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Historical Note:  
 
Missouri Heartwood was organized in the 1990s and filed incorporation papers with the State of 
Missouri in 1997, at which time it opened an office in Columbia, Missouri. Missouri Heartwood 
was associated with Heartwood, Inc., an Indiana-based environmental group involved in the 
preservation of Eastern and Midwestern hardwood forests. 
 
Missouri Heartwood was active on environmental issues in the Ozarks such as wildlife 
protection, logging and forestry, chip mills, pollution, and lead mining. The group’s activism 
included public education, political lobbying, and litigation. Working with several other 
environmental groups, they successfully campaigned against the establishment of wood chip 
mills in the Missouri Ozarks, as well as participating in a decades-long battle against the Doe 
Run mining company and its existing and proposed lead mining endeavors in the Mark Twain 
National Forest. 
 
Missouri Heartwood became less active as an organization by the mid-2000s, as its members 
became involved in other environmental groups or began working under the Heartwood umbrella 
organization. By 2009, the Missouri Heartwood’s incorporation filings with the state had lapsed. 
  
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been arranged into the following two series with seven subseries:  
 
Organizational Files 
Research and Activism 

Forestry and Logging 
Wildlife 
Economics 
Anti-Environmentalists 
Lead Mining 
Miscellaneous 

  
Scope and Content Note: 
 
The records of Missouri Heartwood include extensive research files on Ozarks environmental 
issues, as well as some organization files. The most complete set of materials documents the 
fight against lead mining in the Ozarks dating back to the 1980s. 
 
The Organizational Files are scattered and incomplete, consisting of a few founding documents, 
documentation on interns from the University of Missouri, early budgetary materials, GIS and 
mapping materials, and some graphics and other materials used to develop the newsletter. A zip 
drive containing digital files of newsletters appears to be damaged and inaccessible.  
 
The Research and Activism series is the core of the collection, documenting the diverse 
activities of Missouri Heartwood, including educational workshops, lawsuits, lobbying, publicity 
campaigns, and research. Here researchers can find extensive information on many 
environmental issues in the Ozarks. Included are correspondence, clippings, court documents, 
government records obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, scientific studies, notes, 
white papers, meeting agendas and minutes, and published and semi-published materials from 
various environmental organizations. These materials are kept together in subject files divided 
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into the topics of forestry, wildlife, economics, anti-environmentalists, lead mining, and other 
miscellaneous subjects. The files on lead mining are the most extensive, comprising nearly half 
of the collection. These files thoroughly document an ongoing battle against mining companies 
in the Ozarks, particularly Doe Run, the largest lead producer in the United States, as well as the 
effects of lead mining on humans and the environment. Wildlife files primarily concern a 
campaign to protect the Indiana Bat, and the forestry files document a successful campaign 
against chip milling in Missouri, as well as the group’s research into sustainable forestry, such as 
Leo Dray’s Pioneer Forest, and anti-logging and anti-roads materials. Economics files are 
primarily statistics on the local economy of the Ozarks, and the anti-environmentalist files 
document the “Wise Use” movement organized by political conservatives, as well as harassment 
of activists and an alleged assault on an Ozarks environmentalist in the field in August 1997. 
Miscellaneous files are about gold mining, river pollution, and incinerator use. 
 
Container List: 
 
Organizational Files Series 
 
f. 1  Incorporation papers, 1997 
f. 2  Interns, 1997-1998 
f. 3 Budgets, 1998-1999 
f. 3a Zip drive – newsletters, c. 2003 
f. 4  Winter newsletter, 1998 
f. 5  Jillian’s graphics / logos, n.d. 
f. 6 Originals, n.d. 
f. 7  Bylaws / state forms, 2000, n.d. 
f. 8 Mapping, 1983-1997 
f. 9 Graphical Information Systems (GIS) background information, 1996 

 
Research and Activism Series 
 
f. 10-31 Forestry 
 f. 10 National forest logging – general information, 1986-1999 
 f. 11 Mark Twain National Forest roads and roads budget, 1997- 

