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Biographical Note:  

 

Odon Guitar was born on August 31, 1825, in Richmond, Kentucky, to John Guitar, a French 

immigrant, and Emily Gordon Guitar, daughter of David Gordon and the niece of Kentucky 

Chief Justice John Boyle. The Guitar family moved to Columbia, Boone County, Missouri, in 

1827 where John Guitar continued his mercantile business. 

 

Upon graduation from the University of Missouri in 1843, Odon Guitar joined a freight 

expedition transporting goods from Columbia to Chihuahua, Mexico. Suffering a broken leg in a 

wagon accident, Guitar was transported to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, until he could walk on 

crutches and was then sent home by steamboat. After volunteering for service with the 1st 

Missouri Regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846-1848) under Colonel Sterling Price, 

Guitar was admitted to the Missouri Bar in 1848.  

 

Guitar served with the Union Army during the Civil War, commanding the 9th Regiment, 

Cavalry, Missouri State Militia and later the Northern Missouri District in Macon as a brigadier 

general. He resigned his commission on August 18, 1864, and married Kate Leonard, the 

daughter of Judge Abiel Leonard, on December 25, 1865, in Howard County, Missouri. He 

practiced law in Columbia until his death in 1908. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series:  

  

Correspondence 

Account Books and Ledgers 

Scrapbook 

 

Scope and Content:  

Correspondence 

 

This series contains letters that focus primarily on the Civil War in Missouri including southern 

sympathizers, guerilla bands and raids, the emancipation of slaves, problems associated with 

protection of freed slaves and their enlistment in the Union Army. Interfiled with the 

correspondence are military papers, they concern routine organizational matters, the stationing of 

troops, requests for supplies, troop movements, unit reports, lists of Confederate prisoners, and 

lists of soldiers court martialed. Combined together with the military papers, the correspondence 

provides insight into life in Missouri during the Civil War, from both the civilian and military 

viewpoints. 

 

Account Books and Ledgers 

 

This series contains twelve volumes, dating from 1849 to 1884, contain lists of personal and 

traveling expenses, travel descriptions, business accounts from Guitar's law practice, trade good 

purchases, and miscellaneous notations and receipts. 
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Scrapbook 

 

This series contains a single scrapbook containing newspaper clippings pertaining to the political 

conventions of 1896 and the attempt by certain parties to switch the United States from the gold 

standard to the silver standard. 

 

Container List:  

 

Correspondence Series [DIGITIZED] 

 

f. 1  1836-1861 

f. 2  1862 January-March 

f. 3 1862 March-June 

f. 4 1862 July-August 

f. 5 1862 August-October 

f. 6 1862 November-1863 July 

f. 7 1863 July-August 

f. 8 1863 September-November 

f. 9 1863 December 

f. 10 1864 January 

f. 11 1864 February 

f. 12 1864 March 

f. 13 1864 May-October 

f. 14 1866, 1900-1902, 1906 

 

Accounts Books and Ledgers Series 

 

v. 1 1849-1851 

v. 2 1851-1855 

v. 3 1853-1854 

v. 4 1856-1864 

v. 5 1859-1860 

v. 6 1860 

v. 7 1860-1863 

v. 8 1862 

v. 9 1862-1867 

v. 10 1866-1869 

v. 11 1871-1879 

v. 12 1883-1884 

 

Scrapbook Series 

 

v. 13 c.1896 

 

Index: 
 

Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Adams, James A. 11  



(C1007) Odon Guitar Collection  Page 4 

 

Go to top 

Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Baker, John F. 8, 9  

Barr, William 12  

Bates, Daniel 11  

Beasley, Robert E. 1  

Bond, Frank D. 10, 12  

Brackmann, Alven S. 13  

Bradshaw, I. M. 2  

Bryan, William Jennings (1860-1925)  v. 13 

Bryan, William Jennings (1860-1925)  v. 13 

Bullock, Sanford 8  

Burnham, L. B. 2, 3  

Burns, George W. 7  

Callaway, W. H. 5  

Carter, William G. 7  

Caufield, C. H. 9, 10  

Civil War--Black soldiers 6, 11, 12  

Civil War--Correspondence 1-14  

Civil War--Correspondence 1-14  

Civil War--Destruction and pillage 7  

Civil War--Guerillas 5, 9, 11, 12  

Civil War--Guerillas 5, 9, 11, 12  

Civil War--Medical and sanitary affairs 6  

Civil War--Medical and sanitary affairs 6  

Civil War--Missouri 1-14  

Civil War--Missouri 1-14  

Civil War--Missouri, Clay County 11  

Civil War--Missouri, Harrison County 11  

Civil War--Missouri, Putnam County 12  

Civil War--Prisoners and prisons   

Civil War--Prisoners and prisons 4  

Civil War--Public opinion 1  

Civil War--Supplies 1, 2, 4-6, 8  

Collins, T. H. 7  

Connelley, William E. 14  

Cook, John C. 7  

Courts martial and courts of inquiry, 1860s 9-11  

Cox, Richard 10  

Davis, Jonathan 11  

Donohue, James K. 7  

Draper, Daniel M. 5, 8  
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Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Dunn, W. M. 7  

