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INTRODUCTION 
 Correspondence, sermon notes, sermons, pastor's books, daybooks and 
scrapbooks of a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, bishop, and president 
of Central College, Fayette, Missouri. Part of his personal library is in the State Historical 
Society of Missouri reference collection. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by Mrs. W.A. 
Bloom on 1 March 1968 (Accession No. 518).  An addition was made on 16 October 
1974 by Mrs. W.A. Bloom (Accession No. 1099). 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 William Fletcher McMurry was born on a farm in Shelby County, Missouri, on 
June 29, 1864, a son of W.W. McMurry, a Methodist minister and farmer.  He attended 
St. Charles College in St. Charles, Missouri, and Central College in Fayette.  Licensed to 
preach in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 1884, he subsequently held 
pastorates in St. Joseph, Macon, Richmond, and St. Louis, Missouri.  He directed church 
extension work for twelve years form the headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky, and was 
elected bishop in 1918.  He became president of Central College in Fayette in 1924, a 
position he held until 1930.  He died in St. Louis on 17 January 1934. 
 
FOLDER LIST 
 
f. 1-11 Small calendar, pastor, expense books kept during 1885-1934 when  

Bishop McMurry was minister of Methodist churches in Fayette,  
Richmond, Macon, St. Joseph, St. Louis, Missouri.  Other small,  
memorandum-type books. 

f. 12-15 Papers and notebooks kept while Secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension, M.E. Church, South at Louisville, Kentucky, 1906-1918. 

f. 16-19 Personal and professional correspondence while touring the Orient on 
church business, 1918-1919. 

f. 20 Copies of official documents and correspondence pertaining to the 
Constitution and Doctrine of the M.E. Church, South, 1922-1925. 

f. 21-27 Miscellaneous items, including newspaper clippings about attempts to 
unify northern and southern Methodist churches, 1922-1925. 

f. 28-40 Sermon notes with Bible texts for each. 
f. 41-44 Complete sermons preached at special occasions. 
f. 45-47 Addresses on a variety of general topics. 
f. 48-56 Personal and professional correspondence with other Methodist 

bishops. 
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 f. 48-49 Collins Denny 
 f. 50 E.R. Hendrix 
 f. 51-52 U.V.W. Darlington 
 f. 55 S.R. Hay 
 f. 56 W.H. Ainsworth 
f. 57 General correspondence 
f. 58-61 Newspaper clippings 
 f. 58 Shelby County, Missouri, Methodism. 
 f. 59 General Conference, M.E. Church, South, Birmingham, 

Alabama, 1906. 
 f. 60 Centenary Methodist Church, St. Louis, Missouri, 1906. 
 f. 61 Lawsuit called “Civil War Claim.”  M.E. Church, South vs. U.S. 

Government. 
f. 62 Issues of the St. Louis Christian Advocate, December 12, 1861; May 

16, 1906; June 13, 1906. 
f.  63 Lawsuit, St. James Academy vs. Ministerial Alliance, Macon, 

Missouri, 1891-1893. 
f. 64 Booklet of reports and clippings on the General Conference on 

Missions, 1918. 
f. 65 Pamphlet on Old Shawnee Mission by Edith Connelley Ross. 
f. 66 Correspondence, description, and photographs on McMurry College, 

Abilene, Texas. 
f. 67-76 Papers concerning the disciplining of three Methodist ministers by the 

church. 
v. 1-10 Scrapbooks 
 v. 1 Autobiographical sketch by W.W. McMurry, father of William 

Fletcher McMurry, who was a Methodist minister in Shelby 
County, Missouri. 

 v. 2 Scrapbook of events in career of her husband.  Compiled by 
Frances Byrd Davis McMurry. 

 v. 3 Newspaper clippings concerning William Fletcher McMurry. 
 v. 4 Newspaper clippings and articles on church extension work, 

1906-1918. 
 v. 5 Letters concerning election of McMurry to episcopacy and his 

trip to the Orient. 
 v. 6 News clippings and photographs about Bishop McMurry’s 

election to bishopric, 1918; more clippings and notes about trip 
to Orient, 1919. 

 v. 7 Personal family mementoes. 
 v. 8 Tributes, memorials, newspaper accounts after death of Bishop 

McMurry. 
 v. 9 Telegrams of sympathy and tribute. 
 v. 10 Miscellaneous items, mostly about Bishop McMurry. 
v. 11 The Methodist Record, Organ of the M.E. Church, South, November 1, 

1890-August 28, 1891. 
v. 12 The Daily Christian Advocate, Quadrennial Session, Hot Springs, 
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Arkansas, May 3, 1922, to May 23, 1922. 
  