1998 
 f. 12 Arkansas – Citizens Management Alternative, 1998 
 f. 13 Resources Planning Act, 1998 
 f. 14 Mark Twain Forest Watchers, 1993-1996 
 f. 15 Pioneer Forest (MO), 1971-1999 
 f. 16 Forest planning, 1992-1996 
 f. 17-18 Forest planning / Alternatives, 1994-1998 
 f. 19-21 History – Forest plan – 1980s, 1985-1993 
 f. 22 Sierra Club study, 1998 
 f. 23-31 Chip mills 
  f. 23 “Chipping Forests and Jobs,” 1997 
  f. 24-25 Governor’s study committee on chip mills, 1996-1999 
  f. 26 Arkansas Watershed Alliance / Dogwood Alliance, 1997 
  f. 27 Conservation Federation of Missouri, 1997 
  f. 28-29 United States Army Corps of Engineers, 1996-1997 
  f. 30 Flyovers, c. 1996 
  f. 31 Press releases and articles, 1995-1999 
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f. 32-38 Wildlife 
 f. 32 Cougars, 1992-2000 
 f. 33-35 Indiana Bat recovery plan, 1983-1999 
 f. 36-37 Indiana Bat FOIA, 1997 
 f. 38 Indiana Bat consultation, 1998 
f. 39-40 Economics 
 f. 39 11-Point socio-economic statistics, 1990-1996 
 f. 40 Division of Tourism Traveler Intercept Study, 1995-1996 
f. 41-45 Anti-Environmentalists 
 f. 41-43 Wise Use, 1992-1999 
 f. 44 Wise Use, 1994-1999 
 f. 45 Wise Use, August 1997 
f. 46-99 Lead Mining 
 f. 46 Environmental Defense Fund – Clean Water Forum, 1988 
 f. 47 Environmental Defense Fund: “The Hour of Lead,” 1992 
 f. 48-50 Old DNR files on Doe Run, ASARCO, 1965-1990 
 f. 51 ASARCO, 1995 
 f. 52 Technical review and appeal of Environmental Impact  

Statement, Hardrock Mineral Leasing, 1987-1989 
 f. 53-54 Environmental Impact Statement – Hardrock Minerals leasing,  

Mark Twain National Forest, 1987-1989 
 f. 56 “Environmental Analysis Doe Run Exploratory Drilling  

Project,” 1991 
 f. 57 “Environmental Assessment of Proposed Doe Run Company  

Exploratory Drilling,” 1997 
 f. 58 Map – Seasonal groundwater changes, Mark Twain National  

Forest, 1995 
 f. 59 “Missouri’s Lead Mining Companies and Environmental Non- 

Compliance,” 1997 
 f. 60 “State Implementation Plan for Lead for the Doe Run  

Resources Corporation,” 2000 
 f. 61 “Lead, 1980-1993” 
 f. 62 Missouri Heartwood: “Lead Mining in Missouri,” draft, 1969- 

1997 
 f. 63 Missouri Heartwood: “Lead Mining in Missouri,” 1969-1997 
 f. 64 Eleven Point River petitions, c. 1997 
 f. 65 Eleven Point River prospecting, 1996 
 f. 66 Lead school – speaker’s information, 1998 
 f. 67 Lead school – finances, 1998 
 f. 68 Lead school – outreach and registrations, 1998 
 f. 69-70 Lead poisoning – wildlife studies, 1984-1996 
 f. 71 Big River – lead, 1994-1998 
 f. 72 Conservation Commission lead, 1996-1997 
 f. 73 Park service – department of the interior – lead, 1987-1998 
 f. 74 Bumpers bill – lead, 1994-1999 
 f. 75 Opinion, editorial, LTE – lead – urban and Ozark press, 1988- 

1998 
 f. 76 Lead mining – pollution, 1983-1998 
 f. 77 Lead activists – harassment and violence, 1997 
 f. 78 Eleven Point – activism, 1987-1996 
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 f. 79 Lead miner poisoning – letters from miners, 1967-1995 
 f. 80 Labor/Herculaneum, 1992-1997 
 f. 81 Wolf River/Exxon/Rio Algom, 1998 
 f. 82 Lead and EPA, 1992-1997 
 f. 83 Missouri activist lead literature, 1994-1997 
 f. 84 Cherryville – lead, 1996 
 f. 85 Higdon, 1998 
 f. 86 Mining and jobs, n.d. 
 f. 87 New lead belt, 1991-1992 
 f. 88 University of Missouri – Rolla – lead, 1993-2000 
 f. 89 Herculaneum – lead before 2000, 1993-1995 
 f. 90 Lead poisoning – articles and fact sheets, 1990-1997 
 f. 91 Lead belt area poisoning – articles before 2000, 1977-1997 
 f. 92 Draft final report: Big River Mine Tailings Superfund Site  

Lead Exposure, 1997 
 f. 93 485 RENCO/Ira Rennert, 1994-1999 
 f. 94 Doe Run corporate information, 1992-1998 
 f. 95 Internal communication – lead, 1993-1998 
 f. 96 Forest Service – lead, 1996-1998 
 f. 97-98 Letters of communication, 1987-1998 
 f. 99 Lead coalition, 1997 
100-104 Miscellaneous 
 f. 100 Greer Spring/Anheuser Busch, 1987 
 f. 101 Jacks Fork trail rides, 1995 
 f. 102 Placer Dome gold mining, 1994 
 f. 103 International issues, trade, 1997-1999 
 f. 104 Incinerator stuff, 1988-1995 

