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MICROFILM

This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri. If you would like
more information, please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu.

INTRODUCTION

Materials collected primarily by RoBards on family members, his childhood
friend Mark Twain, and Hannibal, MO. Includes newspaper clippings, correspondence,
articles, programs, speeches, and miscellaneous items. See also Collection 36009.

DONOR INFORMATION
The papers were received by the State Historical Society by Rose David on 25
May 1938 (No Accession Number.)

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

John Lewis RoBards was born on 8 May 1838 in Hustonville, Kentucky, to
Archibald Sampson and Amanda Carpenter RoBards, Sr. RoBards emigrated with his
family to Hannibal, Missouri, in 1843.

In 1849 RoBards accompanied his father to California, via New Mexico. Upon
their return two years later, RoBards began reading law with Judge Gilchrist Porter. He
later attended the University of Missouri and, in 1861, graduated from the law
department of the University of Louisville, Kentucky. Shortly afterward, RoBards
returned to Hannibal and began practicing law.

RoBards was a staunch believer in community service. He was an active member
of the Knights Templar, the Free Masons, the Missouri Bar Association, and the Park
Methodist Episcopal Church. He served as president for both the Hannibal Bible Society
and the American Bible Society and as secretary/treasurer of the Mount Olivet Cemetery
Association. He attended the Mississippi River Conventions of 1868 and 1884. He was
also instrumental in establishing a monument to his childhood friend Mark Twain.

RoBards married Sara Crump Helm on 4 April 1861. They had four children, only
three of whom survived to adulthood--Archibald Crump, Mabel Helen Helm, and Mary
Logan. Sara died on 3 January 1918 after a brief illness. RoBards followed her seven
years later.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The inclusive dates of this collection are difficult to ascertain, as only a small portion of
the material is dated. Accordingly, no dates have been assigned, though the years 1870 to 1925
are covered. Due to their fragility, the scrapbooks have been taken apart, placed in folders, and a
microfilm copy made.

FOLDER LIST
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v.1l

Newspaper clippings of obituaries, wedding and anniversary announcements,
feature articles, editorials, and poems focusing on RoBards, his family, and
friends. Many of the clippings are taken from Hannibal, Missouri, newspapers.
Some correspondence included.

V. 2-3

Newspaper clippings, correspondence, articles, programs, and speeches
collected by RoBards and his son Archibald on various family members and

Mark Twain.

INDEX TERMS

Subject

Other

Allen, Warren |. ( -1916)

American Bible Society

Bacon, Thomas H.

Bloom, Hugh B.

Boone, Mary Penny (1897-1916)

Bozarth, James R.

Bozarth, Mabel Helen Helm RoBards

w

Brown, John (1800-1859)

Bruce, Horatio Washington (1830- )

Buckner, Richard A. (1813-1899)

Business cards

Carpenter, Abram Miller (1834-1907)

Carpenter, James Given (1854-)

Carpenter, James M. (1832-1909)

Clemens, Samuel Langhorne (1835-1910) -3
Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.) 3
Criminal law

Daviess, Mariah R. Thompson (1814-1896)

Dick, Robert P.

Farmer, Oca ( -1916)

Genealogy -3

Givens, Mary Carpenter ( -1908)

Haley, Sarah Hill RoBards (1836-1918)

Hannibal Bible Society, Hannibal, Missouri

Hartzog, Henry S.

Helm family

Helm, John B. (1797-1872)

Helm, Mary A. Crump (1812-1889)

Insurance

Insurance, Fire

Jackson, Andrew (1767-1845)
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Subject Other [
Jackson, Rachel Donelson RoBard (1767-1828)
Knights Templar of the State of Missouri

Massie, Susan Burton Thompson (1828-1904)
Mayer, August (1860-1909)

McClintick, Elizabeth Mary Atwood (1824-)

McGirk, Pat (1846-1916)
Men--Societies

Missouri, Hannibal
Missouri, Kansas City

Missouri, St. Louis
Peyton, Asa (1840-1916)
Pirtle, James S.

Pittman, Hannah Daviess
Platt, Mortimer R. (1836-1911)

Poetry
Postcards

w

Public Schools, Missouri

Rabies
Richardson, Elisha A.

Richardson, Mary Elizabeth RoBards
Richardson, Sara Ellen (1890-1902)

1
w

RoBards family

RoBards, Amanda Carpenter(1808-1865)
RoBards, Archibald Crump

1
w

RoBards, Archibald Sampson, Jr. (1849-1879)
RoBards, Archibald Sampson, Sr. (1797-1862)

RoBards, Charles Scott

RoBards, Frances B.

RoBards, George C. (1833-1877)

RoBards, John Helm

Robards, John Lewis (1838-1925)

1
w

RoBards, Lewis

RoBards, Mabel Helen Helm

w

RoBards, Mary Logan

RoBards, Sara Crump Helm (1842-1918)

]
w

RoBards, Younger Pitts (1833-1899)

Rogers, Estill

Rogers, Jane Elizabeth RoBards

Rogers, Mason

]
w

Scrapbooks

Sons of the American Revolution, Missouri Society
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Speeches, addresses, etc.
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Sterman, Katherine Williamson RoBards (1815-1893)
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Subject Other [
Thompson, John Charles (1818-1872) v. 1
Trials v. 1
Warren Jean Daviess (1850-1912) vol. 1
Warren, Jean Daviess (1850-1912) v. 1
Wetherill, Charles Whittington v. 1




