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INTRODUCTION 
 The research material of a hotel management instructor whose work resulted in 
the publication Historic Hotels of Missouri: Hotels, Inns, and Taverns of 19th Century 
Missouri. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by David A. 
James on 6 June 2008 (Accession No. 6183). 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 According to the preface of his book, David A. James taught an introductory class 
in hotel management and became interested in hotel history when he came across a 
collection of old hotel monthly magazines, published originally by John Willy, Chicago, 
and read by hotel managers across the nation. The magazines dated from the 1890s and 
featured articles ranging from the introduction of recently opened hotels across the U.S. 
to topics dealing with the problems of operating hotels in the early 20th century.  
 He realized that early hotel operational history had been lost, including early hotel 
lore, such as the names and locations of old hotels and taverns that at one time were 
commonplace across the state of Missouri. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The papers consist of research material, which has been arranged in alphabetical 
order by Missouri County, as well as a draft copy of book contained in three parts. The  
research material includes correspondence with county historical societies and materials 
received from them, handwritten notes, photocopied ads from 19th century newspapers, 
county histories, newspaper clippings, timelines, charts, plat maps, photographs, a CD of 
Hotels in Harrisonville, Missouri, and miscellaneous material related to hotels used in 
writing the book.  
 
FOLDER LIST 
 
f. 1  Adair County, Kirksville, Missouri, 1828-2005 
f. 2 Andrew County, Savannah, Missouri, 1841-2005 
f. 3 Atchison County, Rock Port, Missouri, 1851-2004 
f. 4 Audrain County, Mexico, Missouri, 1837-2005 
f. 5 Barry County, Missouri, 1881-2005 
f. 6 Barton County, Lamar, Missouri, 1870-2005 
f. 7 Bates County, Butler, Missouri, 1870-2005 
f. 8 Benton County, Warsaw, Missouri, 1843-1926 
f. 9 Bollinger County, Missouri, 1852-2005 
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f. 10 Boone County, Centralia, Missouri, 1859-2003 
f. 11-12 Boone County, Columbia, Missouri, 1820s-2004 
f. 13-15 Buchanan County, St. Joseph, Missouri, 1845-2000s 
f. 16 Butler County, Poplar Bluff, Missouri, 1849-2005 
f. 17 Caldwell County, Hamilton, Missouri, 1860-2004 
f. 18 Callaway County, Fulton, Missouri, 1818-2005 
f. 19 Cape Girardeau County, Jackson, Missouri, 1819-2005 
f. 20 Carroll County, Carrollton, Missouri, 1835-2003 
f. 21 Carter County, Van Buren, Missouri, 1860-2005 
f. 22 Cass County, Harrisonville, CD of Hotels in Harrisonville, Missouri, 

1856-2005 
f. 23 Cedar County, Missouri, 1885, 1896, 1967, 2005 
f. 24 Chariton County, Brunswick, Missouri, 1847-2005 
f. 25 Christian County, Missouri, 1945-1959 
f. 26 Clark County, Kahoka, Alexandria, Missouri, 1876-1933 
f. 27 Clay County, Excelsior Springs, Missouri, 1891-1964 
f. 28 Clay County, Liberty, Missouri, 1820-1982 
f. 29 Clinton County, Cameron, Missouri, 1858-2005 
f. 30 Clinton County, Plattsburg, Missouri, 1845-2004 
f. 31 Cole County, Jefferson City, Missouri, 1822-2005 
f. 32 Cooper County, Boonville, Missouri, 1818-2004 
f. 33 Crawford County, Missouri, 1873-2005 
f. 34 Dade County, Greenfield, Missouri, 1860-2004 
f. 35 Dallas County, Buffalo, Missouri, 1905, 1931 
f. 36 Daviess County, Gallatin, Missouri, 1837-1937 
f. 37 DeKalb County, Maysville, Missouri, 1846-2004 
f. 38 Dent County, Salem, Missouri, 1851-2005 
f. 39 Douglas County, Missouri, 1857-2006 
f. 40 Dunklin County, Kennett, Missouri, 1893-1894 
f. 41 Franklin County, Pacific, Missouri, 1854-2005 
f. 42 Franklin County, Union, Missouri, 1830-2005 
f. 43 Franklin County, Washington, Missouri, 1834-2005 
f. 44 Gasconade County, Hermann, Missouri, 1837-1970 
f. 45 Gentry County, Albany, Missouri, 1856-2004 
f. 46 Greene County, Springfield, Missouri, 1838-2005 
f. 47 Grundy County, Trenton, Missouri, 1849-2004 
f. 48 Harrison County, Bethany, 1852-1937 
f. 49 Henry County, Clinton, Missouri, 1837-2004 
f. 50 Holt County, Oregon and Forest City, Missouri, 1842-2004 
f. 51 Howard County, Fayette, Missouri, 1816-2005 
f. 52 Howard County, Franklin, Missouri, 1816-2005 
f. 53 Howard County, Glasgow, Missouri, 1836-1935 
f. 54 Howell County, West Plains, Missouri, 1858-2005 
f. 55 Iron County, Ironton, Missouri, 1853-2005 
f. 56 Jackson County, Independence, Missouri, 1833-2005 
f. 57 Jackson County, Kansas City, Missouri, 1838-2004 
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f. 58 Jasper County, Carthage, Missouri, 1842-2005 
f. 59 Jasper County, Joplin, Missouri, 1871-2005 
f. 60 Jefferson County, De Soto, Missouri, 1858-2005 
f. 61 Jefferson County, Hillsboro, Missouri, 1840-2005 
f. 62 Johnson County, Holden, Missouri, 1865-1907 
f. 63 Johnson County, Knob Knoster, Missouri, 1851-1976 
f. 64 Johnson County, Warrensburg, Missouri, “Old Drum,” George Graham 