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Folders Volumes 
Ainsworth, W. N. 56,69  
Akers, Shirley Jane 58  
Berger, Fred 70  
Berryman, Jerome C. (1810-1906) 58  
Bingham, Reed 69,71  
Bloom, Frances McMurry 18 v. 5,8,10 
Bounds, Thomas J. 58  
Bowley, George W. 58  
Breckenridge family 58  
Breckenridge, Alexander 58  
Brown, W. E. 68,71  
Bryan family 58  
Bryan, John Gano (1788-1860) 58  
Buford, William 58  
Burton, Clarence 71  
Burton, Mariana Cross McMurry  v. 2 
Bush, Helen 68,69,71  
Campbell, H. U. 75,76  
Candler, Warren A. 71-73,76  
Carlton, Murray 69  
Chapell, Jennie Headlee 58  
Chapman family 58  
Cross, William O. 58  
Crow, Benjamin 58  
Crow, Robert 58  
Crow, Walter 58  
Crowe, H. P. 68,71  
Cummings, Charles 58  
Daniels, Josephus (1862-1948) 16  
Darlington, U. V. W. 51,52  
Delassus, Carlos Dehault (1767-1842) 58  
Denny, Collins 48,49  
Detchmendy, Paschal 58  
Devlin, Joseph 58  
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Subject Folders Volumes 
Dines, Tyson 58  
Dobbs, Hoyt M. 73  
Donnelly, Ellenor Morrison 58  
Donnelly, James 58  
Evans, William 58  
Gardner, Frederick Dozier (1869-1933) 57  
George, Enoch 58  
Glascock family 58  
Godbey, J. E. 68, 71  
Goforth, Andrew 58  
Goforth, Ann Stevens 58  
Goforth, Joseph Ross 58  
Goforth, Lydia Harris 58  
Goforth, Miles 58  
Goforth, Sarah 58  
Goforth, Zachiriah 58  
Graggs, Elisha 58  
Harbison, J. C. 58  
Harris family 58  
Haw, Marvin T. 68, 69, 70, 71, 74 v. 4 
Headlee, Isaac Baker 58  
Headlee, John H. 58  
Hendrix, Eugene Russell (1847-1927) 50 v. 4 
Henley, H. M. 75, 76  
Henley, John S. 75, 76  
Holt, Ivan Lee (1886-1967) 68-72  
Hurry family 58  
Johnson, A. C. 68, 70, 71  
Jones family 58  
Kilgo, John Carlisle (1861-1922) 53, 54  
Ku Klux Klan, Missouri 67-70  
Lawson, Martin 73  
Lewis, John 58  
Long, H. M. (1814-1874) 58  
Long, Harriet Tong 58  
Maddin, Thomas 58  
Markley, Morse H. 74  
Marvin, Enoch M. (1823-1877)  v. 7 
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Subject Folders Volumes 
Mason family 58  
Mather, Thomas D. 73  
Maxwell family 58  
McCoy, Ananias 58  
McGehee, Charles D. 67-72  
McGehee, John S. 70  
McKendree, William (1757- ) 58  
McLaughlin, James 58  
McLaughlin, Thomas 58  
McLaughlin, William 58  
McLelland, William 58  
McMurry Chapel, Columbia, Missouri  v. 8, 10 
McMurry College, Abilene, Texas 66 v. 7 
McMurry, Berenice Van Cleve  v. 2 
McMurry, Claudia 18 v. 8, 10 
McMurry, Davis Wesley  v. 7 
McMurry, Frances Byrd Davis 18, 58 v. 8, 10 
McMurry, W. W. 58 v. 1, 7 
McMurry, Wesley Pettus  v. 2, 7 
McMurry, William Fletcher (1864-1934) 1-76 v. 1-10 
McMurry, William Fletcher, Jr.  v. 6, 8, 10 
McMurtrey, Elizabeth 58  
McMurtrey, Joseph 58  
McNabb family 58  
McNabb, John 58  
McNabb, William 58  
Mellow, Thomas 69  
Methodist Episcopal Church, South 1-76 v. 1-10 
Moore, John M. 69, 70  
Morris, Curtis 58  
Murphy, William 58  
Murrah, W. B. 69, 72  
Neely family 58  
O'Bryen, Mary Ballard 58  
Paul, John 58  
Reed, Helen 58  
Reed, Joseph 58  
Reed, Lodema 58  



C3487 McMurry, William Fletcher (1864-1934), Papers, 1885-1934 Page 6 
 

Subject Folders Volumes 
Reed, Robert 58  
Reed, William 58  
Reed, William, Sr. 58  
Rogers, John T. 70, 71  
Roper, Daniel C. (1867-1943) 57  
Ruggles, Martin 58  
Ruggles, Salmon 58  
Saunders, Cyrus A. 58  
Scripps, John (1785-1865) 58  
Seaburne family 58  
Sermons 28-44  
Sloan family 58  
Sloan, Ann Robinson 58  
Sloan, Fergus 58  
Sloan, Jane Stevenson 58  
Sloan, Sarah Goforth 58  
Sloan, William 58  
Sloan, William Stevenson 58  
Smith family 58  
Smith, Alfred F. 71  
St. James Military Academy, Macon, Missouri 63 v. 2 
Stevenson family 58  
Stevenson, Mary McLelland 58  
Stevenson, Robert 58  
Stevenson, Robert M. 58  
Stevenson, William 58  
Sullens, W. E. 68, 71, 72  
Swinney, James B. 73, 75  
Tadlock, Charles W. 68, 69, 71, 72  
Tennyson family 58  
Thomas, J. Wesley 58  
Todd, Joseph Stevensen 58  
Todd, Luther E. 68, 69, 71  
Todd, Mary E. Miller 58  
Townsend family 58  
Travis, John 58  
Treat, Gideon W. 58  
Tulk, John 58  
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Subject Folders Volumes 
Turner family 58  
Vandiver, Allie Headlee 58  
Vandiver, Willard Duncan (1854-1932) 58  
Vinyard family 58  
Wade, Festus 69  
Wakely, Lemuel 58  
Walker, Jesse 58  
Walter, Benjamin 58  
Wells, Frank L. 71, 72  
Wiley family 58  
Williams, John Cavitt 58  
Woods, William 58  
 
 


