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INTRODUCTION 
 Correspondence and files belonging to St. Louis attorney James H. Meredith concerning 
Stuart Symington's 1952-1960 campaigns for U. S. Senate and President, for which Meredith 
acted as Missouri state coordinator.   
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The James H. Meredith Papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Mr. 
Meredith on 1 August 1973 (Accession No. 3928). 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 James Hargrove Meredith was born 25 August 1914 in Wedderburn, Oregon.  In 1937 he 
graduated from the University of Missouri with an LL.B..  That same year he was admitted to the 
Missouri bar and began practicing law in New Madrid County.  From 1942 to 1944 he was a 
special agent for the F.B.I., and from 1944 to 1946 he served in the U. S. Naval Reserve.   
 After World War II Meredith resumed his New Madrid County law practice until 1952, 
when he became a partner in the St. Louis firm of Stolar, Kuhlmann, and Meredith.  In 1952 he 
also became the statewide campaign coordinator for Stuart Symington in Symington's run for the 
U.S. Senate.  Meredith remained Symington's point man in Missouri through the Senator's 
unsuccessful bid for President in 1960, after which he became a partner in the Washington, D.C., 
law firm of Stuart and Meredith. 
 In 1962 Meredith was appointed judge to the U.S. District Court, Eastern District, 
Missouri, and in 1971 was appointed Chief Judge, a post he held until 1979.  In 1979 and 1980 
Meredith served as judge on the U.S. Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. 
 Throughout his professional life James Meredith served on many special boards and 
committees in St. Louis and throughout the state including the Missouri Insurance Department, 
1949-1952; the Missouri Mental Health Commission, 1961-1962; and the U.S. Judicial 
Conference, 1971-1987. 
 Meredith died 8 December 1988 in St. Louis. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 The James H. Meredith Papers document Stuart Symington's Missouri campaigns for his 
successful bids for U.S. Senator in 1952 and 1958, and his unsuccessful "Favorite Son" 
campaigns for the U.S. Presidency in 1956 and 1960.  The collection consists primarily of 
correspondence to and from Symington's campaign coordinator, but also includes newsclippings, 
voting statistics, and lists of campaign volunteers and contributors.  This collection is arranged 
into two series:  Correspondence and Campaign Files. 
 Much of the Correspondence deals with setting up county organizations around the state 
to work for the election and re-election of Stuart Symington:  asking people to serve on 
committees, thanking them for doing so, and setting forth agendas and financial quotas for each 
county.  At the same time, Meredith was also in contact with Symington's Administrative 

http://shs.umsystem.edu/manuscripts
mailto:shsresearch@umsystem.edu


C 3886  Meredith, James H. (1914-1988), Papers, 1952-1961 page 2 
 
Assistant in Washington, D.C., Stanley Fike; coordinating personal appearance schedules, 
distribution of campaign literature, and press releases.  The Correspondence Series is arranged 
chronologically. 
 The Campaign Files are arranged by subject matter and then chronologically within each 
subject.  This series consists of lists of campaign volunteers; financial reports; and voting 
statistics, by county, of most of the major state-wide elections held from 1952 to 1958.  Included 
in this series is miscellaneous material consisting of two road maps marking Symington's 
campaign stops in 1958; a blueprint of Missouri lands owned by the National Livestock and 
Mining Company of Seattle, Washington; and a 1958 copy of the Democratic National 
Committee rules. 
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FOLDER LIST 
 
Correspondence Series 
 
f. 1-5  1952 January-June 
f. 6-12  1952 July-October 
f. 13  1953 
f. 14  1955 
f. 15-18 1956 January-March 
f. 19-23 1956 April-June 
f. 24-26 1956 July-September 
f. 27  1956 December 
f. 28-30 1957 January-March 
f. 31-32 1957 April-June 
f. 33-35 1957 July-September 
f. 36-40 1957 October-December 
f. 41-43 1958 January 
f. 44-47 1958 February 
f. 48-52 1958 March 
f. 53-57 1958 April 
f. 58-62 1958 May 
f. 63-67 1958 June 
f. 68-73 1958 July 
f. 74  1958 July-August 
f. 75-77 1958 August 
f. 78-80 1958 September 
f. 81-85 1958 October 
f. 86-87 1958 November-December 
f. 88-90 1959 January-March 
f. 91-93 1959 April-June 
f. 94-96 1959 July-September 
f. 97-99 1959 October-December 
f. 100-102 1960 January-March 
f. 103-106 1960 April-June 
f. 107-109 1960 July-September 
f. 110-112 1960 October-December 
f. 113  1961 
 