Vest, 1865-2005 
f. 65 Knox County, Edina, Missouri, 1853-2005 
f. 66 Laclede County, Lebanon, Missouri, 1860-1937 
f. 67 Lafayette County, Higginsville, Missouri, Photographs, 1876-2005 
f. 68 Lafayette County, Lexington, Missouri, 1845-2004 
f. 69 Lawrence County, Mt.Vernon, Missouri, 1845-2005 
f. 70 Lawrence County, Pierce City, Missouri, 1870-2005 
f. 71 Lewis County, Monticello and Canton, Missouri, 1830-2005 
f. 72 Lincoln County, Troy, Missouri, Photographs, 1802-2005 
f. 73 Linn County, Brookfield, Missouri, 1876-2004 
f. 74 Linn County, Linneus and Laclede, Missouri, 1854-1925 
f. 75 Livingston County, Chillicothe, Missouri, 1851-1937 
f. 76 Madison County, Fredericktown, Missouri, 1819-2006 
f. 77 Maries County, Missouri, 1889-1914 
f. 78 Marion County, Hannibal, Missouri, Photographs, 1819-2004 
f. 79 Marion County, Palmyra, Missouri, 1838-1916 
f. 80 Mercer County, Princeton, Missouri, 1841-1913 
f. 81 Miller County, Missouri, 1889 
f. 82 Mississippi County, Charleston, Missouri, 1837-2005 
f. 83 Moniteau County, California, Missouri, 1845-2005 
f. 84 Moniteau County, Tipton, Missouri, 1858-1937 
f. 85 Monroe County, Paris, Missouri, 1830-1973 
f. 86 Montgomery County, Montgomery City, Missouri, 1857-2004 
f. 87 Morgan County, Versailles, Missouri, 1836-2006 
f. 88 New Madrid County, New Madrid, Missouri, 1810-2005 
f. 89-91 Newton County, Neosho, Missouri, 1839-2005 
f. 92 Newton County, Granby, Missouri, 1894-2005 
f. 93 Nodaway County, Hopkins, Missouri, 1871-1900 
f. 94 Nodaway County, Maryville, Missouri, 1860-2005 
f. 95 Oregon County, Missouri, 1876-2005 
f. 96 Osage County, Linn, Missouri, 1843-2005 
f. 97 Ozark County, Missouri, 1876-1896 
f. 98 Macon County, Macon, Missouri, 1860-1993 
f. 99 Perry County, Perryville, Missouri, 1860-2005 
f. 100 Pettis County, Sedalia, Missouri, 1857-2004 
f. 101 Phelps County, Rolla and St. James, Missouri, 1859-2005 
f. 102 Pike County, Bowling Green, Clarksville, and Louisiana, Missouri, 