Emancipation of slaves--Missouri 1  

English, Johnny 8  

Evans, John W. 10  

Farmer, George 4  

Faust, Phillip 11  

Free trade  v. 13 

Gentry, O. P. 1  

Gilstrap, J. M. 7  

Goodrich, Charles 11  

Gordon family 6, 14  

Grant, Daniel 11  

Green, Louis F. 11  

Green, O. D. 9, 10, 11, 13  

Guitar, Odon (1825-1908) 1-14 v. 1-13 

Hale, John B. 8  

Hall, M. A. 3  

Hangman, L. T. 8  

Hayman, Luther I. 5  

Holland, R. W. 7  

Houston, George M. 4  

International currency, 1890s  v. 13 

Kansas. Volunteers, 11th Regiment 11  

Kemper, William B. 9, 11  

Kempinsky, A. 9, 10  

Lamb, W. W. 4  

Leonard, Reeves 4, 8  

Lewis, Baldwin 12  

Ludwig, Charles 12  

Macfarlane, John D. 8, 9, 11  

McCammon, William W. 10  

McIlrath, William 9, 11, 12  

Meigs, S. E. 2-3  

Merrill, Lewis   

Military offenses, 1860s 1, 4  

Missouri, Columbia, 1830s 1  

Missouri, Lexington, 1860s 4  

Missouri. Cavalry, 10th Regiment, Missouri Militia 4  

Missouri. Cavalry, 1st Battalion 5  

Missouri. Cavalry, 2nd Regiment, "Merril's Horse" 4  
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Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Missouri. Cavalry, 9th Regiment, Missouri Militia 1-14  

Missouri. Enrolled Militia, 52nd Regiment, Company F, 

"Mahans Company,"--Payroll 

1  

Missouri. Infantry, 18th Regiment, Volunteers 12  

Missouri. Provisional Enrolled Militia, 2nd Regiment   

Missouri. Cavalry, 10th Regiment, Missouri Militia 4  

Missouri. Cavalry, 1st Battalion 5  

Missouri. Cavalry, 2nd Regiment, "Merril's Horse" 4  

Missouri. Cavalry, 9th Regiment, Missouri Militia 1-14  

Missouri. Enrolled Militia, 52nd Regiment, Company F, 

"Mahans Company,"--Payroll 

1  

Missouri. Infantry, 18th Regiment, Volunteers 12  

Missouri. Provisional Enrolled Militia, 2nd Regiment 8  

Missouri--Social conditions, 1860s 7  

Morris, Thomas 5  

Morris, William 5  

Moss, James H. 8  

North Missouri Railroad 1, 2  

O' Donnell, Dennis 7  

O'Donnell, Dennis  7  

Overland travel, 1850s  v. 1 

Overton, J. W. 11  

Parsons, Gustavus A. 5  

Peyton, Ed 11  

Robinson, John M 1  

Rogers, L. H. 5  

Rollins, James Sidney (1812-1888) 3, 6  

Rosecrans, William Starke (1819-1898) 13  

Schofield, John M. (1831-1906) 8  

Schofield, John. M. 8  

Shackelford, N. C. 5  

Shannon, Thomas 11  

Shelby, Joseph O. 8  

Shirley, James A. 1  

Silver question  v. 13 

Singleton, W. E. 5  

Smith, George I. 9  

Strahan, R. L. 12  

Strode, John G. 7  

Swain, A. J. 11  
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Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Switzler, William F. 9  

Thomas, Dudley 12  

Todd, A. S. 8  

Tucker, Isadora 5  

U.S.--Politics and government, 1896  v. 13 

U.S.--Social conditions, 1860s 1  

University of Missouri, 1860s 7  

Vaughn, I. P. 8  

Walbridge, Cyrus P. 1  

Wells, Oliver 7, 8  

Whaley, David L. 2  

Whitaker, Charles H.   

Williams, John F. 9, 11  

Wilson, Ephraim 7  

Women, 1860s 1  

Wood, John L. 12  

Wood, William D. 5, 6, 8  

 


