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Biographical Note:  

 

Irvine Woodrow Davis was born January 13, 1916, in Nelson, Missouri, to William Percy Davis 

and Bessie Woolery. Nona Myrom Davis was born in Nella, Arkansas, July 13, 1914, to John 

Wilburn Bell and Lorena Hildebrand. The couple married May 14, 1939, in Houstonia, Missouri. 
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They had one son, George, who died in infancy in 1940, and one daughter, Joyce Nadean Davis, 

born October 10, 1941. Nona was a school teacher, having received degrees from the Central 

Missouri State Teachers College and Missouri Valley College. She helped Irvine on their farm 

near Miami, Missouri, until they sold the farm and moved to Independence, Missouri, in 1959, 

where Irvine worked at the Leeds General Motors plant.   

  

Joyce Davis attended public schools in Marshall, Missouri, and received her BA from William 

Jewell College. She also acquired degrees at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

University of North Carolina, and Duke University. Joyce held numerous positions in libraries 

throughout the country, ending her career as the Director of Library Services for Emporia State 

University in Kansas. She traveled to China several times to address the National Library of 

China in Beijing.   

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following five series:  

  

Joyce Davis  

Nona Davis  

Davis Family Genealogy 

Susquehanna Neighborhood 

Photographs and Slides 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Joyce Davis series includes her school records, diaries and scrapbooks, correspondence, and 

China trip information.  

 

The Nona Bell series contains school records, journals, and correspondence.  

 

The Davis Family Genealogy series contains newspaper clippings, funeral announcements, 

family histories, copies of county records, and correspondence.  

 

The Susquehanna Neighborhood series includes directories and rosters of the neighborhood 

association and information regarding the Susquehanna Baptist Church.  

 

The Photographs and Slides series documents the Davis, Bell, Woolery, Schanz, Dayton and 

Cartee families and also includes vacation photos, family reunions, and photographs of Joyce’s 

trips to China.  

 

Container List: 
 

Joyce Davis Series 

 

f. 1 School records 

f. 2 Marshall High School  

f. 3 Marshall High School graduation 

f. 4 William Jewell College 

f. 5 Diplomas 

f. 6 Joyce Davis biographical information 
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f. 7 Joyce Davis, miscellaneous records and articles 

f. 8-10 China trips 

f. 11-12 Professional papers 

f. 13 Photographs 

f. 14 Joyce Davis wedding 

f. 15-16 Diaries, 1957, 1991, 2002-2003, 2005, 2010 

f. 17 Square dancing materials 

f. 18-21 Scrapbooks, 1950s 

 

Nona Bell Davis Series 

 

f. 22 Recipe book, memory book 

f. 23 Farm record, 1959-1965, Miami, Mo.; Happy traveler’s book 

f. 24 Glorietta Baptist Assembly 

f. 25 Autograph books 

f. 26 Graduation from Houstonia High School, 1935 

f. 27 Burial information for Nona Bell Davis 

f. 28-32 Journals and notebooks 

f. 33 School directories for Nona and Joyce Davis 

 

Davis Family Genealogy Series 

 

f. 34 Real estate records for Miami, Missouri, farm 

f. 35 Davis family genealogical records 

f. 36 Davis, Schanz, Cartee, and Woolery genealogical records 

f. 37 Davis family miscellaneous certificates 

f. 38 Davis family deed records 

f. 39 Davis family probate records 

f. 40 Irvin Davis Medicare claim, 1995 

f. 41 Bell and Davis family genealogical records 

f. 42 Dayton family records 

f. 43-50 Davis family correspondence, 1938-2009 

 

Susquehanna Neighborhood Series 

 

f. 51-53 Susquehanna Baptist Church directories, 1968-1988 

f. 54 Susquehanna Baptist Church records, miscellaneous, 1960-1974 

f. 55 Susquehanna Home Owners Association, Rosters, 1962-1969 

f. 56 Susquehanna Home Owners Association, Rosters, 1972-1985 

 

Photographs and Slides Series 

 

f. 57 School pictures 

f. 58 Photo album, 1929-1930s 

f. 59 Bell and Davis families 

f. 60 Clifford Bell family 

f. 61 Davis and Schanz families 

f. 62 Cartee, Hildebrand, and Bell families 

f. 63 Bell and Cartee families 

f. 64 Woolery family 
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f. 65-72 Davis family 

f. 73-74 Irvine and Nona Bell fiftieth anniversary album, May 14, 1989 

f. 75 Family reunions, 1980s 

f. 76 Vacations, 1981-1991 

f. 77 Photographs, 1984 

f. 78 Photographs, 1985 

f. 79 Photographs, 1985-1988 

f. 80 Photographs, 1988-1992 

f. 81 Photographs, Joyce Davis trip to Amsterdam, 1985 

f. 82 Photographs, Joyce Davis trip to China, 1988 

f. 83 Photographs, Joyce Davis trip to China, 1990 

f. 84 Photographs, Joyce Davis trip to China, 1992 

f. 85 Photographs, Joyce Davis trip, South American cruise, 2002 

f. 86 Photo album, 1986-1988, Joyce Davis 

Box 1 Slides – vacations, 1960s 

Box 2 Slides – vacations, 1969-1970s 
 

Index: 

 

Index Terms Folders Image 

Bell family 41 
 

Bell family 58, 59, 62, 63 y 

Bell, Clifford 60 y 

Cartee family 62, 63 y 

Davis family 59-81 y 

Davis, Irvine Woodrow (1916-1997) 34-49 
 

Davis, Joyce Nadean (1941- ) 1-21, 50 
 

Davis, Joyce Nadean (1941- ) 13 y 

Davis, Nona Bell (1914-1999) 22-49 
 

Davis, Nona Bell (1914-1999) 57 y 

Dayton family 42 
 

Herndon, Bayard 14 
 

Hildebrand family 62 y 

Missouri, Independence--Susquehanna Baptist Church 51-54 
 

Missouri, Independence--Susquehanna Village 55-56 
 

Missouri, Marshall--High School 2, 3 
 

Schanz family 36 
 

Schanz family 61 y 

School records 1-5, 26, 33 
 

Woolery family 36 
 

Woolery family 64 y 

  