1818-2004 
f. 103 Platte County, Platte City, Missouri, 1860-1909 
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f. 104 Platte County, Weston, Missouri, 1852-2005 
f. 105 Polk County, Bolivar, Missouri, 1857-1928 
f. 106 Pulaski County, Missouri, 1853-2004 
f. 107 Putnam County, Unionville, Missouri, 1867-1937 
f. 108 Ralls County, New London, Missouri, 1826-2004 
f. 109 Randolph County, Huntsville, Missouri, 1852-1899 
f. 110 Randolph County, Moberly, Missouri, 1866-2004 
f. 111 Ray County, Richmond, Missouri, 1853-2004 
f. 112 Reynolds County, Missouri, 1860-2005 
f. 113 Ripley County, Missouri, 1876-2005 
f. 114 St. Charles County, Missouri, 1790-1993 
f. 115 St. Charles County, Missouri, 1790-2005 
f. 116 St. Clair County, Osceola, Missouri, 1876-1937 
f. 117 St. Francois County, Farmington, Missouri, 1826-1937 
f. 118 St. Genevieve County, St. Genevieve, Missouri, 1790-1929 
f. 119-124 St. Louis, Missouri, 1803-2004 
f. 125 Saline County, Arrow Rock and Blackwater, Missouri, 1829-1948 
f. 126 Saline County, Marshall, Missouri, 1859-2005 
f. 127 Schuyler County, Lancaster, Missouri, 1872-2004 
f. 128 Scotland County, Memphis, Missouri, 1843-2004 
f. 129 Scott County, Sikeston, Missouri, 1838-2005 
f. 130 Shannon County, Winona, Missouri, 1891-1892 
f. 131 Shelby County, Shelbyville, 1859-2005 
f. 132 Stoddard County, Dexter and Bloomfield, 1874-1906 
f. 133 Stone County, Missouri, 1858-1924 
f. 134 Sullivan County, Milan, Missouri, 1892-2006 
f. 135 Taney County, Missouri, 1860-1913 
f. 136 Texas County, Missouri, 1871-1899 
f. 137 Vernon County, Nevada, Missouri, 1860-2005 
f. 138 Warren County, Warrenton, Missouri, 1860-1900 
f. 139 Washington County, Potosi, Missouri, 1823-2005 
f. 140 Webster County, Marshfield, Missouri, 1856-2005 
f. 141 Worth County, Grant City, Missouri, 1869-1916 
f. 142 Wright County, Missouri, 1882-2005 
f. 143 Historic Hotels of Missouri: Hotels, Inns and Taverns of 19th Century 

Missouri by David A. James, 2008 
 
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Folders Image

Arcade Hotel, Higginsville, Missouri 67 y

Borland Hotel, Higginsville, Missouri 67 y

Cottage Hotel, Higginsville, Missouri 67 y

Hotels--Missouri 1-143

Jones Hotel, Lincoln County, Missouri 72 y

Main Street--Higginsville, Missouri, c. 1910 67 y
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Subject Folders Image

Missouri, Albany--Hotels 45

Missouri, Alexandria--Hotels 26

Missouri, Arrow Rock--Hotels 125

Missouri, Bethany--Hotels 48

Missouri, Blackwater--Hotels 125

Missouri, Bloomfield--Hotels 132

Missouri, Bolivar--Hotels 105

Missouri, Bollinger County--Hotels 9

Missouri, Boonville--Hotels 32

Missouri, Bowling Green--Hotels 102

Missouri, Brookfield--Hotels 73

Missouri, Brunswick--Hotels 24

Missouri, Buffalo--Hotels 35

Missouri, Butler--Hotels 7

Missouri, California--Hotels 83

Missouri, Cameron--Hotels 29

Missouri, Canton--Hotels 71

Missouri, Carrollton--Hotels 20

Missouri, Carthage--Hotels 58

Missouri, Cedar County--Hotels 23

Missouri, Centralia--Hotels 10

Missouri, Charleston--Hotels 82

Missouri, Chillicothe--Hotels 75

Missouri, Christian County--Hotels 25

Missouri, Clarksville--Hotels 102

Missouri, Clinton--Hotels 49

Missouri, Columbia--Hotels 11, 12

Missouri, Crawford County--Hotels 33

Missouri, DeSoto--Hotels 60

Missouri, Dexter--Hotels 132

Missouri, Douglas County--Hotels 39

Missouri, Edina--Hotels 65

Missouri, Excelsior Springs--Hotels 27

Missouri, Farmington--Hotels 117

Missouri, Fayette--Hotels 51

Missouri, Forest City--Hotels 50

Missouri, Franklin--Hotels 52

Missouri, Fredericktown--Hotels 76

Missouri, Fulton--Hotels 18

Missouri, Gallatin--Hotels 36

Missouri, Glasgow--Hotels 53

Missouri, Granby--Hotels 92

Missouri, Grant City--Hotels 141
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Subject Folders Image

