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Historical Note:

The parents of the donor are Norma Jean Sims and Robert (Bob) Hardy Hackett. Norma was
born in Staples, Minnesota, in 1925 and died on September 27, 2016. During her life, she earned
a masters in counseling at the University of Minnesota and was active in several feminist
organizations. Robert Hardy Hackett was born in 1926 and died on March 9, 2006, in Edina,
Minnesota. The couple had three children: Dave, Robyn, and Scott. Dave graduated from
Macalester College in 1969 and eventually moved to Gays Mills, Wisconsin, with his partner
Ellen Brooks, a Columbia, Missouri, native. Robyn married Steve Dentinger and had two
children, Taryn and Bryn, in Duluth, Minnesota. Scott remained with his parents for several
years, staying with Norma after Robert and Norma’s divorce in 1978. Robert and Norma’s
divorce and its consequences are a major topic discussed in the letters.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following two series:

Correspondence
Records

Scope and Content Note:
Correspondence

This series contains personal communication from family and friends of Dave Hackett and Ellen
Brooks. Primary letter writers are Dave’s parents Robert Hackett and Norma Jean Sims, Dave’s
siblings Scott Hackett and Robyn Dentinger, and personal friends Ted Appel and Vern Maetzold.

Records
This series contains records of Robert Hackett and Norma Jean Sims’ divorce.
Container List:

f. 1-9 Correspondence

1 Ted Appel 1967-1994

2-3 Robyn (Hackett) Dentinger 1970-1994
4 Robert Hackett 1976-1994

5 Scott Hackett 1972-1984

6 Vern Maetzold 1975-1994

7-9 Norma Jean (Hackett) Sims 1967-1994
f. 10 Divorce records, 1978-1984

Index:

Index Terms Folders
Appel, Ted 1
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Index Terms Folders
Brooks family 1-9
Brooks, Ellen 1-9
Counterculture 1
Dentinger, Robyn 2-3
Divorce 8-10
Family life 1-9
Feminism 7-9
Hackett family 1-10
Hackett, Dave H. 1-9
Hackett, Robert Hardy (1926-2006) 2-4,7-10
Hackett, Scott 5,7-9
Maetzold, Vern 6
Manners and customs 1-9
Musicians 6
Sims, Norma Jean (1925-2016) 2-4,7-10
Tourism 7-8
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