Campaign Files Series 
 
f. 114-115 Committees, 1952-1958 
f. 117-119 Financial Reports, 1952 
f. 120  Financial Report, 1958 
f. 121-132 Financial Reports, Counties, 1958 
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Campaign Files Series (con'd) 
 
f. 133-136 Mailing Lists, 1952 
f. 137  Voting Statistics, 1952 
f. 137a  Voting Statistics, 1958 
f. 138-139 Miscellaneous 
 
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Folders 
Advertising--Political, 1950s 8,15,18,23,38,41,44,57-59,61-64,69,70,74,78,80-84 
Advertising--Political, 1960 96,102 
Agriculture, 1950s 18 
Agriculture--Government policy, 1950s 14,19,39,63,77,92 
Alexander, Ralph L. 15 
Alyard, James P. 15,16 
Apple, Walter W. 22,24,25,28,29,32,34,38,39,40-43,52,54,55,66,67,81,82,84,96 
Bacon, Charles L. (1909- ) 63,68,72,75,82,84 
Baker, Thomas Frazier, III (1918- ) 16-19,23-25,37,38,53,70,72,76,77,90,91,95 
Banks and banking, 1950s 4 
Baseball, 1950s 25 
Becker, William H. 15,20 
Best Stamp and Manufacturing 
Company, Kansas City, Missouri 

18-20,22-24,54,59,62-64,73,92 

Blacks, 1950s 91,98 
Blacks--Civil rights, 1960s 18,98,103 
Blacks--Suffrage, 1950s 32,35,84 
Blair, James T., Jr. (1902-1962) 75,77,104 
Blanton, David E. 14,17,23,24,34 
Bottger, Lorna 56,62 
Brown, Charles H. (1920- ) 72,73,92,96,98,99 
Brown, Joseph 84 
Butler, Paul M. (1905-1961) 18,20,21,50,76,100,104 
Campaign funds, 1952 6,7,23,117 
Campaign funds, 1956 26 
Campaign funds, 1958 44,49,50,52-54,56-58,61,63,65,66,68,73,80,82-84,86,87,120-

132 
Campaign funds, 1960 91,95,98,101,104 
Campaign literature, 1958 62,138 
Campaign literature, c. 1954 138 
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Subject Folders 
Cannon, Clarence (1879-1964) 15,22,70,71 
Clay, Stanley P. 8,9,11,40,41,53,54,61,100,101,105 
Clifford, Clark McAdams (1906-1998) 108,138 
Communism, 1950s 18 
Conran, James V. 14,47,75 
Cook, Sam B. (1922- ) 37,44-46,49,51,52-54,56-58,60-66,68,69,71-73,76,80-82,86-

88,96,104,105 
Cox, Lester Edmund (1895-1968) 44,46,52,54,60,62,66,73,75 
Curry, Charles E. 96,104 
Davis, Chester L. 14 
Davis, True, Jr. (1919-2003) 76,77 
Davis, Will 14 
Democratic National Committee, 1950s 138 
Democratic National Convention, 1952 8 
Democratic National Convention, 1956 22-25 
Denning, Elva 14 
Eagleton, Thomas Francis (1929-2007) 56, 60, 62, 63, 79 
Eisenhower, Dwight David (1890-1969) 18 
Election, 1952, Presidential 14-17, 19-25, 137 
Election, 1952--Missouri Gubernatorial 137 
Election, 1952--Missouri lieutenant 
governor 