Missouri, Greenfield--Hotels 34

Missouri, Hamilton--Hotels 17

Missouri, Hannibal--Hotels 78

Missouri, Hannibal--Hotels 78

Missouri, Harrisonville--Hotels 22

Missouri, Harrisonville--Hotels 22

Missouri, Hermann--Hotels 44

Missouri, Higginsville--Hotels 67

Missouri, Hillsboro--Hotels 61

Missouri, Holden--Hotels 62

Missouri, Hopkins--Hotels 93

Missouri, Huntsville--Hotels 109

Missouri, Independence--Hotels 56

Missouri, Ironton--Hotels 55

Missouri, Jackson--Hotels 19

Missouri, Jefferson City--Hotels 31

Missouri, Joplin--Hotels 59

Missouri, Kahoka--Hotels 26

Missouri, Kansas City--Hotels 57

Missouri, Kennett--Hotels 40

Missouri, Kirksville--Hotels 1

Missouri, Knob Knoster--Hotels 63

Missouri, Laclede--Hotels 74

Missouri, Lamar--Hotels 6

Missouri, Lancaster--Hotels 127

Missouri, Lebanon--Hotels 66

Missouri, Lexington--Hotels 68

Missouri, Liberty--Hotels 28

Missouri, Linneus--Hotels 74

Missouri, Linn--Hotels 96

Missouri, Louisiana--Hotels 102

Missouri, Macon--Hotels 98

Missouri, Maries County--Hotels 77

Missouri, Marshall--Hotels 126

Missouri, Marshfield--Hotels 140  
Missouri, Maryville--Hotels 94

Missouri, Maysville--Hotels 37

Missouri, Memphis--Hotels 128

Missouri, Mexico--Hotels 4

Missouri, Milan--Hotels 134

Missouri, Miller County--Hotels 81

Missouri, Moberly--Hotels 110

Missouri, Montgomery City--Hotels 86
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Subject Folders Image

Missouri, Monticello--Hotels 71

Missouri, Mt. Vernon--Hotels 69

Missouri, Neosho--Hotels 89-91

Missouri, Nevada--Hotels 137

Missouri, New London--Hotels 108

Missouri, New Madrid--Hotels 88

Missouri, Oregon County--Hotels 95

Missouri, Oregon--Hotels 50

Missouri, Osceola--Hotels 116

Missouri, Ozark County--Hotels 97

Missouri, Pacific--Hotels 41

Missouri, Palmyra--Hotels 79

Missouri, Paris--Hotels 85

Missouri, Perryville--Hotels 99

Missouri, Pierce City--Hotels 70

Missouri, Platte City--Hotels 103

Missouri, Plattsburg--Hotels 30

Missouri, Poplar Bluff--Hotles 16

Missouri, Potosi--Hotels 139

Missouri, Princeton--Hotels 80

Missouri, Pulaski County--Hotels 106

Missouri, Reynolds County--Hotels 112

Missouri, Richmond--Hotels 111

Missouri, Ripley County--Hotels 113

Missouri, Rock Port--Hotels 3

Missouri, Rolla--Hotels 101

Missouri, Salem--Hotels 38

Missouri, Savannah--Hotels 2

Missouri, Sedalia--Hotels 100

Missouri, Seneca--Hotels 5

Missouri, Shelbyville--Hotels 131

Missouri, Sikeston--Hotels 129

Missouri, Springfield--Hotels 46

Missouri, St. Charles County--Hotels 114, 115

Missouri, St. Genevieve--Hotels 118

Missouri, St. James--Hotels 101

Missouri, St. Joseph--Hotels 13-15

Missouri, St. Joseph--Hotels 14 y

Missouri, St. Louis--Hotels 119-124

Missouri, Stone County--Hotels 133

Missouri, Taney County--Hotels 135

Missouri, Texas County--Hotels 136

Missouri, Tipton--Hotels 84
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Subject Folders Image

Missouri, Trenton--Hotels 47

Missouri, Troy--Hotels 72

Missouri, Union--Hotels 42

Missouri, Unionville--Hotels 107

Missouri, Van Buren--Hotels 21

Missouri, Versailles--Hotels 87

Missouri, Warrensburg--Hotels 64

Missouri, Warrenton--Hotels 138

Missouri, Warsaw--Hotels 8

Missouri, Washington--Hotels 43

Missouri, West Plains--Hotels 54

Missouri, Weston--Hotels 104

Missouri, Winona--Hotels 130

Missouri, Wright County--Hotels 142

Old Drum 64

Palace Hotel, Higginsville, Missouri 67 y

Planters House, Lincoln County, Missouri 72 y

Vest, George Graham (1830-1904) 64

 
 
 


