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Alternate Forms Available: The collection has been digitized and is available online in 
SHSMO’s digital collections: https://digital.shsmo.org/digital/collection/frontier/id/3750/rec/1.  
 
Historical Note:  
 
In 1837, B.B. Cannon oversaw a group of Cherokees who were removed from their land in 
Tennessee. The group started out in Tennessee and passed through parts of Kentucky, Illinois, 
Missouri, Arkansas and finally reached their destination in Oklahoma. There were about 365 
people at the start of the journey, and fifteen Native Americans died along the way. The journey 
took 77 days. 
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has maintained in its original order. 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
The papers contain a day-by-day account of the journey of a band of Cherokee Indians being 
forced West by the U.S. government, written by the conductor of the party, October 13-
December 30, 1837. Each day’s entry is brief, mentioning locations, provisions, activities, 
sickness, and deaths. 
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