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Biographical Note:  

 

John Guitar was born in France in 1794 and immigrated to Kentucky. He married Emily Gordon 

and the couple had four children, Odon, David, Mary Jane and John. The family was one of the 

original families to move from Kentucky and settle in Boone County. John Guitar had a general 
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store and in 1833, bought the land to create Guitar Street in Columbia, Missouri. He died on 

October 20, 1848. 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been maintained in its original order. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains two volumes kept by John Guitar documenting debits and credits of his 

customers for his mercantile store. Volume 1 contains two pages of Gordon family birth and 

death dates and one page of birth dates and ages of enslaved people, presumable owned by either 

the Gordon or Guitar families. Much of the information in this collection pertains to the Gordon 

family. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1 Loose documents found within the record books, including bill of carpenter’s work for 

David Gordon, correspondence, debit statements, 1828-1841 

v. 1  1813-1842 

v. 2 1821-1847 
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Broaddus, John v. 1 
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Gardier [?] Jn B. v. 1 

Gentry, Rich v. 1 

Gordon, Benjamin F., 1817-1823 v. 1 
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Gordon, David, 1770-1849 v. 1 
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Hills, Wm v. 1 
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John (enslaved), 1825- v. 1 

Kavanaugh v. 1 

Kimbro v. 1 
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Maupin, T. v. 1 

McCanach, Fields v. 1 

McWater, Jas. v. 1 

Miller, William v. 1 
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