 
Index:  
 

Index Terms Folders 
Air pollution--Missouri 48-50-63, 76, 79, 82, 89 
Anheuser-Busch, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri 100 
Asarco Inc. 48-51, 59, 62-63, 76, 91, 94 
Big River 69-70, 92 
Black River 69-70, 76 
Chinquapin Forest Alliance 1, 7 
Current River 72-75, 95 
Daniel Boone National Forest, Kentucky 12 
Doe Run Lead Company 46, 48-57, 59-63, 65, 72-73, 75-76, 78-80, 

82-83, 85, 87-89, 91, 93-99 
Dogwood Alliance 23-27 
Drey, Leo A. (1917- 2015) 15, 41 
Eleven Point River 56-57, 59, 61-65, 72-76, 78, 83, 95 
Environmental Defense Fund 46-47 
Environment--Missouri--Law and Legislation 1-104 
Fluor Corporation, ltd. 94 
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Index Terms Folders 
Forest reserves--United States--Management 10-103 
Forest roads--Environmental aspects 11 
Forest Stewardship Council 41 
Forests and forestry--Missouri 10-31, 33-39, 41-45 
Gateway Green Alliance 104 
Geographic information systems 8-9 
Gold Mines and Mining 102 
Hazardous wastes 46-102, 104 
Heartwood, Inc. 24 
Jacks Fork River 72-75, 95, 101 
Lead Belt, Missouri 46-99 
Lead mines and mining--Environmental aspects--
Missouri 

45-99 

Lead mines and mining--Law and legislation 74 
Lead poisoning 47, 50-63, 69-70, 76, 79-80, 84, 88, 90-92 
Mark Twain Forest Watchers 14, 43 
Mark Twain National Forest, Missouri 11, 14, 16, 19-21, 33-45, 52-65, 72-76, 78, 

83, 95-102 
Mark Twain National Forest, Missouri--Maps 8, 58, 87 
Medical wastes--Incineration 104 
Missouri Air Conservation Commission 48-50 
Missouri Coalition for the Environment 28, 83, 104 
Missouri Heartwood 1-104 
Missouri, Greer Spring 100 
Missouri, Herculaneum 48-50, 60-63, 79-80, 89 
Missouri, Higdon 85 
Missouri, St. Louis 104 
Missouri. Department of Conservation 32, 72, 76, 83 
Missouri. Department of Natural Resources 24, 60 
Missouri. State parks 39 
The Nature Conservancy 
 
 
 
 
The Nature Conservancy 

100 

Nature conservation, Societies 1-104 
North American Free Trade Agreement (1992 December 
17) 

103 

Ouachita National Forest, Arkansas and Oklahoma 16 
Ozark National Forest, Arkansas 12, 16 
Ozark Riverkeepers Network 95 
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Index Terms Folders 
Ozark Underground Laboratory 52 
Ozarks 1-104 
Ozarks Resource Center 14 
Ozarks, Economic conditions 39-40, 86 
Ozarks, Tourism 40 
People for the West! (Organization) 41-45, 77 
Pioneer Forest 15 
Placer Dome Inc. 102 
Puma 32 
Renco Group 93 
Rennert, Ira 93-94 
Rufi, John 

 

Saint Francis National Forest, Arkansas 16 
Sierra Club, Ozark Chapter 19-22, 59 
St. Joseph Lead Company 48-50, 62-63, 69, 79, 94 
Strikes and lockouts, Lead miners, Missouri 79-80 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 28-29 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 82 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 33-38 
U.S. Forest Service 10-22, 52-57, 95-96 
University of Missouri, School of Mines and Metallurgy, 
Rolla, Department of Metallurgical Engineeri 

88 

University of Missouri--Columbia. Office of Service 
Learning 

2 

Water Pollution 46, 50-63, 69-70, 76, 100-101 
Wilderness Society (U.S.) 17-21 
Wildlife--Conservation 32-38, 69-70 
Willamette Industries (Firm) 28 
Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice 81 
Wisconsin, Crandon 81 
Wise Use movement 41-45, 77 
Wolf River Watershed (Forest County-Winnebago 
County, Wis.) 

81 

Wood chips industry--Environmental aspects--Missouri 23-31, 41, 44, 103 
World Trade Organization 103 
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