery, Thomas 11 

Pence, Edward 6 

Perry, Charles 7 

Poole, John 11 

Prentice, George D. (1802-1870) 8 

Price, Sterling (1809-1867) 5, 7 

Recipes 12 

River Travel, 1840s 1 

Satson, Betsy 4 

Shields, Betty 14 

Shipwrecks 1, 2 

Slavery 1 

Slavery, Texas 10 

Slavery--Missouri 1, 3, 4 
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Index Term Folders 

Smith, Stephen 1 

Stan Watie, Chief 7 

Steamboat, Saluda 2 

Steamboat, San Francisco 1 

Texas 4-8 

Todd, Doddridge 1 

Todd, Jarret 12 

Travel costs, 1840s 1 

Van Dorn, Earl (1820-1863) 8 

Wagon Trains 2 

White, James 6 

Whitsett, James 7 

Williams, Thomas 6 

Winters, John 6 

 


