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INTRODUCTION 
 The records of the Boonville Presbyterian Church contain minutes of session 
meetings of ruling elders and membership and financial information of the Old School 
Presbyterian Church of Boonville. The collection includes lists of ministers, elders, 
deacons, clerks of session, members, communicants, and baptisms. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The State Historical Society of Missouri acquired this collection in an unknown 
manner (Accession No. 888).   
 
ORGANIZATIONAL SKETCH 
 In 1821 the Reverend Edward Hollister founded the Franklin Presbyterian 
Church, Missouri Presbytery, at Franklin along Old School principles. Membership 
totalled twenty-three. When Franklin flooded and residents relocated, the church moved 
directly across the Missouri River to the small town of Boonville. In 1830 the church 
name officially changed to the Boonville Presbyterian Church. One year later the 
Missouri Synod was established.  
 In 1825 the Reverend Augustus Pomeroy became the first resident minister. He 
was also a teacher in Fayette. The occupation of teacher provided income for many of the 
early ministers including W.P. Cochran (1827) and Hiram Chamberlain (1828-1834). The 
church was without a resident minister from 1834 until 1840 and without elders from the 
fall of 1836 until the summer of 1838. From 1840 until 1854 the Reverend William G. 
Bell, also a teacher, served the church.  
 The Reverend H.M. Painter from Vicksburg, Mississippi, was installed in March 
1855 and continued with the church until 17 September 1863. In September 1861 the 
Reverend Painter was arrested as a prominent Southern sympathizer.  
 As populations shifted and towns grew, congregational consolidations occurred. 
The Arrow Rock church became dis-organized during the Civil War, and soon after the 
war the Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Boonville dissolved. Both churches joined 
with the Boonville Presbyterian Church.  
 In 1882 the Boonville Presbyterian Church requested and was granted a transfer 
from the Missouri Presbytery to the Lafayette Presbytery. The congregation of the 
Boonville Presbyterian Church and that of the Union Presbyterian Church at Bunceton 
consolidated in 1894.  
 The difficulties of supplying a minister to a small con-gregation caused the 
Presbytery to suggest the consolidation of the Prairie Lick Church with the Boonville 
Church. The suggestion was "deemed unwise" by the ruling elders at Boonville who 
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pledged aid and assistance to Prairie Lick in maintaining services. Their efforts failed, 
and in 1903 the Prairie Lick Church joined the Boonville Presbyterian Church. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The collection consists of handwritten minute books kept by the clerk of session 
of the ruling elders and membership registers. Only a few minutes from full 
congregational meetings are included, and these relate to calling new pas-tors for the 
church.  

Minute books of the ruling elders contain information on the dismissal of 
members to other congregations and the acceptance of new members. Changes in 
membership indicate population mobility and political and social shifts in 
de-nominational popularity. On several occasions during the 1840s and 1850s church 
members were counseled regarding drunkenness, brawling, and immorality. Letters of 
confession and contrition are recorded in full as read before the con-gregation.  

The church registers are "printed form volumes which are divided into subject 
sections. Information on pastors, elders, and deacons includes name, date of installation 
and date of dismissal or death. The baptismal sections record the name of the adult or 
infant baptized, parents, date of birth, and date of baptism. Membership lists are divided 
by communicant and non-communicant. Members are identified by name and date and 
method of admission to the church. Dis-missal information includes the date and name of 
the church of transfer.  

With a moderate knowledge of Cooper County and general Missouri history, this 
collection is very useful. Not all of the political and social events in the town of 
Boonville are clearly described, but the implications of the Civil War, westward 
expansion, town growth, and commerce are reflected in the minutes of the ruling elders. 
Church philosophy and morals are easily discerned by noting the infractions which 
disturbed the ruling elders and the actions taken. It is also of interest to note the reactions 
of members to the disciplines imposed and the necessity of a public renunciation of past 
behavior.  

The genealogist will find the registers of interest, though there are very few deaths 
and marriages listed. The sections on transference of church membership clearly in-dicate 
where a family came from, how long they remained in Boonville, and where they moved. 

