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Historical Note:

Bethel Church was founded on June 28, 1817, making it the oldest church organization in Boone
County. The church was constituted by William Thorpe and David McClain, and five original
members signed the church covenant: Anderson Woods, Betsy Woods, David McQuitty, John
Turner, and James Harris. The first building was erected in 1818, approximately twelve miles
west of Columbia and eight miles north of Rocheport, in Boone County, Missouri. In 1835, the
Baptist denomination was split due to disputes regarding missionaries going to foreign countries.
After many members left Bethel Church, the remaining members reorganized the church and
named it Walnut Grove Church in 1836. Walnut Grove Academy was founded by the members
of Walnut Grove Church in 1858. Its purpose was to serve as an educational facility.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged into the following series:
Records

Scope and Content Note:

The record book contains information related to Bethel Church’s founding, membership, and
organization from 1817-1827. Entries include the articles of faith and church discipline; minutes
from monthly business meetings; names of new and departing members; members appointed to
various roles within the church; decisions regarding donations to the association; summaries of
communications with sister churches requesting ministerial aid; grievances or reports of
misconduct by members, such as intoxication, improper language, or enslaved persons running
away. The book also contains the founding articles for the Walnut Grove Academy and minutes
from trustees’ meetings, dated 1858-1859. The record book has inconsistencies in how names are
spelled and sections with illegible writing. Two letters of dismission sent to the church by
members are included in the collection, as well as three letters to Margarette Sampson. Sampson
was likely related to a member of the Walnut Grove Academy’s trustees, but the connection of
the letters to the church is unknown.

Container List:

f.1  Record book
f.2  Letters
Index:
Index Terms Folder
Alexander family 1, pg. 32, 64, 137
\ Awsly family \ 1, pg. 60
\ Baptists \ 1

\ Barcklay family

1, pg. 47, 62, 117

\ Barnes family

1

\ Barnett family

1
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Index Terms Folder
Barton family 1
| Baumes, Harriette L. 2
' Beckett family 1, pg. 154155
\ Bell family | 1, pg. 127-128
\ Berry family | 1
Bethel Baptist Church (Boone 1,2
Co., Mo.)
Biswell family 1
Blackman family 1, pg. 46
Bledsoe family 1, pg. 62-63
Boone family 1, pg. 39, 98
Bounds family 1, pg. 54, 58
Bretain family 1, pg. 46
Brown family 1,pg.9
Brunt family 1, pg. 60, 64, 138
Camel family 1, pg. 43
Campbell family 1
Carson family 1, pg. 68
Caty, enslaved person 1, pg. 63
Champion family 1, pg.77, 123
Charlot, enslaved person 1, pg. 43
Charlton family 1, pg. 36, 39
Church records—Baptist 1,2
Clarkston family 1, pg. 59
Claxton family 1, pg. 126, 128, 137, 145
Cochran family 1, pg. 123, 137
Cofer family 1
Colman family 1
Conner family 1
Creason family 1, pg. 55
' Crosby family '1, pg. 63
\ Crump family | 1, pg. 97
' Dale family 1, pg. 32, 34, 36, 40, 138
' David, enslaved person 1, pg. 96, 130
' Dickson family '1, pg. 58, 98, 118
\ Dinah, enslaved person | 1, pg. 152
' Dodds family '1, pg. 69
\ Dodson family | 1, pg. 77
\ Donohue family | 1, pg. 128
' Dooley family 1, pg. 80, 86, 88, 117, 138
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Index Terms Folder

Doty family 1, pg. 102, 118, 123, 128
\ Dunn family | 1, pg. 145
\ Elexandra family | 1, pg. 57
 Elliot family '1, pg. 55, 71, 117, 151-153
\ Ellison family | 1, pg. 115, 127
\ Elston family | 1, pg. 19, 53
\ Esther, enslaved person | 1, pg. 39
\ Evans family | 1, pg. 123
' Fielding family 1, pg. 151, 155
Flemming family 1, pg. 60-61, 63, 109, 138
Foley family 1, pg. 98

