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Biographical Note:  

 

Jacob Lanius was born on January 9, 1814, at Fincastle, Botetourt County, Virginia. Named for 

his German immigrant grandfather, he was the oldest of 14 children born to Daniel and Mary 

Butt Lanius. The family moved to Washington County, Missouri, when Jacob was a small child. 

After about three years they moved to west Tennessee, returning to Potosi, Missouri, after three 

years. 

 

Jacob was converted and licensed to preach in the Missouri Conference, Methodist Episcopal 

Church on August 20, 1831. He became a presiding elder in 1846. 

 

While riding circuit, Jacob met and married Nancy Tong, daughter of Theodore F. and Drusilla 

Tong of Fredericktown, Madison County, Missouri. The diaries note the births of two sons; the 

second died as an infant in 1842 at the point where the diaries end. Jacob Lanius died on October 

8, 1851, age 37. 

 

Arrangement: 

 

The collection has been arranged into the following series: 

 

Diaries 

 

Scope and Content Note: 
 

Diaries 

 

The diary entries begin with an autobiographical sketch which tells of the growth of Lanius' 

religious faith and his conversion. The diaries continue with brief, almost daily, entries through 

1838. The entries for 1839-1842 are infrequent. At the first entry Lanius was age 19 and had just 

begun preaching. Lanius describes his life as a circuit rider of the Missouri Conference, 

Methodist Episcopal Church. Many subjects are mentioned; few are discussed in depth. Lanius 

notes sizes of communities, numbers of converts, problems of travel, social and economic 

conditions, whose home he stayed in, the Biblical texts for sermons, and ministry to Missouri 

Indian tribes and slaves. 

 

The edited transcription by Theodore H. Wolff does not include all the diary entries. 

 

Container List: 
 

f. 1  1833 

f. 2  1833-1834 

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c3308
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c3595.pdf
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/ca6536.pdf
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f. 3-4 1834 

f. 5  1834-1835 

f. 6-7 1835 

f. 8 1835-1836 

f. 9 1836-1837 

f. 10 1837-1838 

f. 11 1838-1839 

f. 12 1839-1842 

v. 1 Edited transcription made in 1963 by Theodore H. Wolff. 
 

Index:  
 

Index Term Folders Medium 

Baptism 1-12 v. 1 

Baptist Church--Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Blacks--Religion 1-12 v. 1 

Camp meetings 1-12 v. 1 

Circuit riders 1-12 v. 1 

Clergy 1-12 v. 1 

Converts, Methodist 1-12 v. 1 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church--Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Diaries, 1830s 1-12 v. 1 

Diaries, 1840s 12 v. 1 

Disciples of Christ--Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Evangelistic work 1-12 v. 1 

Folklore--Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Funeral rites and ceremonies 1-12 v. 1 

Indians, Mohawk 12 v. 1 

Indians, Quapas 12 v. 1 

Indians, Seneca 12 v. 1 

Indians--Missions, Christian 12 v. 1 

Indians--Religion 12 v. 1 
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Index Term Folders Medium 

Lanius, Jacob (1814-1851) 1-12 v. 1 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Missouri, Taney County 1-12 v. 1 

Mormons 1-12 v. 1 

Preaching 1-12 v. 1 

Presbyterian Church, Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Revivals 1-12 v. 1 

Rural churches 1-12 v. 1 

Slavery--Missouri 1-12 v. 1 

Wolff, Theodore H. 
 

v. 1 

 


