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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri.  If you would like 
more information, please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 Biographical sketches, reminiscences, and photographs of the Obear, Bryan and 
McIlvaine families compiled by Bryan Obear. Also includes brief biographies and 
photographs of Sloman Browne and Charles G. McHatton. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The collection was donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by Bryan 
Obear in 1918. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 
 Bryan Obear was born on 17 April 1855 in St. Louis, Missouri, to Josiah H. and 
Maria Jane Bryan Obear. He attended Clay Public School, Franklin Public School, 
German Institute, Washington University, and Virginia Military Institute. He also studied 
law, though he chose not to practice. 

Obear managed a farm in Boone County, Missouri, from 1875 to 1879. He then 
became engaged in the real estate business, his father's profession. 

In 1882 Obear moved to Arizona and began working for a construction firm as an 
engineer. He left five years later, returning to St. Louis to take on the positions of 
secretary and treasurer of the Julian Mining and Mill Company. 

By 1889 Obear was managing the Western Smoke Preventer Company in 
Chicago, Illinois. He remained there until 1894, when he moved to Crescent, Missouri, to 
raise stock. Six years later Obear was managing the Montague Compressed Air 
Company, the marketer of several of his inventions. 
 
FOLDER LIST 
 
f. 1-3 Obear Family. Biographical sketch and photograph of Josiah H. Obear 

(1817-1860). Also contains photographs of his wife, Maria Jane Bryan 
Obear (1827-1897), and his parents, Josiah A. (1786-1836) and Martha 
Harrigan Obear (1795-1880). 

f. 4-21 John Gano Bryan.  Biographical sketch and reminiscences of John 
Gano Bryan (1788-1860) by forty-six prominent individuals. Also 
includes photographs and items presented to Bryan in recognition of his 
efforts for various groups. 

 f. 10 Photostat of a letter from Missouri Governor Claiborne Fox 
Jackson to Secretary of War Simon Cameron and a photograph 
of Jackson. 

 f. 13 Photostat of a letter from George Washington to Isaac Putnam. 
 f. 14 Photograph of Henry S. Geyer. 
 f. 16 Brief history of the University of Missouri. 
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 f. 17 Photograph of John S. Brickley. 
 f. 20 Photographs of Bryan Obear and John Gano Bryan. 
f. 22-26 Bryan Family.  Brief history of the Bryan family, including 

photographs of Eveline Mcllvaine Bryan (1800-1885), Jesse Bryan 
(1757-1843), Elizabeth Bailey Bryan (1767-1862), William Bailey 
Bryan (1805-1853), Edward Hord Bryan (1830-1888), and Henry 
Mcllvaine Bryan (1833-1901). 

f. 27-29 
 

Mcllvaine Family.  Brief history of the Mcllvaine family, including 
photographs of John Mcllvaine (1777-1843), Jane Hord Mcllvaine 
(1776-1822), Jesse Hord Mcllvaine (1801-1869), Orville E. Mcllvaine 
(1809-1880), and the Mcllvaine family cemetery. 

f. 30-31 Browne and McHatton.  Brief biographies and photographs of Sloman 
Browne (1798-1888) and Charles G. McHatton (1811-1894). 

