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Historical Note:  
 

The National Women’s Conference of 1977, held from November 18-21 in Houston, Texas, was 

the first meeting of its kind in the US since the 1848 Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca 

Falls. It provided an opportunity to evaluate and make recommendations on the role of women in 
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the country through discussion of abortion, homosexuality, the ERA, and other issues affecting 

them. Approximately 2,000 delegates from fifty states and six territories participated in the 

meeting, which was attended by an additional 15,000-20,000 observers. The conference was 

organized after the 1975 UN conference in Mexico City celebrating the “International Year of 

the Woman,” which was later extended to an “International Decade for Women.” President Ford 

established a national commission on the observance of International Women’s Year to make 

recommendations to promote equality between men and women, which in part included 

organizing and convening a national women’s conference for 1977. Before the national 

conference meeting was held, all states and territories elected delegates and developed 

recommendations pertaining to women’s issues that would be discussed at the national meeting. 

 

Although the conference was not a lawmaking body and could only propose nonbinding 

recommendations, it was directed to arrive at a national plan of action to help remove sex 

barriers and better utilize women’s contributions to the nation. This plan, which grew from issues 

discussed at the state conferences, was to be submitted to President Carter and Congress within 

120 days of the conference. Twenty-six major topics were considered by the delegates, including 

the ERA, abortion, gay rights, child care, minority women, homemakers, education, violence 

against women, and sexual assault. Journalist Cynthia Hessin, working for radio station KHOW-

AM in Denver, attended the conference and recorded some of the numerous speeches and 

debates that occurred among prominent women such as Betty Freidan, Phyllis Schlafly, 

Rosalynn Carter, and Maya Angelou. Her recordings culminated in a half-hour broadcast about 

the conference, held in this collection (audio tape B1). After her work surrounding the 1977 

events in Houston, Hessin went on to join KCNC in 1979 as a reporter, fill-in anchor and host, 

moving to KMGH in 1984. For eleven years she worked as a reporter, anchor and producer, 

presenting daily news reports, becoming proficient in covering stories involving politics, 

government, and public policy. 

 

She moved to Rocky Mountain PBS in 1995 and became the station’s sole executive producer, 

responsible for creating original programming for the state of Colorado, and by 2013 she was the 

executive producer of public affairs and host of the weekly series Colorado State of Mind. 

Hessin has received five Emmy awards, ranging from news reporting, to narration, to 

documentary, and she has served as a member and past president of the Board of Directors of the 

Denver Press Club. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series:  

 

Transcripts 

Audiovisual Material 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Transcripts 

 

This series includes the transcripts for audio tapes A1, A2, B1, and B2 located in the audiovisual 

material series. Topics covered include abortion, gay rights and “sexual preference,” 
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representation of women, resolutions from previous state conferences, and goals and possible 

outcomes of the Houston conference.  

 

Audiovisual Material 

 

This series contains four audio tapes related to the 1977 National Women’s Conference. Tapes 

A1 and A2 consist of “actualities” from the meeting, such as parts of speeches, debates on 

various parts of the women’s platforms; tape B1 holds a self-contained radio program produced 

by Hessin for KHOW-AM Denver about the conference; and tape B2 includes a series of short 

reports sent back to the radio station by Hessin throughout the conference. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1  Transcripts of audio tapes A1, A2, B1, and B2, 1977 

 

Audiovisual Material 

 

a.t. A1-A2 Parts of speeches, debates on various part of the women’s platform, 1977 

a.t. B1 Radio program, “30 Minutes,” about the conference, 1977 

a.t. B2 Series of reports sent back to KHOW-AM Denver, 1977 

 

Index: 

 

Index Terms Folder A/V 

Abortion 1 a.t. A1, B1, B2 

Abzug, Bella S., 1920-1998 1 a.t. A1, A2 

Angelou, Maya, 1928-2014 1 a.t. A1 

Carpenter, Mary E., 1920-2010 1 a.t. A2 

Carter, Rosalynn, 1927- 1 a.t. A2 

Freidan, Betty, 1921-2006 1 a.t. A2 

Gay rights 1 a.t. A2, B1, B2 

Heckler, Margaret M., 1931-2018 1 a.t. A2 

Hessin, Cynthia, 1951- 1 a.t. A1, A3, A4 

Johnson, Claudia A., 1912-2007 1 a.t. A1 

Jordan, Barbara C., 1936-1996 1 a.t. A1 

National Women's Conference (U.S.) (1977 : Houston, 

Tex.) 

1 a.t. A1, A2, B1, B2 

Ruckelshaus, Jill E., 1937- 1 a.t. A1 

Schlafly, Phyllis S., 1924-2016 1 a.t. A2 

Women journalists 1 a.t. A1, A2, B1, B2 

Women--Mass media 1 a.t. A1, A2, B1, B2 

 