Forbes family 1, pg. 18

Garrison, enslaved person 1, pg. 97

Graves family 1, pg. 60

Grooms family 1,pg. 14

Grubbs family 1, pg. 67, 138

Gruells family 1, pg. 61

Hall family 1, pg. 32, 46

Harrelson family 1, pg. 60

Harris family 1, pg. 15, 17, 58, 67, 146
Harris, James, 1794-1835 1, pg. 12

Hart family 1, pg. 63

Hawkins family 1, pg. 56, 98, 132, 154
Herrington family 1, pg. 43, 152

Hearn family 1, pg. 62

Hicks family 1

Hollands family 1, pg. 60, 127

Homes family 1, pg. 62, 74, 113, 137
Hubbard family 1, pg. 101

Hughes family 1, pg. 59, 92, 123
Huntsucker family 1, pg. 62

Isaacs family 1, pg. 130

Jackman family 1, pg. 59, 63, 74

Jones, John L. 2

Judith, enslaved person 1, pg. 130

Kitty, enslaved person 1, pg. 68

Lamkins family 1, pg. 154

Laughlin family 1, pg. 94, 123

Lawless family 1, pg. 99, 128, 153
Leavel family 1, pg. 121
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Index Terms Folder
Leintz family 1, pg. 96, 165, 171, 180-182
\ Little family | 1, pg. 137
\ Lowder family | 1, pg. 104
\ Lowry family | 1, pg. 61, 83, 114
\ Lyman family | 1, pg. 182
\ March family | 1, pg. 115, 137
\ Mary, enslaved person | 1, pg. 103
\ Mason family | 1, pg. 101
' McCarty family 1
McClain family 1, pg. 98
McKinney family 1, pg. 165, 180-182
McQuitty, David 1
Miller family 1, pg. 59
Minter family 1, pg. 59, 60, 85-86
Mitchell family 1, pg. 101, 182
Mothershead family 1,pg. 17,79, 121, 123
Mullins family 1, pg. 69
Myrtle family 1, pg. 141
Nailor family 1, pg. 128
Paine family 1, pg. 72
Paul family 1, pg. 66
Perkins family 1, pg. 127, 128, 141
Phillips family 1
Pipes family 1, pg. 14, 54, 56, 171
Potts family 1, pg. 97-98, 138, 153
Power family 1, pg. 62
Preston family 1, pg. 151
Pullam family 1, pg. 39
Read family 1
Reavis family 1, pg. 63, 138
Richards family 1, pg. 62
Rogers family 1,pg. 70
Roland family 1, pg. 52, 137
Rollins family 1, pg. 69
Rural churches 1
Ryan family 1, pg. 27, 30
Sampson family 1, pg. 43, 165, 171, 180-182
Sampson, Margarethe 2
Sargy, enslaved person 1, pg. 35
Searcy family 1, pg. 100, 137, 152

Go to top



(C4491) Bethel Baptist Church (Boone County, Mo.) Records Page 6

Index Terms Folder
Shaw family 1, pg. 77, 137
\ Short family | 1, pg. 44, 137
\ Skinner family | 1, pg. 127
' Slead family '1,pg. 127
' Sneed family '1,pg. 128
' South family 1, pg. 76, 83, 85-86, 127, 137
\ Sowdor family | 1, pg. 18
' Stanton family '1, pg. 59
\ Stemmons family | 1, pg. 63
Stephens family 1, pg. 67
Steward family 1, pg. 19
Stone family 1, pg. 156
Stott family 1, pg. 108, 113
Swearingin family 1, pg. 130, 137
Taylor family 1, pg. 48, 51, 59
Thomas family 1, pg. 75, 138
Thorp, William 1
Tipton family 1, pg. 125, 134, 145-146
Tisdal family 1, pg. 137
Turner family 1
Turner, John 1, pg. 26-28
Van Horn family 1, pg. 154-155
Varnell family 1, pg. 71, 128, 151
Vaughn family 1, pg. 22-23, 64
Wadkins family 1, pg. 60
Wharton family 1, pg. 152
Whiteside family 1, pg. 155
Wilcox, Sarah 2
Wilhite family 1
Windsor family 1, pg. 153-154
Woods, Anderson, 1788-1841 1
Woods, Betsy, 1791-1868 1
Young family 1, pg. 96
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