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INTRODUCTION

The collection contains personal letters written by Trenholme to his mother,
Louise Trenholme Stephens. Trenholme was a naval officer and later a nuclear physicist
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. There are also letters from Trenholme’s wife,
mother-in-law, and other relatives.

DONOR INFORMATION

The Trenholme Letters were donated to the University of Missouri by Louise
Trenholme Stephens and William Maclaren Trenholme on 26 December 1963 (Accession
No. 3557).

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

William Maclaren Trenholme was born on 22 December 1925 to Norman and
Louise Trenholme in Columbia, Missouri. Norman died earlier that year and Louise
would later marry Frank Fletcher Stephens. Trenholme graduated from University High
School in Columbia in 1943 and received a B.E.E. degree from the University of
Louisville in 1946, and an M.A. in physics from the University of Missouri in 1948.

He enlisted in the navy in 1943 and later in the Naval Reserves. He served as an
officer from 1946 to 1947 and was also called up to active duty during the Korean War.
He retired as Lieutenant Commander.

He was employed as a physicist at General Electric from 1948 to 1950 and 1954
to 1961. In 1953, he worked for Tracerlab, Inc. developing nuclear radiation instruments.
From 1961 to 1963 he worked as a nuclear physicist at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

He moved to Arizona in the mid-1960s and worked on nuclear power plants.

He married Elizabeth (Bette) Southwick in 1950 and they had two children, Alan
and Brenda. Trenholme died on 14 June 2008.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Trenholme Letters are arranged chronologically and the bulk of the collection
is comprised letters Trenholme wrote to his mother. There are also letters from his wife,
mother-in-law, and other relatives. Two cashbooks from his early adulthood as well as
news clippings and miscellaneous materials are also present.

The letters are personal in nature and touch on family life, his education and
work, and his training and service in the Navy.
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FOLDER LIST
f.1 1931
f.2 1935-1936
f.3 1940
f. 4 1942
f. 5-7 1943
f. 8-14 1944
f.15-20 1945
f.21-27 1946
f.28-30 1947
f.31-32 1948
f. 33 Cashbook, 1948-1949
f. 34-37 1949
f. 38 Cashbook, 1949-1950
f.39-43 1950
f. 44-48 1951
f. 49-53 1952
f. 54-57 1953
f.58-62 1954
f.63-66 1955
f.67-70 1956
f. 71-74 1957
f. 75-78 1958
f.79-82 1959
f.83-85 1960
f.86-90 1961
f.91-95 1962
f.96-97 1963
f. 98 Undated letters; news clippings, and miscellaneous
INDEX TERMS
Subject Folders
Aerospace Corporation, California, 1962 62,63
American Physical Society, New York, 1950 39
Atomic Bomb, 1945 18
Baird Atomic Company, 1962-1963 93-97
Baird-Atomic Company, 1962-1963 93-97
Bermuda, 1946 23
Bode, Cora 56,87
Bode, Lindley W. 56,87
Brookhaven National Laboratory, Long Island, 1955 63
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Subject

Folders

Camp Winnetka, Moberly, Missouri, 1940

3

Camp, Charlotte

54

Clothing and dress--Prices, 1940s

21,29,31,33,38,40,45

Conant, James B.

98

Cosmopolitan Realty Company, 1953 54

Cuba, 1946 24

Denver, 1946 22-24
Eisenstein, Albert Sterling ( -1953) 57

Election, 1952, Primary 53, 54

First Universalist Church, Lynn, MA 39, 68, 75
General Electric Company, 1948 31, 32, 34-41
General Electric Company, Lynn, Massachusetts, 1954-1961 62-88

Greeting cards--Christmas

36, 37, 48, 66, 74, 82, 85,
95

Harris, Sigmund 62
Hindman, Virginia 37
Hospitals 5,19
Hutchins, James Henry 31, 45, 67
Insurance, 1946-1951 22-26, 34, 47, 48
Johnson, Arthur A. 59
Johnson, Nancy 69
Kellogg, Marion 31,32
Louisville General Hospital, Kentucky, 1945 19
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Nuclear 87-97
Engineering Department

Merwin, James B. 1
Missouri Baptist Hospital, St. Louis, 1943 5
Missouri Boys' State, Fulton, 1942 4
Missouri. Board of Health 1

Moon, Merl Perrott 19
National Service Life Insurance, 1946-1951 22-26, 34,47, 48
Nuclear weapons, 1960s 93

Phi Beta Kappa, 1952 53
Physics, Research 34-97

Pi Beta Phi Sorority, Alumnae Club Members 98

Real Estate Business, 1950s 52,65,74
Rusk, Henry P. 98

Scott, DR (1887-1954) 58
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Subject Folders
Sides, Paul J. 19
Singleton, Mary G. 37
Southwick, Elizabeth 36-41
Southwick, Florence 40, 42-84
Space Technology Laboratories, Inc., Project Vela, 1962 93
Stephens, Frank Fletcher (1878-1966) 5, 46, 85, 89

Stephens, Louise Irby Trenholme (1890-1966)

19, 31, 34, 48, 53, 57, 61,
66

Swain, Florence 84-97
Swain, Henry O., Jr. 84
Tennessee, Oak Ridge, 1957 72-74
Tracerlab, Incorporated, Boston, MA, 1953-1954 54-62
Trathen A47-54
Trenholme, Elizabeth 42-97
Trenholme, Margery 74
Trenholme, Norman Maclaren (1874-1925) 98
Trenholme, William Maclaren (1925-2008) 1-98
U.S. Harry S. Truman Library, Site, 1954 58
U.S. Naval Electronics School, Treasure Island, CA, 1951 45-47
U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, D.C., 1953 56
U.S. Naval Reserve Officers' Training Corps, 1945 16-21
U.S. Naval Reserve Research Seminar, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 1954 |62
U.S. Naval Training School, Louisville, Kentucky, 1943-1946 6-21
U.S. Navy, 8th Destroyer Squadron 98
U.S. Navy, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, 1945 19
U.S. Navy, Combat Information Center, Boston, 1952 49, 50
U.S. Navy, Officers Organization Course, 1946 22
U.S. Navy, Procurement Office 5

U.S. Veterans Administration, National Service Life Insurance, 1951 |48
Unitarian Universalist Association, Massachusetts, 1963 97
Universalist Church, Massachusetts 39, 68, 75
Universalist-Unitarian Summer Series, Massachusetts, 1962 92,93
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, Department of Physics 42-45
University of Louisville, Kentucky, U.S. Naval Training School, 1943- |6-21
1946

University of Missouri, Laboratory School, 1935 2

Veterans--Insurance

22-26,34,41,47, 48

Westinghouse Electric Company, Recruitment, 1946

21
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Subject

Folders

Willard Keith

24-30
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