 
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Folders Image 
American Party 15  
American Party, 1852 19  
Anderson, Bill 11  
Ashley, William H. 5,17  
Atchison, David Rice (1807-1886) 5,6,7,9,19  
Austin, Stephen Fuller (1793-1836) 5  
Bank of St. Louis 17  
Barth, Robert 1  
Barton, David 16,17  
Bass, Eli 12  
Bass, Lawrence 6  
Bass, Peter 6  
Bates, Edward 18  
Bates, Moses 5  
Beard, Samuel 17  
Beatty, James 17  
Bell, John 5  
Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri 21 y 
Benton, Jesse 9  
Benton, Thomas Hart (1782-1858) 5,16  
Biddle, John 18  
Bingham, George Caleb (1811-1879) 11  
Birney, James G. 9  
Bissell, Lewis 1,12  
Bissell, Louisa 19  
Blaine, Jim 11  
Blow, Henry T. 1  
Boggs, Robert W. 17  
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Subject Folders Image 
Bogy, Joseph 5,9,16  
Bogy, Lewis V. (1813-1877) 5,16  
Bonne Femme Academy, Boone County, Missouri 18  
Boone, Daniel M(organ) (1769-1837) 5, 9, 15  
Boone, Daniel Morgan (1767-1837) 5,9,15  
Boone, Nathan (1780-1856) 5,6,8,12  
Borland, Henry Clay 11  
Bowlin, James 7  
Brashear, Joseph 17  
Bredell, Edward 1,5,15  
Bredell, John 5  
Brickey, John S. (1791-1872) 17 y 
Brinker, Abraham 9  
Brockmeyer, Henry C. 5,15  
Brown, B. Gratz (1826-1885) 12  
Brown, Mason 5,7,12  
Brown, Wilson 5  
Browne, Sloman (1798-1888) 30  
Browne, Sloman (1798-1888) 30 y 
Bryan family 4-26  
Bryan family 4,20,22,23 y 
Bryan Jesse (1757-1843) 23 y 
Bryan, Archibald 5,7  
Bryan, Augustus Thomas 6  
Bryan, Edward Hord (1830-1888) 25  
Bryan, Edward Hord (1830-1888) 25 y 
Bryan, Elizabeth Bailey (1767-1862) 23 y 
Bryan, Elizabeth Bailey (1767-1862) 23 y 
Bryan, Eveline McIlvaine (1800-1885) 22  
Bryan, Eveline McIlvaine (1800-1885) 22 y 
Bryan, Guy (1845- ) 16  
Bryan, Henry McIlvaine (1833-1901) 25 y 
Bryan, James 5,7  
Bryan, Jesse (1757-1843) 23  
Bryan, John 6  
Bryan, John Gano (1788-1860) 4-21  
Bryan, John Gano (1788-1860) 4,20 y 
Bryan, Milton 5,7  
Bryan, Thomas U. 5,7  
Bryan, William Bailey (1805-1853) 24  
Bryan, William Bailey (1805-1853) 24 y 
Bryan, William W. 5-7  
Bull, John 6  
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Subject Folders Image 
Burnett, Peter Hardeman (1807-1895) 5  
Burt, Calvin C. 16  
Burt, Thomas C. 16  
Byrd, Abram 9  
Cameron, Simon (1799-1889) 10  
Campbell, Given 19  
Campbell, Robert 1,12  
Carson, Christopher (1809-1868) 6  
Carson, John B. 15  
Carter, Bingham 11  
Carter, Henry 11  
Caruthers, Sam 6  
Casey, Andrew 5,17  
Casey, Andrew F. 15  
Casey, John 9  
Castleman, Thomas D. 16  
Cemeteries 21,29 y 
Cemeteries--Missouri, St. Louis 21 y 
Cemeteries--Missouri, Washington County 29 y 
Chadbourne, Joseph 17  
Chambers, A. B. 5,8  
Children, 1850s 20 y 
Children--Costume, 1850s 20 y 
Civil War--Missouri 5,6,9,11  
Clark, James 18  
Clark, John B. 5,12  
Clarkson, Arthur Payne 11  
Clarkson, H. M. 11,18  
Clay, Henry (1672-1760) 13 y 
Cole, Philip 17,18  
Cole, Phillip 5  
Collier, George 1  
Columbia Patriot, Columbia, Missouri 5  
Concannon, Whitehurst 9,12  
Confederate States of America, Missouri 5,6,9,11,12  
Consumption 19  
Costume, 19th century 1-4,10,13,14,17,20,22-25,27-31 y 
Cummins, Dick 12  
Davis, Jefferson (1808-1889) 5,6  
Dean, John 5,9  
Dent, Frederick 1  
DePriest, Abram 7  
Desloge, Firmin Rene 5,9,12,17  
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Subject Folders Image 
Deutchmendy, Clement 5  
Dickey, Dave 6  
Dodge, Augustus C. 5,9  
Doniphan, John 5, 6, 8, 9, 12  
Donnell, Ed 6  
Donnell, Stephen 5  
Dougherty, John 6, 11  
Dunklin, Daniel (1790-1844) 5, 6, 12  
Dunklin, John 5  
Dunklin, Stephen 5  
