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Historical Note:  
 
William Alexander McCanse was born in Tennessee on May 23, 1821, to James Arthur and 
Louisa Galbraith McCanse. His siblings were Elizabeth Jane Waters, Sarah Adaline Cravens, 
Lucinda Caroline Cotter, Nancy Payne, and Andrew Galbraith McCanse.  
 
William’s father, James Arthur McCanse, died in 1842, and his mother, Louisa McCanse, 
married Henry Zinn in 1845. They enslaved several people. By 1856, Henry Zinn had died, and 
the people he and Louisa enslaved were divided up among Louisa and her children, including 
William. After the Civil War, several people formerly enslaved by the McCanse family settled in 
Olathe, Kansas. 
 
Arrangement: 
 
The collection is arranged chronologically. 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
The agreement for the division of enslaved individuals lists the names, ages, and value of ten 
enslaved individuals and the names of the ten people who were taking them.  Among those 
enslaved was a woman named Mary, children that might have been Mary’s, possibly Mary’s 
mother and brothers.  On the list is eight-year-old Jeremiah who went to William A. McCanse. 

The letter from Jeremiah McKanse to William was written from Olathe, Kansas, where Jeremiah 
and several others listed on the agreement settled.  Jeremiah informs William about how the 
other formerly enslaved individuals are doing and where they are working.  He tells him about 
property he owns in Olathe and about other business dealings.  The tone of the letter seems 
cordial and Jeremiah mentions an earlier letter which he received from William. 

Container List: 
 
f. 1  Papers, 1856, 1868 
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Index Terms Folders 
Blacks, 1850s 1 
Blacks, 1860s 1 
McCanse, William A. 1 
McKanse, Jeremiah 1 
Race relations, 1860s 1 
Slave trade 1 
Slavery 1 
Slavery, 1850s 1 
Slavery--Missouri 1 
White, John R. 1 
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