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Historical Note:  

 

Governor Christopher “Kit” S. Bond (1939-) created the non-partisan not-for-profit Bingham 

Sketches, Inc., in 1976 to raise the approximately $1.8 million to purchase a series of 112 figure 

studies created by artist George Caleb Bingham (1811-1879). The 1840s sketches--inspired by 

nineteenth-century life along the Mississippi and Missouri rivers and that depict boatmen, 
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frontier guides, politicians, farmers, and others--were to be sold individually by the St. Louis 

Mercantile Library Association who had received the pieces in 1868 as a gift from then-Mayor 

John How (1813-1885). Bingham Sketches, Inc., was able to solicit $1.3 million in donations 

and pledges before the deadline of June 30, 1976, which, paired with $500,000 in legislative 

appropriations, allowed the artworks to be kept together and in the state. 

 

One major aspect of the campaign was the $25,000 raised by 50,000 schoolchildren at 300 

schools across the state during “Bingham Week.” This endeavor, alongside a direct-mailing 

campaign that collected $200,000; exhibitions that garnered $70,000; “Bingham shirts” that 

raised $12,000; and other efforts, allowed the drawings to remain in the state. The final deadline 

for pledge payments was June 30, 1979, after which Bingham Sketches, Inc., was dissolved. The 

sketches are now overseen by the Bingham Trust, a five-person board consisting of the directors 

of the Saint Louis Art Museum, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, and the State Historical 

Society of Missouri; the chairperson of the Missouri Arts Council; and the governor of Missouri. 

The works are currently at the Saint Louis Art Museum and the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following four series:  

 

Activities 

Publicity 

Financial 

Card files 

  

Scope and Content Note: 
 

Activities 

 

This series documents the organization’s activities, outside of the direct-mailing brochures 

located in the publicity series, which encouraged donations to and knowledge of the effort: i.e., 

the production of 600 riverman-inspired shirts; a commemorative stamp; oversized exhibition 

banners; and various events. Of note are materials in f. 8-10 regarding Bingham Week, an event 

wherein 50,000 schoolchildren from about 300 schools across the state raised more than $25,000 

for the purchase of sketches. Arranged alphabetically by category of material and then 

chronologically. 

 

Publicity 

 

This series covers techniques that the nonprofit used to increase awareness of their campaign, 

including newspaper and magazine articles, press releases, and television and radio spots. Also in 

this series are materials surrounding the production, distribution, and results of the fundraising 

brochure that was sent out in 1976 as well as the public relations teams that assisted the 

organization. Arranged alphabetically by category of material and then chronologically. 

 

Financial 

 

This series includes finance-related papers such as appraisals for select sketches; grant 

applications for covering operating expenses; lists of those who provided in-kind donations; 
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solicitations to specific organizations; and a short summary of all money raised. Arranged 

alphabetically by category of material and then chronologically. 

 

Card files 

 

This series contains index cards detailing each gift made by individuals or organizations in three 

categories: donations under $100, donations or pledges equal to or greater than $100, and 

contributions from schools during Bingham Week. The former two sections are arranged 

alphabetically by person’s last name or name of group, with the latter section arranged 

alphabetically by school location. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-17 Activities 

 f. 1-6 Bingham shirt 

  f. 1 Inquiries, 1976 

  f. 2 Lists, 1976-1977 

  f. 3 Orders cancelled, 1977 

  f. 4 Orders filled, 1976 

  f. 5 Pattern and instructions, 1976 

  f. 6 Production, 1976-1978 

  f. 7 Sample, 1976 

 f. 8-10 Bingham Week 

  f. 8 Publicity, 1975-1976 

  f. 9 Recognition, 1976 

  f. 10 Resources, 1976 

 f. 11 Commemorative stamp, 1975 

 f. 12 Crown Center banners, 1975-1978 

 f. 13 Missouri River tour, 1976 

 f. 14-16 Parties 

  f. 14 Missouri Friends of the Folk Arts, 1976 

  f. 15 Wine tasting, 1976-1978 

  f. 16 Other, 1975-1976 

 f. 17 Volunteers, 1976 

f. 18-29 Publicity 

 f. 18 Articles and clippings, 1974-1977 

 f. 19-22 Brochures 

  f. 19-20 Distribution, 1975-1976 

  f. 21 Preparation, 1976 

  f. 22 Responses, 1976 

 f. 23 Press releases, 1976 

 f. 24-27 Public relations 

  f. 24 Gary Ferguson, Inc., 1975-1976 

  f. 25 Fleishman-Hillard, Inc., 1975-1976 

  f. 26 Wright & Manning, Inc., 1974-1975 

  f. 27 Other, 1975-1976 

 f. 28 Television and radio, 1975-1976 

 f. 29 Other, 1975-1977 

f. 30-41 Financial 

 f. 30 Appraisals, 1975 
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 f. 31-38 Grants 

  f. 31 American Revolution Bicentennial Commission, 1975-1976 

  f. 32 Coro Foundation, 1976 

  f. 33 Danforth Foundation, 1974-1977 

  f. 34 Missouri Arts Council, 1975-1977 

  f. 35 Missouri Committee for the Humanities, 1975-1976 

  f. 36 National Endowment for the Arts, 1975-1977 

  f. 37 St. Louis Community Trust, 1975-1976 

  f. 38 Other, 1975 

 f. 39 In-kind donations, 1976 

 f. 40 Solicitations, 1975-1976 

 f. 41 Summary, 1976 

Card file 1-2 Donations < $100, A-Sc 

Card file 3 Donations < $100, Se-Z; donations and pledges ≥ $100; donations from 

schools during Bingham Week 

 

Index: 

 

Index Terms Folder Image Mediums 

Abounader, Jean L. Crowder, 1926-2013 1, 4, 6, 19   

American Revolution Bicentennial 

Commission of Missouri 

31   

Arts fund raising 1-41  card file 1-3 

Bingham Sketches, Inc. 1-41  card file 1-3 

Bingham, George Caleb, 1811-1879. Sketches 1-41   

Bingham, George Caleb, 1811-1879. Sketches 10 Yes  

Caton, Winnona L. Aronson, 1929-2016 8   

Caton, Winnona L. Aronson, 1929-2016 8 Yes  

Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.)  18   

Coro Foundation 32   

Crown Center (Kansas City, Mo.) 12 Yes  

Crown Center (Kansas City, Mo.) 12   

Danforth Foundation (Saint Louis, Mo.) 33   

Direct-mail fund raising 19-22  card file 1-3 

Edelman, Nancy W., 1943- 6, 8, 11, 12, 15, 16, 19, 24, 

27, 28, 31, 34-36, 38, 40 

  

Grand, Evelyn Schnepp, 1902-1984 15   

Grants-in-aid 31-38   

Missouri Arts Council 34   

Missouri Committee for the Humanities 35   

Missouri Federation of Women’s Clubs 6   

Missouri Friends of the Folk Arts 14   

National Endowment for the Arts 36   

Nonprofit organizations 1-41  card file 1-3 
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Index Terms Folder Image Mediums 

Press releases 23   

Public relations 24-27   

Publicity 8, 18-29   

Slides (Photography) 10   

Soulard Neighborhood Senior Citizens 

Association (Saint Louis, Mo.) 

6   

St. Louis Community Trust 37   

Tapperson, Donald T., 1939-2006 8-10, 12-16, 19-22, 25, 28, 

29, 32, 33, 34, 38-40 

  

Valier, Charles E., 1940- 3, 6, 10-12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 

22, 24-29, 31, 33-40 

  

 


