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Biographical Note:  

 

Victoria Alberta “Bird” Payne was born on 5 July 1859.  She married James Monroe Slusher on 

18 November 1879. They moved to the area around Dover, Missouri, and had three children, 

though only Elizabeth Lorene Slusher and James Alvin Slusher survived to adulthood.  

  

On 7 July 1894 James, Sr. died while trying to save his young son from drowning. Soon 

afterward Bird and her children moved to Lexington, Missouri. There James, Jr. attended 

Wentworth Academy and Elizabeth married Pearl Ragland Smith, a local attorney, in 1901.  

  

Elizabeth and Pearl had one daughter, Alberta Louise Smith, born in December 1902. In 1905, 

James left Lexington and moved around the country. He joined the Army in 1911 and was 

stationed in the American West, the Philippine Islands, and briefly in France at the end of World 

War I. After leaving the Army he moved to California, where he stayed until his death in 1933. 

 

In 1915, Pearl died of tuberculosis and Elizabeth and Alberta moved in with Bird. Alberta 

married Benjamin Eaton Slusher in 1930, and in June 1931 they had their only child, James B. 

Slusher.  

 

Bird Slusher died in July 1957, Alberta Slusher died in 1976, Elizabeth Smith died in 1977, and 

Benjamin Slusher died in 1982. All four lived in the same house until their deaths.  

  

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series:  

  

Personal 

Business 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Slusher family papers consist of correspondence between the Slusher and Payne families in 

Missouri and Virginia and document their lives spanning one hundred years. Pearl Smith’s 

account books are also included. 

 

The Personal series consists of correspondence arranged chronologically. Included are family 

letters and a few news clippings. Many of the letters were written by relatives in Virginia to Bird, 

Elizabeth, and Alberta; and James wrote home frequently during his military service in the 

1910s. There are many references to agriculture, the economy, and local news.   

 

The Business series is comprised of six of Pearl Smith’s account books, plus a farm ledger. Two 

of the ledgers include Smith’s notary records. The first four ledgers were numbered by Smith and 

are arranged chronologically. 

 

Container List: 
 

Personal Series 

 

f. 1 1874-1899 

f. 2 1900-1905 
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f. 3 1906-1909 

f. 4 1910 

f. 5 1911 

f. 6 1912 

f. 7 1913 

f. 8 1914 

f. 9 1915 

f. 10 1916 

f. 11 1917 

f. 12 1918 

f. 13 1919 

f. 14 1920-1925 

f. 15 1926-1929 

f. 16 1930-1933 

f. 17 1934-1939 

f. 18 1940s 

f. 19 1950-1955 

f. 20 1956-1957 

f. 21 1958-1959 

f. 22 1960-1968 

f. 23 1970-1974 

f. 24 Undated 

 

Business Series 

 

v. 1 Account Ledger, 1910-1911 

v. 2 Account Ledger and Notary Record, 1912 

v. 3 Account Ledger and Notary Record, 1912-1913 

v. 4 Account Ledger, 1913-1962 

v. 5 Account Ledger, 1901-1904 

v. 6 Account Ledger, 1911-1912; Journal, 1936-1965 

v. 7 Farming Ledger, 1883-1890 

 

Index:  
 

Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Account books--Agriculture, 1880s 
 

v. 7 

Account books--Lawyers, 1900s-1910s 
 

v. 1-6 

Agriculture--Idaho 22 
 

Agriculture--Missouri 5-8, 12, 14-21 
 

Arizona, Phoenix 7 
 

Button, Clifford H. (1878-1976) 21-23 
 

California, San Francisco 11, 14, 20 
 

Colorado, Denver 2 
 

Depressions, Economic, 1930s 16, 17 
 

Election, 1928--Presidential 15 
 

Election, 1932--Presidential 16 
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Index Terms Folders Volumes 

Election, 1957--Virginia gubernatorial 20 
 

Fraternities and sororities--University of Missouri 20 
 

Influenza, 1918 12 
 

Korean War, 1950-1953 19 
 

Land prices, 1920s 15 
 

Missouri State Sanitarium, Mt. Vernon 2, 8 
 

Missouri, Columbia 20 
 

Missouri, Excelsior Springs 3 
 

Missouri, Golden City 3-9 
 

Missouri, Lake of the Ozarks 6, 20 
 

Missouri, Lexington 1-21 
 

Missouri--Notary publics, 1910s 
 

v. 2, 3 

Payne, Elizabeth Catherine (1831-1928) 15 
 

Phi Gamma, University of Missouri 20 
 

Philippine Islands 9-10 
 

Rhodes, John T. (1864-1925) 14 
 

School integration--Virginia 21 
 

Segregation 20 
 

Sick 22, 24 
 

Slusher, James A., Jr. (1886-1933) 5-13, 24 
 

Slusher, Victoria Alberta "Bird" (1859-1957) 1-20 
 

Smith, Elizabeth Lorene (1882-1977) 2-21 
 

Smith, Pearl Ragland ( -1915) 
 

v. 1-6 

Texas, El Paso 5 
 

Tuberculosis--Medical care, 1910s 7-9 
 

U.S. Army--Military life 5-13 
 

Virginia, Mine Run 3, 7, 12-17, 19-21 
 

Virginia, Orange 3, 20 
 

World War, 1914-1918 9 
 

World War, 1939-1945 17-18 
 

Zoar Church, Orange County, Virginia 3, 7, 12-17, 19-22 
 

 