Durkee, Chauncey 5, 8  
Edgar, James 17  
Edwards, Richard 5  
Eyeglasses 3, 30 y 
Facial hair 25, 29, 31 y 
Ferguson, Phillip 5  
Ficklin, Benjamin F. 9, 12  
Ficklin, John 9  
Ficklin, Joseph 9  
Ficklin, Robert A. 9, 18  
Ficklin, Slaughter 9  
Ficklin, Thomas H. 5, 9  
Ficklin, William 9  
Fillmore, Millard (1800-1874) 18  
Fink, Mike 7  
Forbis, Curt 7, 11  
Fremont, John C. 6  
Frost, John 12  
Funkhouser, Robert M. 1, 5, 9  
Gamble, Archibald (1791-1866) 5  
Gamble, Hamilton Rowan (1798-1864) 15  
Gano, John 21  
Gay, John 1  
Genealogy 1-31  
Geyer, Henry Sheffie (1790-1859) 5, 8, 9, 14, 19 y 
Gooch family 16, 26  
Gooch, Bryan 9  
Gooch, William 9  
Goode, George W. 6  
Gordon, David 11  
Gordon, John B. 6, 7, 11, 12, 16  
Green, Duff (1791-1875) 12  
Green, James Stephen (1817-1870) 8  
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Subject Folders Image 
Grimsley, Thornton (1798-1861) 1, 6, 12, 16, 31  
Guitar, Odon (1825-1908) 11  
Gwen, William M. 18  
Hackett, James K. 6, 19  
Hall, J. W. 5, 8  
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railway 5-8  
Hardin, Charles Henry (1820-1892) 9  
Harris, Oliver 5  
Harris, William T. 5, 15  
Harrison, Edwin 11  
Harrison, James 5  
Hastings, Matthew Mark 11  
Hawks, Cicero Stephen (1812-1868) 15  
Hays, John B. 7  
Hearst, George 6  
Heathwood, Henry 12  
Hickman family 21, 26  
Hickman, Anna 7  
Hickman, David M. (1788-1851) 6-8, 11, 18  
Hickman, Elijah 18  
Hickman, Mary E. 8  
Hickman, Thaddeus Bryan (1829- ) 11  
Hickman, William (1747-1834) 12, 21  
Holliday, Ben 5  
Hord, Susan 17  
Hord, William T. 8  
Houston, William 17  
How, John 5  
Hudspeth, Ayers 12  
Hughes, M. E. 9, 15  
Hunt, Anna 1  
Hunt, Robert 15  
Hunter, John 9  
Jackson, Claiborne Fox (1806-1862) 10 y 
Jacob, Belle Rollins 11  
Jacob, David 11  
Jamison, Isaac 17  
Jaskins, Charley 17  
Johnson, Ben 8  
Johnson, John B. 11  
Johnson, Thomas C. 8  
Johnson, Thomas E. 9  
Jones, Augustus 9  
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Subject Folders Image 
Jones, George W. 5, 17  
Jones, John Rice 5  
Jones, Myers F. 17  
Kemper, Jackson (1789-1870) 8  
Kennerly, Clark 6  
Kenneth, Luther M. 15, 16  
Kennett, Luther M. (1807-1873) 5  
Kent, Henry B. 1  
Kerr, James 9  
King, Sustin A. 18  
Kirby, Cameo 8, 12  
Kirtley, George 9  
Kirtley, Sinclair ( -1853) 9  
Knapp, George (1814-1883) 5  
LaBaume, Theodore 12  
Lane, Hardage 11  
Lane, Henry 5  
Lewis, John 1  
Lindell, Peter (1776-1861) 1  
Linn, Lewis Fields (1796-1843) 5, 17  
Linn, W. A. 8, 9  
Linville, Richard 12  
Linville, William 8  
Lucas, James H. (1800-1875) 1  
Lynch, Henry C. 1  
Lynch, M. M. 9, 11  
Mabry, William H. 11  
Madden, James 6, 8, 18  
Magoffin, John 15  
McClanahan, Mary 11, 16  
McCune, John S. 5, 11  
McDonald, Emmett 9  
McDowell, Charles N. 15  
McDowell, Joseph Nash 5, 8  
McDowell's Medical School, St. Louis, 1858 19  
McGee, Bill 11  
McGready, John 5, 17  
McHatton, Charles G. (1811-1894) 31 y 
McHatton, James H. 1  
McHenry, James B. 17  
McHenry, John 12  
McIlvaine family 27-29 y 
McIlvaine Family Cemetery, Washington County, 29 y 
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Subject Folders Image 
Missouri 
McIlvaine, Jane Hord (1776-1822) 27 y 
McIlvaine, Jesse Hord 28 y 
McIlvaine, John (1777-1843) 27 y 
McIlvaine, Orville E. (1809-1880) 29 y 
McIlvaine, William (1732-1798) 28  
McIntyre, Hughey 11  
McNeil, John 6  
McPheeters, William M. 19  
McPherson, William M. 1  
Medicine--Practice, 19th century   
Meier, Adolphus 6  
Mellon, John S. 6  
Men--Costume, 19th century 1-4, 10, 13, 14, 17, 20-25, 27-