 
VOLUME LIST 
 
V. 1  Session minutes, ruling elders, 2 June 1838-3 October 1848. Reverend 

William G. Bell, pastor; Joseph N. Laurie, clerk of session, 1838-
1845, followed by John Calhoun.  

V. 2  Session minutes, ruling elders, 5 October 1848-3 March 1867, and 
church register. William G. Bell (1840-1854), H.M. Painter (1855-
1863), Jas[.] Morton (1865-1866), Benjamin H_. Charles (1867-
1875), pastors. John Calhoun (1846-1855), James S. Quarles, Sr. 
(1855-1859), and William S. Myers (1859-1889), clerks of session of 
ruling elders. Includes incidents of public discipline of members and 
an accusation of gross immoral conduct. Lists of students joining the 
church from Frederick T. Kemper's Family School.  
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V. 3  Church register, 1840-1946. A printed form register with table of 
contents.  

V. 4  Session minutes and church register, 1 April 1868-24 July 1892. Calls 
on members and solicitation of funds, mandated by the Presbyterian 
General Assembly to educate "colored men" for the ministry and to 
help meet the financial obligations of Westminster College in Fulton. 
Register section contains elder and deacon installation records dating 
from 1838. Records of communicants, baptisms, marriages, and 
deaths date from 1867 to 1889. 

V. 5 Session minutes and register, 24 July 1892-7 April 1909. Acceptance of 
new members from the dissolved Union Presbyterian Church at 
Bunceton. Consolidation with Prairie Lick Church. Church and parish 
house renovations. Reorganization of Sabbath School. Detailed 
register of pastors from 1840 to 1921, lists of clerks of session, elders, 
deacons, communicants, and baptisms.  

V. 6   
 

Session minutes, 1 April 1909-31 March 1941, Sunday school reports, 
1946-1947. Worksheets on financial reports, arrangements for 
evangelists, memorial resolutions, boys in the Missouri Training 
School/Reformatory, support of an orphan at the Presbyterian 
Orphanage at Farmington, Missouri. Purchase of motion picture 
equipment for use at evening services in 1920. Repeated mentions of 
the Progressive Movement. Negotiations for building improvements 
and a new pastor's manse. Transfer of members from the Bethel 
Church into the Boonville Presbyterian Church.   

 
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Reels 
Adams, William Hooper reel  2 
Arrow Rock Presbyterian Church, Arrow Rock, Missouri reel  1 
Baptism records--Missouri, Cooper County reel  1,2 
Bell, William J. reel  1 
Bethel Presbyterian Church reel  2 
Black clergy reel  1 
Boonville Presbyterian Church, Boonville, Missouri reel  1,2 
Borders, Isaac D. reel  2 
Charles, Benjamin H. reel  1 
Christian Ethics reel  1,2 
Church architecture reel  1,2 
Church records reel  1,2 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Boonville, Missouri reel  1,2 
Eddy, George T. reel  2 
Green, James E. reel 2 



C2981 Boonville Presbyterian Church, Boonville, Missouri, Records, 1838-1947 Page 4 

Subject Reels 
Haynes, Anthony (1836- ) reel 1, 2 
Johnson, William Morris (1827-1918) reel 2 
Johnston, Thomas A. reel 1, 2 
Kemper Family School, Boonville, Missouri reel 1 
Kemper Military Academy, Boonville, Missouri reel 1, 2 
Kemper, Frederick T. (1816-1881) reel 1, 2 
Koontz, Starke reel 2 
Leyburn, George L. reel 1, 2 
Missouri, Boonville reel  1-2 
Missouri, Cooper County reel  1, 2 
Prairie Lick Presbyterian Church, Cooper County, Missouri reel  2 
Presbyterian Church, Missouri reel  1 
Switzler, William F. (1819-1906) reel  2 
Thomas, Trigg A. M. reel  2 
Trigg, William Wyan (1845-1935) reel  2 
Union Church, Cooper County, Missouri reel  1 
Union Presbyterian Church, Bunceton, Missouri reel  2 
Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri reel  1 
Williams, Marcus reel  1 
Williams, William Muir reel  2 
Windsor, Horace G. (1862-1923) reel  2 
Wright, Frank Hall reel 2 
 


