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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri.  If you would like 
more information, please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu. 

 
 INTRODUCTION 
  The Thuma Papers include a typescript copy of Valentine Thuma’s Civil War 

diary from 23 April to 5 August 1861.  He was in the 8th Indiana Volunteer Infantry and 
fought in West Virginia.  There are also typescripts of six letters; one from Solomon 
Bechtel, the brother of Thuma’s wife, Mattie, four from Thuma to Mattie after her re-
enlisted and was in Alabama, and one from Mattie to Thuma that he never received. 

  The diary includes typical entries about setting up and striking camp, discipline, 
the movement of the regiment, and the Battle of Rich Mountain Pass in West Virginia. 

 
 DONOR INFORMATION 
  The paper were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by an 

unknown donor (Accession No. 5888.80). 
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