31 
y 

Milam, William 17  
Miller, John 9  
Minor, Jim 7  
Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin 5  
Missouri Medical College, St. Louis 11  
Missouri, Pilot Knob 4-22  
Missouri, Pilot Knob 21 y 
Missouri, Potosi 17  
Missouri, St. Joseph 1-22  
Missouri, St. Louis 1-22, 25, 31  
Missouri, Ste. Genevieve County 4-24, 26  
Missouri, Washington County 4-22, 27-30  
Missouri. Constitutional Convention, 1845 18  
Mitchell, Bill 8  
Montgomery, Robert 9  
Moore, Isadore 9  
Mormon War 12  
Moro, John 8  
Morrison, Alfred W. 12  
Morrison, Robert E. 18  
Morrison, William M. 1  
Moses, S. Gratz 19  
Murrell Gang 18  
Musette, Tyree 8  
Napton, William Barclay (1808-1883) 5, 6  
Obear family 1-3  
Obear family 1-3  
Obear family 1-3, 20 y 
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Subject Folders Image 
Obear, Bryan (1855- ) 20 y 
Obear, Bryan (1855- ) 1-31  
Obear, Josiah A. (1786-1836) 3 y 
Obear, Josiah H. (1817-1860) 1 y 
Obear, Maria J. Bryan (1827-1897) 2 y 
Obear, Martha Harrigan (1795-1880) 3 y 
O'Blenis, Robert Mac 6, 12  
O'Blenis, William 6  
O'Fallon, John (1791-1865) 1, 5, 6, 11, 12  
O'Leary, Dan 9  
Paschal, Nathaniel 5, 8, 16  
Pattee, Tom 11  
Patten, Nathaniel 5  
Paul, Rene ( -1851) 6  
Payne, Thomas J. 12  
Pennington, Aaron 9  
Pennington, John 9  
Perry, John 1, 5  
Perry, Samuel 5, 15  
Phelps, John S. (1814-1886) 5, 7, 16, 18  
Polk, Lucien 12  
Polk, Trusten (1811-1876) 8  
Pope, Nathaniel (1784-1850) 5  
Porter, Alexander 9  
Porter, David 12  
Portraits, 19th century 1-4, 10, 13, 14, 17, 20, 22-25, 

27-31 
y 

Post, Truman M. (1810-1886) 5, 7  
Potosi Sabbath School Society 17  
Pratte, Bernard A. 9  
Preetorius, Emil (1827-1905) 15  
Price, Enoch 1  
Putnam, Israel 13  
Quantrill, William Clarke (1837-1865) 5, 9  
Raines, James S. 11  
Rangee, Lambert 17  
Reid, John W. 5  
Relfe, James H. (1791-1863) 17  
Renshaw, Henry 7, 11  
Reynolds, Thomas C. (1821-1887) 12  
Rice, Dan 16  
Ringgold, John 8  
Risley, Lake 17  
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Subject Folders Image 
Robidoux, Joseph 5  
Robinson, Jeremiah 6  
Robinson, John 6, 8  
Rollins, Anthony Wayne (1783-1845) 5, 7, 8, 11, 16  
Rollins, Flottie 11  
Rollins, James S. 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 16  
Rozier, Firmin L. 6  
Russell, William 5  
Sander, Enno 5, 15  
Sappington, John (1776-1856) 5  
Schoolcraft, Henry R. (1793-1864) 17  
Scudder, Charles 1, 6  
Shelby, Reuben 9  
Shepley, John R. 1  
Sherrill, William 5, 9, 15  
Shirley, William 5  
Simpson, David 8  
Slaughter, John W. 9  
Smith T, John 7, 11, 17  
Smith, John Brady 5  
Smith, Jonas 5, 9  
Smith, Robert 8  
Snead, Thomas C. 6  
St. Louis Agricultural and Mechanical Association 31  
Stewart, Robert M. 5, 7  
Swift, William H. 16  
Switzler, William F. (1819-1906) 5, 11  
Taney, Michael 18  
Taney, Roger B. 18  
Thompson, Jane 9  
Thoroughman, Thomas 16  
Todd, David 7  
Tucker, Jackson W. 16  
University of Missouri, Founding 7  
University of Missouri, History 16  
Valle, Felix 5  
Vest, George Graham (1830-1904) 15  
Waller, Thomas 7  
Washington, George 13  
Watkins, Nathaniel 12  
Watkins, Nathaniel W. 6  
Weston, Wiry 6  
Whigs, Missouri 1  
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Subject Folders Image 
White, J. M. 5, 8  
White, Mose 6, 12  
Wiley, Thomas A. 7  
Williams, Henry W. 16  
Wilson, George M. 7  
Wimer, John M. 9  
Women--Costume, 19th century 2, 3, 22, 23, 27 y 
Woodfolk, Henry 12  
Woolhite, Tom 8  
Wright, Uriel 5, 9  
Yeatman, James E. (1818-1901) 5, 12  
Yell, Archibald 9  
Yell, Maria 8  
Young, Archibald 11  
Young, Ewing 6  
Young, William 7  
Younger, Coleman (1844-1916) 12  
 


