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Biographical Note:  
 
Sidney B. Phillips was born in August of 1896, in Silver Lake, Kansas, to John Phillips (1859-
1945) and Luella Stone Phillips (1866-1925). Phillips went to work for the Fidelity Trust Co., a 
commercial bank in Kansas City, Missouri. In June 1916, Phillips joined the Missouri National 
Guard in Kansas City. After his service, he returned to Kansas City where he worked as a bank 
clerk in 1920. Phillips married Anna Florence Durgin (1904-) in Butler, Missouri, on June 29, 
1923. By 1930, they had relocated to Seattle, Washington, where Phillips worked as a bank 
teller. He died in Washington in 1979. 
 
Phillips was inducted into the Machine Gun Company, 4th Missouri Infantry of the National 
Guard on June 19, 1916. He served as a private in the Mexican Border Service June 27, 1916 - 
February 28, 1917. He was stationed at Dolores near Laredo, Texas. The 4th Missouri Infantry 
was sent to Fort Riley, Kansas, in February 1917, where they were mustered out. Phillips 
returned to Kansas City for a total of twenty days before the 4th Missouri Infantry was called up 
for WWI. Serving with Phillips while stationed in Laredo was Ralph E. Truman (1880-1962), 
cousin to the future President Harry S. Truman. 
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been arranged by type of material. 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
The papers contain materials related to the military service of the 4th Missouri Infantry Machine 
Gun Company of the National Guard in 1916.  
 
Container List: 
 
f. 1 Postcards 
f. 2 4th Missouri Infantry members, 1916 
f. 3 4th Missouri Infantry mules 
f. 4 Photographs – Outpost duty, Camp Dolores, 1916 
f. 5  4th Missouri Infantry, Laredo, Texas, 1916 
f. 6 Photographs – Laredo, Texas, 1916 
f. 7 Photographs – 3rd Squad Machine Gun Company 4th Missouri Infantry  
f. 8 Photographs – Rendezvous at Nevada, Missouri, 1916 
f. 9 Photographs – Campsite and officers of the Machine Gun Co, 4th Missouri 

Infantry 
f. 10 “The Trials of a Recruit” by Sgt. Texas Cassidy, 1920 
f. 11 Basic Field Manual, Soldiers Handbook, 1941 
f. 12 Soldier’s Hand Book, 1913 
f. 13 Machine Gun Co., 4th Missouri Infantry Thanksgiving Dinner pamphlet, 

1916 
f. 14 Sidney B. Phillip’s account of service on the Mexican border 

 
Index:  
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 Index Terms Folders Image 
Akers, John D.  2, 5, 9 Yes 
Bailey, Claude S. 2, 10 Yes 
Baseball 9 Yes 
Becker, Christopher M. 7-8, 10 Yes 
Benét-Mercié machine gun 9 Yes 
Bogard, Eugene D. 2-3 Yes 
Bonner, William L 7 Yes 
Bowman, William L. 2 Yes 
Burnette, Harry A. 2 Yes 
Burroughs, Lish 2, 8 Yes 
Callaghan, Ruches V. 2, 6, 8-9 Yes 
Carroll, Philip M. (? – 1918) 2, 8 Yes 
Cooper, John E. 2 Yes 
Eubanks, Hale B. 1 Yes 
Evans, John M. 2 Yes 
Flynn, Ernest J. 5, 9 Yes 
Frazee, Orion J. 2 Yes 
Fredman, Royal J. 2, 3, 8 Yes 
Frye, James R. 2, 5, 9 Yes 
Gill, Harold J. 2 Yes 
Gippner, Charles W. 2 Yes 
Gordon, William C. 9 Yes 
Greene, Francis W. (? – 1918) 2, 7 Yes 
Halstead, Carl B. 2 Yes 
Harvey, Frederick E, 2 Yes 
Hatfield, Robert A, 2, 9 Yes 
Henry, E.H. 2, 5 Yes 
Hocker, Richard 1, 9 Yes 
Jackson, Pvt. Harvey 2, 7, 9 Yes 
Keene, Leon 2 Yes 
Keifer, Clarence 2 Yes 
Laredo (Tex.) 1-7, 9-10 Yes 
Lehman, Elmer J. 2 Yes 
Matkin, John T.  2 Yes 
McGuire, Sgt. 2 Yes 
Meagher, Vincent M. 2-3, 7 Yes 
Meeks, Edmund J. 2 Yes 
Miller, Jesse T. 2 Yes 
Missouri. Infantry, 3rd Regiment, Machine Gun Co., 1916 9 Yes 
Missouri. Infantry, 4th Regiment, Machine Gun Co., 1916 1-10 Yes 
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 Index Terms Folders Image 
Missouri. Infantry, 4th Regiment, Machine Gun Co., 1916 14-15 

 

Moses, Frank E. 2 Yes 
Mules--War use, 1916 3-5 Yes 
Nevada (Mo.) 8 Yes 
Newberry, George W. 2, 7-8 Yes 
Nicholson, Pvt. 2 Yes 
Osgood, Warren L. 9 Yes 
Phillips, Luella (1866-1925) 8 Yes 
Phillips, Sidney B. (1896-1979) 1-10 Yes 
Phillips, Sidney B. (1896-1979) 14-15 

 

Simmons, Nyle 7 Yes 
Snyder, J.R. 2 Yes 
Rankin, Pvt. 8 Yes 
Riley, Lawrence 2 Yes 
Ritter, Ernest J. 2, 9 Yes 
Talbot, Arthur W. 2, 5, 9 Yes 
Teachenor, Monroe S. 2 Yes 
Todd, Horace E. 2-3 Yes 
Truman, Ralph 2, 7, 9 Yes 
U.S. Army--Handbooks, manuals, etc., 1913 13 

 

U.S. Army--Handbooks, manuals, etc., 1941 12 
 

U.S. Army--History--Punitive Expedition into Mexico, 1916 1-10, 14-15 
 

Winningham, Andrew J. 2 Yes 
WWI (World War, 1914-1918) 15 

 

Zents, Leo J. 2-3, 9 
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