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Biographical Note:  

 

Roy D. Williams was born in Boonville, Missouri, on 1 January 1881, the son of William Muir 

and Jessie Evans Williams. He attended Kemper Military School in Boonville and the University 

of Missouri in Columbia. While at the latter he was a member of Sigma Nu, Delta Theta Phi, and 

Theta Nu Epsilon. Although Williams did not attend law school, he learned law in the office of 

his father. Williams was admitted to the Missouri Bar in 1906 and engaged in private practice in 

Boonville. 

 

Williams was appointed to many important positions. He was chairman of the state's first Tax 

Commission, commissioner on the Kansas City Court of Appeals, special assistant to the 

attorney general of the United States, assistant to the district attorney of the Western District of 

Missouri, hearing officer for conscientious objectors, and board member of the Confederate 

Home in Higginsville. 

 

Williams served on the Boonville school board, was an honorary trustee of Kemper Military 

School, and was appointed an honorary colonel on the staffs of three Missouri governors--Smith, 

Blair, and Dalton. 

 

He was a member of the Missouri Academy of Squires, president of the State Historical Society 

of Missouri, and one of the organizers of the Boonslick Historical Society. He was past master of 

the Masons of Cooper Lodge and Ararat Shrine and a member of the Kiwanis Club. 

 

Roy D. Williams died in 1972 in Boonville. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following five series:  

  

Speeches 

Historical Figures 

Missouri Places 

Church Histories, Speeches, and Historical Notes 

Miscellaneous 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Speeches 

 

This series contains speeches that were given by Williams to various civic and patriotic 

organizations and are arranged alphabetically by organizational name. 

 

Historical Figures 

 

This series contains correspondence, notes, clippings, speeches, photographs, and miscellany on 

historical figures. This section is arranged alphabetically by surname. 
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Missouri Places 

 

This series contains correspondence, notes, speeches, pamphlets, and clippings, arranged 

alphabetically by place name. 

 

Church Histories, Speeches, and Historical Notes 

 

This series contains histories, speeches and notes on religious figures, religion, and cemeteries. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

This series contains correspondence; clippings; photographs; material on the Civil War, dueling, 

and politics; as well as two ledgers. 

 

Container List: 

 

Speeches Series 

 

f. l American Legion 

f. 2 Association of Postmasters 

f. 3-4 Bankers Association 

f. 5 Boy Scouts 

f. 6 Central Missouri Real Estate Association 

f. 7-10 Commencement 

f. 11 Confederate Home 

f. 12-15 Daughters of the American Revolution 

f. 16 Kiwanis Club 

f. 17 Knights of Columbus 

f. 18 Knights of Pythias 

f. 19 Knights Templar 

f. 20 Lions Club 

f. 21-22 Masons 

f. 23-27 Memorial 

f. 28 Probate Judges of Missouri 

f. 29 Rotary Club 

f. 30 St. Joseph's Hospital 

f. 31 Sorosis Club 

f. 32 United Daughters of the Confederacy 

f. 33 War Mothers 

f. 34-36 Miscellaneous 

 

Historical Figures Series 

 

f. 37 William H. Ashley 

f. 38-40 David Barton 

f. 41-43 George Caleb Bingham 

f. 44-45 Daniel Boone 

f. 46-47 Kit Carson 

f. 48-49 Hannah Allison Cole 

f. 50 Joseph Cooper 
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f. 51 Phil Donnelly 

f. 52 John Hardeman 

f. 53 Washington Irving 

f. 54-55 Frank and Jesse James 

f. 56 Lewis and Clark 

f. 57 Will Rogers 

f. 58 John Sappington  

f. 59 Lon V. Stephens 

f. 60-61 Williams family 

 

Missouri Places Series 

 

f. 62-63 Arrow Rock 

f. 64-70 Boonslick country 

f. 71-73 Boonville 

f. 74-76 Towns Named Boonville 

f. 77 Callaway County 

f. 78-80 Cooper County 

f. 81 Glasgow 

f. 82 Howard County 

f. 84 Saline County 

f. 85 Sedalia 

f. 86-87 Kemper Military School 

f. 88-89 Santa Fe Trail 

 

Church Histories, Speeches, and Historical Notes Series 

 

f. 90 Cemeteries 

f. 91 Church histories 

f. 92 Presbyterian Church, Boonville 

f. 93 Presbyterian Church in the United States history 

f. 94-97 Religion and religious figures 

 

Miscellaneous Series 

 

f. 98-99 Civil War 

f. 100 Dueling 

f. 101 Law and politics 

f. 102 Poetry 

f. 103-105 Missouri Academy of Squires 

f. 106 Rod and Gun Club 

f. 107-110 Correspondence 

f. 111-114 Clippings 

f. 115-119 Miscellany 

f. 120 Photographs 

f. 121 Physician’s ledger, 1853-1885 

f. 122 E.C. Evans ledger, 1857-1858 
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Index: 
 

Index Terms Folders Image 

Abele, Emil 36 
 

Ashley, William Henry (1778-1838) 12,37 
 

Automobile accidents 120 Yes 

Bank of England 3  

Banks and banking--England 3  

Banks and banking--Missouri 3,4  

Barter 4  

Barton, David (1783-1837) 12,38-40  

Barton, David (1783-1837) 40 Yes 

Bingham, George Caleb (1811-1879) 12,41-43  

Blacks 121  

Bland, Ewing C. (1882-1949) 23  

Boatmen's National Bank, St. Louis 4  

Boone, Daniel (1734-1820) 34,44,45  

Boone's Lick Road--Markers 70 Yes 

Boon's Lick Country 64-70  

Boonville Christian Church, Boonville, Missouri 91  

Boonville Methodist Church, Boonville, Missouri 91  

Boy Scouts 5  

Carson, Christopher (1809-1868) 46,47  

Cemeteries--Missouri 90 Yes 

Churches, Missouri 91  

Civil War 98,99  

Civil War--Battle of Boonville 99  

Civil War--Battle of Lexington, Missouri 98  

Civil War--Battle of Pilot Knob 98  

Civil War--Battle of Wilson's Creek, 1861 98  

Clark, William (1770-1838) 56  

Cole, Hannah Allison (1762-1845) 48  

Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893--Mementos 61  

Cooper Institute, Boonville, Missouri 80  

Cooper, Joseph (1792- ) 50  

Democratic Party, Missouri 34  

Donnelly, Phil M. (1891-1961) 51  

Dueling 100  

Dunn, Thomas 24  

Education 7-10  

Elderly men, 1920 120 Yes 
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Evangelical Church, Boonville, Missouri 91  

