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Biographical Note:  

 

William Henry Lynch was born in Houston, Texas County, Missouri in 1839. He was the son of 

David Lynch (1803-1865) and Pollie Ann Fourt (1813-1852), natives of Kentucky and early 

settlers in Texas County. William was sent to Boone County, Missouri, in 1856 for his 

education, first in the public schools, and then at Lathrop Academy. He returned home to teach 

school in Houston until the outbreak of the Civil War. He was appointed clerk of Texas County 

in 1862. He served until August 1862, when he enlisted in the 32nd Missouri Infantry. He was 

commissioned a field officer in 1863 and was appointed regimental quartermaster. He mustered 

out as a captain in 1865. 

 

Lynch returned to Columbia following the war to complete his education at the University of 

Missouri. He graduated in 1868 to resume a teaching career in southern Missouri which spanned 

nearly sixty years. Lynch was a teacher and principal at the Steelville Academy, 1866-1872; a 

teacher at the St. James Academy, 1869; and principal of the Salem Academy, 1873-1884, the 

West Plains Academy, 1884-1887, and the Mountain Grove Academy, 1887-ca. 1894. He also 

taught in Ozark, Missouri, and was a field representative of the Southwest Missouri State 

Teachers’ College from 1910 until his death in 1924.  

 

In 1871 he married Mary Cook (1848-1898), and they had one daughter, Florence Lynch.   

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection is arranged chronologically. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The first volume, from 1864, documents Lynch’s Civil War experiences, including battles and 

the location of the unit. The second volume, 1865, continues to document the Civil War until the 

end of July. From July-December 1865, he records his experiences as a student at the University 

of Missouri. 
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