137 

Election, 1952--Missouri secretary of 
state 

137 

Election, 1952--Missouri Senatorial 5-11, 23, 116-117, 133-137 
Election, 1952--Missouri State Treasurer 137 
Election, 1952--Missouri, attorney 
general 

137 

Election, 1956, Presidential 18 
Election, 1958--Missouri Congressional 137a 
Election, 1958--Missouri judicial 137a 
Election, 1958--Missouri Senatorial 58, 60, 63, 68, 71, 73, 76, 77, 87, 116, 120-132, 137a 
Election, 1958--Missouri state 
representative 

147a 

Election, 1958--Missouri state senatorial 137a 
Election, 1960, Presidential 38, 43, 58, 61, 76-77, 81, 86, 88, 90-106 
Equal Rights Amendment 68, 69 
Farrington, Richard 14 
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Subject Folders 
Fike, Stanley R. (1913-1989) 14-113 
Gas, Natural--Government policy, 1950s 16 
Gillette, Guy Mark (1879-1973) 6, 7 
Gilmore, Durward Wilson (1911- ) 17-19, 23, 24, 37, 43, 44, 46, 52, 67-69, 75, 77, 86, 91, 93, 95-

97, 99, 101, 103, 104, 108 
Guilfoil, Thomas J. 43 
Hearnes, Warren Eastman (1923-2009) 14, 16, 25 
Hennings, Thomas C., Jr. (1903-1960) 38 
Hospitals, Missouri, Springfield, 1950s 73, 75 
Houx, Edwin C. (1912- ) 14, 25, 37 
Howard, Charles H. 49-52, 56-57, 59-61, 65, 78, 86, 100 
Jones, Jack C. (1918- ) 18, 21, 22, 25, 66, 68, 71 
Kennedy, John Fitzgerald (1917-1963) 94, 98, 105 
Kirkpatrick, James C. (1905-1997) 52 
Lucy, Leonard C. 75 
Lucy, Raymond 3 
Maupin, Wade W. (1901-1959) 14 
McHaney, Flake L. (1920- ) 14, 46, 49, 51, 64 
McIlroy, John M. (1913- ) 14, 16 
Meredith, James H. (1914-1988) 1-139 
Mississippi River Commission 16 
Missouri, St. Joseph, 1950s 1 
Mooney, Betty 72, 75, 77 
Nacy, Richard R. (1895-1961) 15, 19, 21, 22, 23, 37 
National Livestock and Mining Company, 
Seattle, WA 

139 

Nolan, F. J. Patrick 98, 100-103 
Oliver, John W. 14, 16, 43 
Palmer, Hazel 67-70, 77 
Patterson, Pat 3 
Paul, James L. 14, 17, 20, 26, 47, 101 
Politics, Missouri, 1950s 4, 8-11, 14-26, 32, 34-84, 86-87, 89-99, 105, 114-138 
Politics, Missouri, 1960s 100-106 
Radio advertising, 1950s 83 
Reed, Ronald S. 14, 42-44, 54, 58, 61, 65, 67, 69, 70, 72, 101 
Religion and politics, 1950s 4 
Riddle, Veryl L. 14 
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Subject Folders 
Road maps, Missouri 139 
Roads 47, 138 
Roberts, Willa Mae (1887-1961) 14, 16, 19, 60, 61, 62, 68, 97, 100, 105 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano (1882-1945) 18 
Slusher, H. E. (1893-1982) 15 
Smoking 38, 41 
Spradling, Albert M. 75, 77, 98 
Steward, V. H. 14 
Story, A. L. 16, 24, 37, 47, 95 
Symington, Stuart (1901-1988) 1-139 
Taylor, J. E. 6, 7, 9, 70 
Truman, Harry S (1884-1972) 14, 18, 23, 98, 100, 103, 105 
U.S. Reconstruction Finance Corporation 5 
United Negro Democratic Organization 84 
Universal Match Corporation, St. Louis 15, 16, 57, 60, 73, 82, 86, 97, 102 
Women--Political activity, 1950s 55, 56, 60, 62-64, 67-70, 72, 80 
 