Evans, E. C. 121  

Evans, Robert Lee 24  

Farm buildings 37 Yes 

Fathers 34  

First Presbyterian Church, Boonville, Missouri 92  

Fishing 120 Yes 

Floods--Missouri, Boon's Lick Country 70 Yes 

Folklore 2  

Frank, William F. (1874-1938) 24  

Franklin, Benjamin (1706-1790) 16  

Freemasons 21, 22  

Fur trade 4  

Gardens--Missouri 32  

Groom, Clay 18  

Hamilton, Alexander (1757-1804) 16  

Hardeman, John 52  

Hardeman's Garden, Howard County, Missouri 52  

Houses--Missouri, Boon's Lick Country 70 Yes 

Hunter, Oak (1877-1958) 24  

Hurricane Deck, Camden County, Missouri 120 Yes 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Boonville, Missouri 91  

Irving, Washington (1783-1859) 53  

Jackson, Andrew (1767-1845) 35  

Jackson, Claiborne Fox (1806-1862) 2  

Jackson, Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" (1824-1863) 32  

James, Frank (1844-1915) 54, 55  

James, Jesse Woodson (1847-1882) 54, 55  

Jefferson, Thomas (1743-1826) 16  

Kansas, Dodge City, 1929 120 Yes 

Kemper Military Academy, Boonville, Missouri 86, 87  

Kerns, W. B. 25  

Kiwanis Club, Boonville, Missouri 16  

Landscape architecture 32  

Law--Missouri 28, 101  

Lee, Robert Edward (1807-1870) 32  

Legends--Missouri 31  

Legends--Missouri, Arrow Rock 2  

Leonard, Abiel (1797-1863) 89  

Lewis, Meriwether (1774-1809) 56  
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Lincoln, Abraham (1809-1865) 5  

Madison, James (1751-1836) 16  

Major, Sam 25  

McCabe House, Pilot Grove, Missouri 80 Yes 

McClelland, J. W. 25  

Medicine--Practice, 1850s-1880s 121, 122  

Men, 1920 120 Yes 

Men's fashion, c. 1910 120 Yes 

Men--Societies 61  

Missouri, Arrow Rock 2, 13, 62, 63  

Missouri, Boone County, William Maupin School District 61  

Missouri, Boone County. Bear Creek School District 61  

Missouri, Boonville 71-73, 121, 122  

Missouri, Boonville--Schools 7  

Missouri, Bunceton 21  

Missouri, Callaway County 77  

Missouri, Cooper County 78-80  

Missouri, Franklin 82  

Missouri, Glasgow 81  

Missouri, Howard County 2, 18, 81, 82  

Missouri, Moberly 8  

Missouri, New Franklin 8  

Missouri, Pilot Grove 80 Yes 

Missouri, Saline County 34, 84  

Missouri, Sedalia 16, 85  

Missouri. Academy of Squires 103-105  

Missouri. Bank of 4  

Missouri. Confederate Home, Higginsville 11  

Missouri. Constitution 15  

Missouri--History, Local 2, 7, 8, 12, 13, 16, 18, 

28-31, 34 

 

Morris, George 25  

Mortgages 3  

Mothers 33  

Nelson, A. W. 25  

Nick Carter Weekly 120 Yes 

Old Bethel Church, Cape Girardeau, Missouri 91  

Patriotism 5, 6, 12-19, 28, 34, 36  

Pendleton, William D. 26  

Presbyterian Church, United States 93  
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Public Schools 7-10  

Railroads, Missouri 16  

Roach, Sidney Crain (1876-1934) 26  

Rod and Gun Club, Boonville, Missouri 106  

Rogers, Will (1879-1935) 57  

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano (1882-1945) 1  

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Boonville, 

Missouri 

91  

Santa Fe Trail 88, 89  

Sappington, John (1776-1856) 58  

School buildings--Missouri 61  

Semple, Walter D. 26  

Shackleford, Dorsey W. (1853-1936) 26  

Slaves 121  

St. Joseph's Hospital, Boonville, Missouri 73 Yes 

Stephens, Lon Vest (1858-1923) 59  

Tidwell, George E. 120 Yes 

Tintypes 61 Yes 

Tombstones 38, 40 Yes 

Tuttle, Joe 26  

U.S. Constitution 6, 12-16, 28  

Vest, George Graham (1830-1904) 60  

Walker, A. W. 27  

Walnut Grove Cemetery, Boonville, Missouri 28, 90  

Washington D.C. 35  

Washington, George (1732-1799) 16, 19, 36  

Washington, George (1732-1799) 16, 19, 36  

Williams family 60, 61  

Williams, Marcus 60  

Williams, Roy D. (1881-1972) 1-120 Yes 

Williams, Walter 60, 61, 107  

Williams, William M. 61  

Windsor, John Horace 27  

Women--Political activity 34  

Wooldridge, Harry 27  

Wyan, Jacob Fortney 22, 60  

Zuzak, Herman 27  

 


