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Historical Note:  

 

Richard Dalton was born in Tipperary, Ireland, on February 3, 1845. He came to the 

United States while a youth an enlisted in the U.S. Army, serving in the Civil War for 

four years. He was later admitted to the bar and was elected prosecuting attorney of Ralls 

County. He served as Commissioner for the Ralls County branch of the St. Louis and 

Keokuk Railroad. In 1892, he was the representative of Ralls County in the state 

legislature. In the same year he was defeated by William J. Stone for the Democratic 

nomination for governor. He was appointed U.S. Surveyor of Customs for the Port of St. 

Louis. Dalton died in Hannibal, Missouri, on August 28, 1925.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

Collection was arranged into one series: 

 

Personal Papers 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Personal papers include correspondence, speeches, business papers, and 

miscellaneous printed material.  

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-7 Correspondence, 1892-1916. Regarding appointments, political 

conditions, and personal business. Letter from Senator Cockrell 

concerning Congressional bill to build St. Louis bridge. 

f. 8-22 Newspapers, 1893-1906. Concerning political issues of the day, 

personal items, and copies of G.A.R. encampment dailies. 

f. 23-24 Newspaper clippings on taxation and political meetings 

f. 25 Poll books for an election at Saverton, Missouri, November 8, 1898. 

f. 26-33 Miscellaneous receipts, 1893-1900 

f. 34-37 Petitions, articles of agreement, contracts and other business papers 

connected with Ralls County Branch of St. Louis and Keokuk Railroad, 

1870-1872. 

f. 38-46 Speeches 

 f. 39 Col. Dalton's speech on taxation 

 f. 40 Contains contractors’ petition to Congress in 1859, i.e. delivery 

of mail, St. Joseph to Salt Lake City. Speeches of Senator 

Douglas and Senator Barrett on State of Union, 1861. 

 f. 41 Speeches of Honorable J.B. Henderson on "Confiscation of 

Property," 1862, and Honorable James S. Rollins on "Rebellion," 

1862. 
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 f. 42 Speeches of S.M. Breckenridge and J.B. Henderson at Hannibal, 

Missouri, 1862. 

 f. 44-46 Miscellaneous papers 

f. 23-24 Newspaper clippings on taxation and political meetings 

f. 47-48 Illustrated taxation maps, circa 1870 

f. 49-52 Miscellaneous tax tables and computations 

f. 53-59 Miscellaneous pamphlets, 1890-1899 

f. 60 Pamphlets on trust question, 1899; copy of program of Historical Mark 

Twain Pageant, June, 1922, Hannibal, Missouri. 
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Public Speaking 38-46 

Rollins, James Sidney (1812-1888) 41 

St. Louis and Keokuk Railroad 34-37 

Taxation 13, 39, 47-52 

U.S. Post Office Department 40 

Vest, George Graham (1830-1904) 1-7 

 


